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pring, Buck Buckner notified the Board Last sp
s friend, Ben F. Carter, Dallas Safari Club that his
tive Director, had donated a booth at theExecut

DSC. The convention runs from January2015 D
15-18. 

ose of you who aren’t familiar with theFor tho
onvention, let me assure you that it is DSC co
I used to attend every year when I lived great! I
allas and frequently when I lived near Sannear D
io.  JOCHH&EC will get an opportunityAntoni
t some great folks in Dallas and I suspect to meet
e will encounter a legion of JOC fans. that we

esset has provided great leadership of the Jeff Ne
ting Committee, which is meeting at 7:00Market
ith more frequency as we get close toa.m. w
y. The members of the Marketing January

mittee, Joel Ristau, Darrel Inman, ShirleyComm
s, Blair Hanson, and Mandy Miles,Phillip
e a high-volume “Way-to Go!” for their deserve
creativity, and dedication. input, c

The Board approved taking the Pilot Ram tooard approved taking the Pilot Ram to The BoThe Bo
at thee SeSeSeSeptpp ember meeting, so we are sureDallas

ee a a grgreaeaeat t t exxxhihh bit. We will also have copies to havavavee
JJJananannuauauauaryryryry 1111959595951111 OOLOOof thhehehe JJ  story detetete aiaia lilililingngngng JJJJacaacackk’k s 
tttthehhhe ramamamam. Herbbbb KKKKKleleleleinininin wwwasssas oooonnn n ththththee ee sasasamemememe takiingngngngn

buuubut arriveeeedddd 3333 wweww ekekkeks sss latetter and shotototot hhhhisss huntttt, bbbb
shohohhortrtrtrtlyll  after gettttitingngngg iiiintntntnttoooo cacacampmpmpmp. HeHeHeHerb’s trophy
in stoooro age atatatat thehehee RRRRosososossss Perot MuMuMuMusesss uumuu  of ram is 

al Historrry yy inininin Dallas.  Effof rtrtrtrts sss araaa e undeeeerwr ay Natura
ow Herb Klein’s ram to did spspplalalay alongsgsgsside to borr
ot t RaRaRaam.m.m.m. Jack wrwrwrote e an aaaartrtrr iccle aabob ut the Pilo
 rammm ttthahhh t t wass pupublb ished inin tthehh FFebe ruaryHeHH rbrb’sss
sssssueu off OLO .  199995155  is

orddd aand Anne will be attennnding DSDSDSDSCCCC wiwiwwithththth Brrradadadfo
nnorr ##2 and the Beretta dooooubu le that JOCO’O’O CoCoConn
ede  to bebebb tthe best handling shotgun made. dededeclclc ararareee
oordrdr  will l also autograph coppppieies s ofo  theh   BrBrBrBraddadfofofo

January 1951, Outdoor Life article about the 
Pilot Ram. That’s sure to be an instant 
collector’s item!

The Center is actively seeking a new direector. 
Upon Mike’s departure, Dave Weisel proovided 
invaluable assistance by serving as interimm 
director until September 30. Thanks for aa job 
well done. 

The Center had a group of international sttudents 
from LCSC stop by in September. They wwere 
participating in a program developed by HHGSP 
and LCSC to give students from foreign
countries a taste of American wilderness and 
culture. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. 

These are exciting times for JOCHH&ECC.  

                         

About the Co-Chair: Howard Erdman iss a 
Benefactor member of the NRA and chaarter 
member of Friends of Jack O’Connor. HHe is
also a member of Dallas Safari Club andd 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. An arrdent 
fan of JOC since his mother gave him hiis first 
Outdoor Life subscription in 1957, Howaard has
served on the Board since 2011. He is a NNavy 
veteran and lilililives in Pullman, Washingtoon with 
his wife of 44 years, Phyllis. He is also thhe 
DiDiDiDirererr ctor of InInInInstitutionanananal lll PlPPP anniiiingn , Reeeseaarchchchch &&&&  
AsAsAsAssesesesessssssssmememem ntntnt aaat t t LeLewiwis-s ClClllararrrk k kk StStStStatatata e ee CoC llegee. 

