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HAIRMAN’S
PORT CARD

ARARARARDDDD ERERERERDMDMDMDMAAN, ,  By HOWWWWAAA

IRIIIRMAANNNNCOCOCOCO-CHAHAAAIIII

he Deccccemememembbebb r meetttininnngg,g, elelelelectctctctioi nsnsnsns DuD ring th
d for Jack O’Connor Huntnttntininng wwwere held
Education Centeer offiiicecec rs.HeHHeritage

Phhhilliiipspspspsp  wasa rre-e-e-ellected dd BoBoB arardddShShirlel y y PP
y yy and d d Caalvin Hogo g was s rerer --SSeSeeS crrretarryyy
TrTrreeae surer. Mark Yokummmmeeele ecee teteted T
eddd tht at he did not wishhh to ststststanananandddananannnonounuununce

ectioon as Co-Chairmannnn. Mandyfofofoor r rr reree-e-e-elel
rer edd ttttoooo serve as Co-Chhhhair and IMiMiiiM lleeles ss s agagagrrr
ooo contntininue as Co-Chairrrr.agagagagrererrereededede tttooo

enennuure asaaa  Co-Chair has bebebebeenenenen  MaMaMaaarkrkrkk’s’s’s ttee
nnergy,y ccommitment, visiooonnnn ananana dddonnnne ee e ofofof eennn
eadership. Mark’s leaderrshship supepeperbrbrb le

and service has shaped Jack O’Connor 
Hunting Heritage and Education Center 
(JOHHEC) and will continue to have an
impact. Mark will continue to serve as a
Board member.

The target date for launching the Youth
Hunter Education Challenge (YHEC)
program is early spring 2014. This
program offers JOCHHEC an
opportunity to play a vital role in 
preserving the hunting heritage by
providing training for our future outdoor 
leaders. This is a program with which
JOHHEC can rightfully take pride in
associating.

Kudos to Buck Buckner for introducing
YHEC d Mik B l hus to YHEC and Mike Butler, who 

continues to provide energy and 
leadership in gettinggg ththththisisiss ppprorororogrg am 
opopereratatatatioioi nanananal.lll

Thhe upcoming year holds the promise of 
continued success for JOHHEC.  

I want to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
New Year!

About the Co-Chair: Howard Erdman
has been elected to serve as Co-Chair 
off the JOHHEC. He is an endowment 
member of the NRA and charter 
mememm mber of Friendddds of Jack O’Connor. 
AnAnAnAn ardent fan of JJJJOC since his mother 
gagagagave him his first Outdoorr Life
sususus bsbsbsbscrcrcrcripipipiptititt on in 1919191957, Hoooowawawardrdrdrd hasa  sssubsbsbsbscrcrcrcripipipipttion 191919195 , owawawardrd hasa
seseses rvrvrvrvedededed ooonnn ththththeeee BBoBoBoarararard d dd sisincncncnceeee 2020202011111111. HeHeHeHe is a
NaNavy vvvetetetterannn, lililivevevesss s inininin PPPPulululullmlmlmlmanananan,,  
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ington and is the DirectorWash
titutional Planning, Research, &of Inst
ssment at Lewis-Clark State College.Asses

rom the Director’s Chair

IKIKE E BBUBUUTLLTLERE , DIRECTORBy MMMII

cccctititit ononononss…s ……….Refllllecececec

eeeearaa  201333 wawaww s a aa a ggreat t yeyeyy ar fforororor tthehehh  ThThThhee ee yeyeye
O’CCoonoo nor HuHuHuHuntnttntininingg HHeHeH ritagegegege aanndn  Jack OO
ation CeCeCeCentntntnteere . WWWWeeee sasasasaw ww ouuuurrrr sususs mmmmmmmmer Educa
ion at the Center the higgghhehehest sinnnncecc  visitat
the week-longgg Jaack OOO’CConnnor 2007, 
firsssst ttt ofofoo  itsts kkininnddd fof r usss, shshowowo ed DaD ysy ,,,
popop tennntiaal as aa ttemplatte foffof r r r future grrrreat 
ananand ththt e Youth Hunterrr EEEEdudududucation yeeeeaaraa s 

engge e ProggramChChhaalalle is gaininnngn  support 
ggh thhe ee e sts eering committttee.thththhrororougugug

nnng gg forward, 2014 looks toto bbe e anaa  LoLoLoLookokokininin
mmmoore exeee citing and busieeeerr r r yeyeyeyearararar tttthahahahannnnevevvvenene  m g yy
OuO r mamarketing committeeeeee wiwiwiw llllll eveveveeer!! OOO

begin fleshing out the 2014 Jack
O’Connor Days, the NRA sanctioned
Youth Hunter Education Challenge 
Program, through the JOC Center, willl
launch sometime in March, and we wiill
enter a national advertising campaign to 
hopefully gain new members and a 
larger reading audience. 

With that said, one of the “things” we, as 
hunters, should focus on is our renewwed
belief in “Fair Chase” principles, thus
keeping our hunting philosophy true too 
that spirit.  There are many things, 
material and non-material, that enamoors
us as huhunttnterererers;s;ss; ffffininnineee gugugg ns, expert 
mamamam rkrksmanship, an in-depth study of thhe 
wildlife we pursue, and a strong sensee 
of personal freedom, in the American 
spirit of our first and second amendmeent 
rights.  We are lucky amigos that way!!

Many of us hunters have strong ties too 
the natural history and ecological 
lessons of Henry David Thoreau, Aldoo 
Leopold, and John Burrows, to name a 
few.