The Co-Chairman’s Corner 
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een doing a series highlighting some I’ve be
k O’Connor’s favorite cartridges. Iof Jack
lot of people fail to realize hisfind a l
on for the venerable 30-06 affectio
field. I’ve written about the 270Spring

hester, the 375 Holland & Holland, and Winch
57mm Mauser; it is time to visit the the 7x5

popular American big game cartridgemost p
ever. 

at Anderson’s JOC biography—Jack Look a
d with the 30-06started after graduating from 
e. The 270 Winchester was not college
uced until 1925. It certainly fits thoseintrodu
tes that Jack esattribut poused in his writings: 
; flat trajectory; accuracy; and power;
lity. versati

ugh over 100 years old, the 30-06 stillAlthou
hi b i htl It t t d f h d f thbrightly. It started so far ahead of the hishines 

ttitionnn ttthhhhaaaat it remains a relevant comppee
gggeee. CCCCaaaasssseeee ccccaaaappppaaaacccity compared to iitttsss cartrrriiiidddgg

mmmmppppoooorrrraaaariiiies waaaass hhhhuuuggggeeee..  TTTThhhhaaaatttt eeeexxxxttttrrraa conteeeemmmm
ttttyyyy mmeaaaannnnttt tttthhhhhe ’’0006666 ccccoooouuuullldddd drive ssssoooommmmeee capppppaaaacccciiiitttt
wwwweeeeiiiigggghhhts upppp ttttoooo 400000000 ffbbullllllllett w eeeeeeeetttt ffffaaaasteeeerrrr tttthhhhaaaannnn its ffff
t rriivaaaal of thhheeee ttttiiiimmmmeeee,,,, tttthhhe 30-4440000 KKrrraaaag. nearest

If you consider the velocity advantage of our 
current 30-caliber Magnums enjoy over the 
30-06, you can see how revolutionary tthis 
was a century ago.
Versatility remains a marvelous 30-06
attribute. It is the largest 30-caliber casse The 
only newcomers in the 30-caliber familly that 
rival the versatility of the 30-06 are thee 300 
Winchester Short Magnum (300 WSM), the  
300 Ruger Compact Magnum (300 RCCM), 
and the 300 Remington Short Action
UltraMag (300 RSAUM). Yet they havve a 
limitation: many new ultra-premium buullets 
are quite long for their weight, and thosse 
bullets heavier than 180 grains encroacch 
deeply into the small-capacity cases annd can 
limit velocity gains. The 30-06 is muchh less 
susceptible.
For handloaders, the high cost of propeellants 
lately raises the issue of how much veloocity 
advantage is worth the extra propellantt used.
I prepared the chart belowwww from actual Speer 
dataaa.... IIIItttt lllooooooookkkkssss aaaatttt tttthhhhe propellant charge wweight 
tthhhhat gives the highest velocity with a 1880-
grain bullet. Using the 30-06 as the basseline. 
The chart indicates whether an increasee in 
propellant gives a similar increase in 
velocity. The results may surprise you. 

TTTTTThhhhhheeee 3333330000-0000666666 SSSSpppprrrrrr gggggggg eeeelllldddd
By A es

ocityyyy aandnn  Chaaarge e Weeeeigigi ht CCompaririririson (180-grain bullets)Velo

CaC rtriidge
Max.... 

Chargeeee, 
grainssss

Velocity, 
ft/sec

Charge Weight
Increase 
Factor*

Velocity 
Increase 
Factor*

30-06 Sprinnngfield 55558888.0 2756 — —

300 Rem SAS UM 65.0 2921 1.12 1.06

3000 000 WiW nchester Shorrtrr  Mag 68.5 2978 1.1.11 18 1.08

300 Winn nn Maag 76.6 0 30 059 11.31 1.11

300 Weatherbyyy y MaMag 8gg 7.0 3109 1.50 1.13

300 00 Remington Ultra MaMaMaMag 9g 9g 9g 94.4.4.4.0 30 30 30 31414146 16 16 16 1.62 1.14

3030--378 Weatherby MMMagagaga 121212123.3.3.3 0 30 30 33242424249 29 29 29 2 1.1.1. 2 12 12 11.1.1.188

* ——— rererelalalalatitititivevevv tttooo o 303033 -0-0-006666
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ead this look at, for example, the 300 WSMTo r
say, “an 18-percent increase in propellant and 

duced an 8 percent increase in velocity over prod
30-06.” the 3

the 300 WSM and the 300 RSAUM, theFor t
eased velocity compares favorably to the incre
a propellant required. Although we did not extra
e 300 RCM data at Speer when I retired,have
ent Hodgdon data shows it fares slightly curre
er, with a roughly 3 percent increase inbette
pellant charge producing a 7 percent velocityprop
n.gain

h the 30-378 Weatherby, you need over With
e the propellant to get a 18 percent increasetwic
elocity. That doesn’t condemn the 30-378; in ve
er it means that the cartridge needs a newrathe
eration of slower-burning propellants thangene
had at Speer in 2007 for it to realize itswe h
ntial. The 30-06 still looks good today for pote

the handloader And it remains popular withhandloader. And it remains popular with the hthe h
dloadererrers.s.s.s. My friend Kent Sakamoto, RCBS hand
dducuct t MMaMaMannan gegegeg r, kindly furnished the die Prrrododod
uuulalalalariririritytytyty rrrranananankikikikingngngngs over a rececececenenenent t t t fifififiveveveve-yyyyeaeaear poooopupup
od ffforororor tttthehehehe 30-060606066 andndndnd ttttheheh 2222707070700 WWWWinii chchchchesesee tetet r. pepepepepeririririo
rrrragaaa ing thhhhee nunununummbmm ererererss,ss  the ’060666 rannnkekekeked ddd attatat AvAvA ereee

mber 4444, surpasassed d d d ononononlylylyly bbbby the 22222 333Num
mingtoooon,nnn  theh 33308 WWWWininininchchchc ese ter,,, aaandndndnd thehehehe 45 Auto Rem
ridges; the 270 Winchester ccccooomomes in aaata  cartr

mber 8.Num

30-000066 iiisi 1108 yyeears old ttthis s yeyeearar. I hope I ThT eee
lololook aandd perfoorm so well wwwwhehehen nn I reach thaataa  still 

estttonono e!!! mmmim le

  End 

About the Author:  Allan Jones had a 116-year 
career as a forensic firearms examinerr before
moving to Lewiston ID and taking overr the 
roles of data developer and technical edditor for 
Speer Bullets. He produced Speer Relooading 
Manuals 12, 13, and 14. He retired in 22007 and 
now volunteers at the Jack O’Connor CCenter 
and writes a monthly ballistics column for 
Shooting Times magazine.
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e shells from shrimp. Set shrimpRemove
arge skillet, heat half the olive oil and aside. In la
tter and sauté shrimp shells until all half the but
reddish pink, about 2 to 3 minutes. shells turn 

hells with slotted spoon and discard.Remove sh
hould be enough oil and butter There sh
in the pan to sauté the prawns. Sauté remaining 
til all have turned reddish pink. Salt prawns unt
r to taste. Remove prawns, set aside. and pepper
hallots and onions until translucent, Sauté sh
, continue cooking for about 1 minute, add chives
arlic and conthen add ga tinue cooking until garlic 
adding a little butter and olive oil if is golden, a
Using slotted spoon, carefully remove necessary.

nions and chives, then set aside.shallots, on
e to pan then simmer scallops untilAdd ale
oroughly, but still tender. Removecooked tho
ith slotted spoon, and set aside. scallops wi
maining olive oil, butter to pan. OnAdd rem
ame, reduce by about half, then return medium fla
rawns,, garlic, chives, shallots and scallops, pr

paan too rrreheheheheaeee t. At last moment, add onions to pp
hhht tt wiwiwiithththth mmmmatatatatchcch aaand wait for flame tooto grappa, lliliighghgh

bobobooutututut 33330000 secondnnnds,s,s,s, tttakakakakinininingggg grgrggreaeaeaeat t tt cacaacc rere nnnnototot subside, aaabbbb
otototothihihihingng,, hahahahairiririr or r rr innininteteteteririririorororor oooof kitchehehehen.nnn  to ignitttte ee e clclclcl
rarararawnwnwnwns,s,s, serveveveve iiiimmmmmmmmedededediaatetetetelylylyly aaaas anananan Remove pprrrr

antipasto.

y Brad O'Connor, January y 2666 , 1999 4, CCCreated by
pppartytytyy wwwwith Georororge andd PPPPatatty GGibbs,ffofof r r dinner p

AAAnne)e))) OOOO'CConnonor, Gary annd d PaPaP tttty yCuCudddddd lel ss (A(AA
uuudidid o ViV scoli and niece Frrrrananana ceeescscs a SeSeSeSettttle,,, Clau

s anntit pap sto SeSeSeServrvrvvr eses 888 aas

1 1/2 pound prawns 26 to 30 couunt 
1 pound bay scallops 
1/2 medium onion, finely choppeed 
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped 
1 large shallot, finely chopped 
1/2 cup chives, finely chopped 
2/3 cube butter 
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 1/2 ounce grappa  
4 to 6 ounces pale ale
salt and freshly ground black peppper 

About the Author:    Bradford O’Connor was born in JJune
1933, in Flagsgg taaaffffffff, ArArArArizizzizonononona.aa. HHHHHeee moved with his familyy to 
LeLeLeLewiwiwiwisststs ononnon iiiinnnn 19191 4848 and graduated from Lewiston High
ScSccSchohool in1952. He served in the military as a policemman in 
Korea 1953-1955. Bradford graduated with a BA in 
English and Journalism from the University of Idaho in 
1959. He worked as a cub reporter for the Los Angelees e
Mirror-News 1959, copy and city editor for the Wallaa 
Walla Union-Bulletin 1960-1976, and last but not least,
was the outdoor reporter/columnist/editor for the Seattle
Times 1967-1991. Bradford has written several articles and 
provided numerous photographs for several publications,
including Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Petersen's Hunnting, 
Road & Track and dozens of Associated Press membeership 
newspapers. His hobbies and interests include d
photography, travel, food and wine, shooting, huntingg, 
fif shing and bicyclinng.ggg  Bradford married his high-schoool 
sweetheart (Anne) inin 1953. They will celebrate their 660th

wewedding anniversary this year. The O’Connor’s have two 
chchchchilililildrdrdrdrenenenen (John in DeDeDeenver; Pamemememelalalala iiiin n Seattltttle) and ssix 

dddd hhh ldlgrgrgrgranananandcdcdcdchihihihildldldldreren.n

By Bradford O’Connor 
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Millions of readers called him Jack.
ugh he taught English and has been lauded Thou

he dean of American gun writers, little of theas th
fessor showed in O’Connor’sprof Outdoor Life
umns. As Arms and Ammunition editor from colu
1 to 1972, he used plain words in pithy1941
ences. He injected enough jargon to make sent
great unwashed feel at home. The cadence of the g
writing carried you; its precision impressed his w
. The barbs kept you reading. Jack did not you.

fer fools. In print he skewered them gently – suffe
inding me of Churchill’s wicked wit. When remi

k dismembered a myth as “the purest of Jack
lesauce,” or judged someone “full of appl
nes,” there was no recovery. prun

Hunnnteteteters and shooters believed Jack 
aaususe e hhehee kkkneneew ww more than most of them but beeecacac
nn’t’t’t pppprerereretetetetendndndnd ttttoooo knknknknow everythhhininng.g.g.g. HHHHee e e wawawwas no didiiidndnd
iiiinnneer, , bubububut he cououououuldldldld ccccrarararaftftftft aaaannn n enenennnteteteterrrtr aiaiaininininingngngng enenenenngigigigi
enenenence from mmm a papapaparaaagrgrgrgraaphhh offf engineeeeeeeriririringngngn  seentntntnt
bleedydydydygggook, and leeeeavvavee e e yoyoyoyoouuuu iniininfoooormrmrmrmedededed. He was gobb
tockc -m-m-m-maker,,,, bbubub ttt t hehehehe ffffaaasa hioned tttthehehehem on the no s
e with lall ngngngguuuau ge as clean annnnd ddd eleee egant aasaa  the page
es he described. Jack did littt lelee cccompetitiiiivvevv  rifle
otitt nggggg;;;; ststststilii l,, he knknknew the mmmakkkini gsgs of a shoo
kkksmananan. HiHis taaleles ofo  bulletss wwele l anand poorlyyyy mam rkrkrk
ededed hellped generatiplp ac ons of hhhhunununu teeersrsrs sshoot 
er.bbebeb tte

Others of Jack’s era were as adept wwith the
language. Warren Page, an English prof, ccould 
turn a phrase as deftly as drilling one-holee 
groups in Benchrest matches or killing gaame
with 175-grain Noslers from his 7mm Maashburn 
Super Magnum. His tenure as Shooting EEditor at 
Field& Stream ran from 1947 to 1972,
paralleling Jack’s career. John Jobson was for 
more than 20 years Sports Afield’s Campiing, 
then Hunting Editor.  

An able wordsmith, he shared 
O’Connor’s passion for custom huntinng 
rifles and the 7x57 cartridge. Jobson ddied in 
1979, a year after Jack. In their heydayy, 
writers from Russell Annabel to Ed Zeern 
delivered adventure, insssight and humoor 
thhrrrrooouuuugggghhhh tttthhhheeee ppppaaaaggggeees of thick 35-cent 
magazines.  

You could rank Jack a cut above, coould 
insist that better than anyone else he brouught to
readers a sense of his time, an era too shorrt and 
quickly gone. Elk hunting in the Thoroughfare, 
the Selway and the Dannaher, on 30-day ttrips 
for Stone’s sheep, moose and grizzlies in the 
Cassiars, Jack made room for his readers in the
saddle and around the campfire. He handeed 
them, in text, battle-weary Springfields ($$29.95 
from Klein’s!) that became lovely sportinng rifles
in the shops oooof R.F. Sedgely and Griffin aand 
Howe. He introduced readers to industry 
cecececelelelel brities: RRRRoy Weaththththererere bybybyby, Fredeed Hunntitt nggton,nnn  
JoJoJooycycycy eeee HoHoHoH rnrnrnrnadadaddyy,y,y, PPP.O.OO.. AcAcA klklklkleyeyeyey, , ,, RoRoRoR ckckc y Gibbbs. 

The O’Connor Ca dge

Jack’s enthusiasm for the .270 matched his endorsement 
of gunmaker Al Biesen.

By Wayne van Zwoll 
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en, when Vernon Speer made bullet en, when Vernon Speer made bulletBack thBack th
from spent rimfire cases, you could buy a jackets f
odel 70 Winchester for $135.00 and, if new Mo
ren’t quite satisfied, have it stocked byyou wer
s of Shelhammer, Linden or Goens. Or the likes
en. Al Biese

O’Connnnnnnnooor made me the most famous “Jack O
kkeerr iinnn ttthhhe wwworld,” Al told me long gunmmmaaakkk
rroooouuuudddd ooooffff hhhhiiiis wwwwork but nnnnooootttt vvvvaaaaiiiinnnn, BBBBiiiiesssen ago. PPPrr
aaaacccckkkk’ssss bbbbllllessssinnnnggg ggggaaaavvvveeee hhhiim aa ttterrriiiiffffiiiicccc kneeewwwww JJJJ
““““SSSShortlyyy aaaafffftttteeeerrr hhhheeeebbbbboooooooosssstt.. “  sstarteeedddd wwwwrittttiiinnnngggg,,,  III 
cheedddd Jack aaaabbbbooouuuutttt bbbbuuuiiiilllddding aaaa  rrifffllleeee for approaac
e sentttt mmmmeeee aaaa Tituhim. He s bbbarrrrrrreeelll,,,, aaaa SSSSppprinnnggggfield 
I put them together and sttttoooccckeed thhhhee action. 

He didn’t like iittt, soo I mmmmaaaddee hiimm a .30-rifle. H
MMaussseeeerrrr mmetaal.” Jack  paaiidd ffforr tthat jobbb,,,, 00666 oon MMM
lllooowwedd with many otherrrrssss.. aanndddd foll ThThheee beb st 
arre e e a pair of Featherweighhht MoMoMoModedededell ll 70s,,, kkknkk owowowwn a
ambbere ed in .270 Winchesssster. bobbobb ththth cccha

aaca k’s lol ngng and unbridled ppppraise for that JJJaaa
aaammom ng the many he used) eeeensnsururede its rorororor unununu d d (a(a(a
atatat markekkk t. Yes, you could arararargugugugue e e e ththththee e e 2.2.2.270707070 sssususucccccccesss s
odo  it wowoulu d have climbed tttthehehhe cccchahhahartrtrtsss  isisiisi sssooo gogoo

without promotion. A rejoinder might be twithout promotion. A rejoinder might be tthat that
soon after the cartridge arrived in 1925,
Depression put a lid on rifle sales, that no other 
round then used .270 bullets, that softpoinnts of 
the era couldn’t handle impact speeds near 3,000 
fps. At the .270’s debut, the 7x57 Mauser was 
32 years old. The 7x64 Brenneke, circa 19917, 
gave .284 bullets a flatter arc. It differed liittle, at 
a glance, from the .270.  

PePePePerhrhrhrhapapapapss thhththe Great War put Germaan
roroounds out of favor Stateside. Perhaps O’CConnor 
convinced riflemen they’d kill more gamee with a 
.270. 

The 270.2 arrived in 1925 with a 130
grain bullet at 3,000 fps. It’s still hugely

larpopul among hunters.

Lighht recoil
endeears the
.2700 to
shoooters
like this
younng lady,
withh her
firstt kudu. A
one shot
kill!

The limited-edition Jack O’Connorr Th li i d di i J k O’C
Tributeeee rifle, in .2.2.2270707070 of coooouru se, mimm mmicssss 
JaJaJaJ ckck’s’sss BBBBeieisen-n buililllt M7M7M7M70s0s0s0s...
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The cartridge didn’t have an easy childhood. \T
Hunters used to .30-30 bullet action whined that Hunters used to 30 30 bullet action whined thatHH
he fast-stepping spitzers wrecked a lot of meat.th
hey did. Compared to 170-grain .30-30 Th
oftpoints, they still do! The first .270 bulletsso

were particularly troublesome, often w
ragmenting. Winchester sought to mollify fr
ustomers with a 150-grain load throttled tocu
,675 fps. Nobody bought it. Improved bullets at 2,
ull speed soon gave reliable upset across a fu
ange of impact velocities. ra

The .27070707  made its debut in the Winchester 54,T
eplp acceededd iiin n lalll te 1936 by the Model 70. Among rere
hhee 7070700’s’s’s’s cccchahahahartrtrtrterererr – and subsequent – thththt
hhhhamamamambebebebe iiirings, oooonlnnlnly y y y ththhtheeee .3.3.3.30-0-0-0-06060606 hhhhasasasas sssininceecee sssolololld dddchchchh
eeeettttttttereerer tttthahahahannnn thththheeee .22227007070... InInInIn 111194949448 Remiiingngngngtoooton nnnbebbeebe
nnnntrtrrtrododododuceddd itstststs MMMModelelelel 721 bbbbololololt tt t riiiiflflflf eeee ininini ..3303 -06, inininin
270 anndnn  .300 H&H&H&H&H H H H MaMaMaMagnum.  .22

A decade later the .280 Remington joinedd them 
– and withered in the shade of the .270. Sand withered in the shade of the 270 SStiffer Stiffer
competition arrived in 1962 with Reminggton’s 
7mm Magnum in the brand-new Model 7700
rifle. Early factory loads for this belted 77 had 
little on the .270, but brilliant marketing made it 
an instant hit. Winchester’s concurrent mmake-
over of the Model 70, in essence replacemment of 
the Hope diamond with costume jewelryy, 
infuriated the faithful. The 700 and its 7mmm 
Magnum profited. 

Roy Weatherby’s frrfrfrisssi kykykyky .270 and 7mmm 
MaMaMaMagngngngnumumumums sss bebebbe ttat the 7mm Remington 
Magnum to market by 20 years. But tthese 
were proprietary rounds, chambered oonly in 
costly Weatherby rifles. Also, at the eend of 
World War II, hunters still consideredd the 
.30-06 a giant-

Hunting tough 
country in our 
Desert 
Southwest
nudged Jack 
toward
lightweight,
flat-shooting
rifles.

A .270 or a 
.280000? ?? ThTTT e twoo
are twtwtwt iniini s s in 
apapa pearara anance,
pepeperfrforrrmance. p
Thhhee .270 is by 
far tht e best f
ses llerer..

Remington’s 700 in 7mm Magnum deented 
.270 sales. Many, many 700s have sincce 
been sold in 270been sold in .270.

Tim Brandt gott this 
fine billy with aa 
.270 Weatherbyy,
which outpacess the 
.270 Winchesteer by 
300 fps. 
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en in the West, many sportsmen still And ev
on sights. Weatherby proved yearsused iro
of his time. During the next four ahead o
s, demand for flat-shooting magnums decades
validate his work. Norma-loaded would v
in Weatherby boxes and the ammo i
ering of Weatherby cartridges in other chambe
ave benefited the California firm.rifles ha
how traditional Weatherby loads Here’s h

re, ballistically, to those of the .270compar
ester and 7mm Remington Magnum:Winche

Federal and Hornady upped the ante with highh-
octane loads for the .270 and 7mm Remingtonn. 
A long list of frisky loads with polymer-tippedd 
bullets have since supplanted these, which wriing 
about as much speed and energy from these 
rounds as currently possible under SAAMI 
pressure lids.

The growing list of fast sub-.30 big game rounnds 
includes another .270. Just over a decade afield, 
the .270 Winchester Short Magnum, or WSM,,
has a true short-action case, 2.10 inches long. Its
.535 base mates with bolt faces machined for tthe 
.532 base of most belted rounds. The .270 WSSM
has a rather steep 35-degree shoulder. Factory 
loads outpace the .270 Winchester but fall shyy of 
Weatherby chart fffif gures. 

Bullet weight (gr.)
and type

Velocity
(fps)

Energy
(ft lbs)

.270
esterWinche

130 Power Point 3060 2702

I40 AccuBond 2950 2705

150 Power Point 2850 2705

7mm
gtonReming
mMagnu

140 Pointed SP C L 3175 3133

150 Swift Scirocco 3110 3221

161660000 NoNN sler
PaPaPaPartitttioioion

2950 3091

.2707070770
eeeerbrbrbrbyyyyWWeWeWeatataathehehhe
mMagnuu

131313130000 Nooooslslslerererr
PaPP rtrtrtrtititititioioioon

3375555 3232323288888888

1414141400000 Nosler Ballistiicc
Tip

3333333 000 3385

1550 Noooslslsler
PaPartitioion

3245454 3500700

7mmmmm
erbbbyyWeWeWeaata he
mMaMaMagngngnuu

140 Nosler
Partr ition

333333 4040 3443333

15150 Nosler Ballistic
Tip

3300 36277

160161 0 N lNosler
Partition

32320000032323200000000 36363636338383636363 383838

Bullet
weight
(gr.) and
type

Velocity
(fps)

Energy
(ft lbs)

.270 Winchester
(Win. PP Plus)

130 Power
Point

3150 2865

.270 Winchester
(Hornady LM)

130 SST 3215 2983

.270 Winchester
(Federal HE)

140 Trophy
Bonded

3100 2990

.270 Winchester
(Win. PP Plus)

150 Power
Point

2950 2900

7mm Remington
Magnum (Hornady
HM)

139 Soft
Point

3250 3300

7mm Remington
MaaMM gngnngnumumumum (W(WW(Wininini . PPPPPP
PPPlP us)

15155000 PoPoPoPowewww r
Point

3130 3264
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chesterWinc loads for the .270 WSM

as treated to one of the first prototype riflesI wa
270 WSM, a Browning A-Bolt. Factory-in .2
ded 130 Ballistic Silvertips crossed myload
hler sky screens at 3,290 fps, matching Oeh
ertised speed even from the relatively short adve
nch barrel. This A-Bolt was also 23-in
eedingly accurate. At Browning’s range near exce
untain Green, Utah, two Fail Safe bullets cut Mou
oblong hole at 200 yards. I posted another an o
seye at 300 yards and drilled a 1½-inchbulls
ngle. AlAlAlAllowed to keep the rifle for a do-it-trian
rrses lff eeelklkk hhhhuunuu t, I carried it into the Wyomingyoourur
ss fofofor r r ththththrererereeeee ddadadaysysysys. On the fourth, stillll-hh-hhunuu ting hihiilllllll sss
oooondndndnd-g-gg-growth Doooougugugug-f-f-f-firiririrs s ss unununundededederr r cllclclc ouuouououdydyy sssskikikikkieseseses, I IIIseeeecococoo
pepepepedddd iiiintoooo aaaa hhhhereee d.d.dd AAAA ccccowowowow rrregeee arded memememe wwwararararilililily yyy slslssslipipipppppp
lololoongngngng mminuteseseses,,, tttht ennnn aaambleleleledd dd ofooo f.f.ff. WWWWhehehehennn n a fffof r r llll
ng bubuuull ghosttedededed tttthrhrhrhrouououougghg  an opeenenening ggg 90 yards younn
y, I trigigigggegegegerererereeddd the Brownininin ngngngng ooooffffffffhahahahand. HeHHH  away
ched, sprinted and fell dead. TTTThehh  stotormmmm broke hunc
tugged and rolledee  himi  dowwowo n-slopope to a as I 
ch.beb ncncnc

eee WSWW M M iisn’t the first shorrrrt-t-tt-acaa titiionono  .270. A The
mingngngton 78 in my rack firesss the 22.2270707070 RRReddididid nngnn ,RRReR m

ckeded-down .308 brought toooo my attention by a a a nnen
hhard BeeBeeebebe at Redding Relllloao ding. Another RiRiRichchch
rtt .270 ccame along in the 199499 0ss, when FF.R. shshshororor
uuses  of Albuquerque and Royyyy TrTTT ipipippleleleletttttttt ooff f fKrKrK auauau

NM k d d th 333000000 SSSCiCiC marron NM M necked down thee e .3.3300000000 SSSSavavavavagagagage.ee   CCiCimm

Charles Evans and Bliss Titus also gave thheir 
names to this .270. Jack O’Connor no douubt 
approved. He might also have liked the .2770
Howell essentially a “stretched 270Howell, essentially a stretched .270
Winchester” .1 inch longer, with a 25-degree 
shoulder set forwardrdd ttoooo fufufufurtrtrrther boost case 
cacacc papapapacicicicitytytyty, ThThThTheee HHHowell performs about like a .270 
WSM.

But O’Connor’s long affection for the .270 
Winchester is well founded. A better ddeer 
cartridge is still hard to imagine. Most 130-
grain bullets also handily take elk. Jackket 
and core integrity can count for more tthan 
weight in thick muscle and heavy bonee. A 
bull I shot with a fragile 150-grain bulllet 
trotted off because the shoulder stoppeed 
penetration.  Fortunately, a second hit 
shattered theeee animal’s neck. Another bbull, 
hit on the run with a 130-grain Nosler 
PPPPaaaarrrrttition, ssssoooommmersaulllltttteeeedddd, aaaass didddd one sstruuck byy   

BulletB
weightw
ndan type

m.
velocity

m.
energy 100 200 300 400

0130 XP 3 3275 3096 1.1 00 5.5 16.1

0140
cuBondAcc

3200 3184 1.4 00 5.77 16.5

0150
werPo
intPo

3150 3304 1.4 00 6.5 19.4

The short-action .270 WSM, now barelyy a 
decade afield, edges the .270 Winchesteer 
ballistically.
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40-grain Swift A-Frame that drove from a 14
first rib to the off-side ham.the f

lient once put a 130-grain Hornady A cl
ough the ribs of a hugthro e six-point bull. The 
reared up and toppled backward, its elk r
ers driving into the earth. No movement antle
eafter. A Colorado game warden, ther
oting eeeelk on control decades ago, chose shoo
.22700 WWWWinnninchccc ester over more potent the e .
nndsdsdsd .. HeHeHeHe kkkkillililleleleledd d d huhh ndreds of elk anannddd sas wroooununun
rrrreaeaeaeasosososon to chaaangngngngge.e.e.e.noooo rrrr

eeee reason tttthehehhe .22272 0 000 eendudd res is thahahahattt t iitii  OnOnOnOne
sn’n t bebebeb lt youu harrrrddd d inininin ttttheheheheh chohohoopsppp . LeLeLeLethal does

wnrangngngnge, iit isisisis dowowowownrnrnrnrigigigghth  civill iiin nnn reeeecoil.dow
ny women I’ve hosted on sasasasafari in AAAfA rica Man
e borrowed a .270, a weeelllll -w-wworo n Sako.   have

They’ve shot well with it because the riifle
doesn’t induce a flinch. O’Connor noteed that 
too. When Al Biesen built the two Moddel 70 
Featherweights that would define Jack’’s
taste in rifles, the chambering was harddly in
doubt. Flat bullet flight, with a gentle
manner that belies its power, gives the .270manner that belies its power, gives the 270.270 
as much appeal now as when M70s soldd for 
$135 and O’CConnnonnonononor r rr hihihihiedededed off into the hiills in 
hihihih sss ststststororoo iei ddd quests for wild rams. You’ll look 
hard to find a more versatile big game 
cartridge, even if your plans don’t incluude r
elk hunting in the Thoroughfare, the Seelway 
and the Dannaher, or 30-day trips for 
Stone’s sheep, moose and grizzlies in thhe
Cassiars.    
         END 

yne used a Mauser M12 in .270 – a fine Way
untain rifle – to kill this chamois in the mou
strian Alps.Aus

It’s hard to 
imaggine a
betteer deer 
carttridge
thann the .270
Winnchester,
espeecially in 
the oopen 
Wesst.
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ut the Author: Wayne van Zwoll is a full-Abou
e journalist for the outdoors press. Wayne time
published more than 2,500 articles and has p
e that many photos for more than two twice

en magazine titles, including Sports Afield,doze
door Life and Field & Stream. His Rifles Outd
Cartridges column in Bugle has run for 23 and 

rs - longer than any other in the Rocky year
untain Elk Foundation's flagshipMou
gazine. Wayne has authored 15 books onmag

hunting, shooting and history. He is ating, shooting and history. He is a hunthunt
fessionnnnalalalal member of the Boone and profe
cckeketttt CCCClulul b bb anaa d has served on the board of Crrrococo
AAAAAAA... WaWaWaWaynynynyneeee hahahahass s taught Engngggliiiishshshsh aaaandndndnd OOWOWWAA
eeeestststs ry cclal sses aaaat t tt t UtUtUtUtU ahahahah SSSStatataateteetet UUUUUninininivevevverssrsrsititiitity,y,yy  Fooooorererere
rrrre e in 22000000000000 hehehheh  eararrarnnenen dddd aaaa dodd ctoratatatateeee ssstududududyiyiyiyingggng whwhwherererer
ffefeffefefefectctctcts ss of posossstt-tt waaaar huhuhuhuntntntnttininininggg g momomootitititiveeee onthe e

dlifefe ppppolicy. WWWWayayayynenenene llllivivivi es in noooortrrr h-h-ccecc ntral wilddl
shingtonononn SSSStatataat te with Alice,ee hhhhisisisis wife ofofofof 36 Was
rs. year
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International Students from LCSC Visit JOCHH&ECC 
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The Jack O'Connor Center opened Junne 3,
2006. It is the permanent home of the 
O'Connor wildlife collection, which is
comprised of 65 mounted heads from aaround
the world, numerous photographs and
O'Connor memorabilia, as well as a coomplete 
collection of O'Connor books and manny 
outdoor magazine articles. 

Jack's famous Biesen stocked M-70 .2770 is on 
display as is Eleanor O'Connor's 7x57
Mauser. These two rifles have appeareed in
more articles and had more written abbout 
them than any rifles in history. Other
O'Connor firearms are also on displayy. 

The center houses a gift shop with clothhing 
and other logoed merchandise as well aas
original O'Connor books for sale.

Ja

SSSSttttoooopppp bbbbyyyy aaaannnnddddd ssssaaaaayyyy hhhheeeellllllloooo aaaatttt DDDDSSSSCCCC Booth A-8 

JJJJaaaannnnuuuuary 15-18, 2015 


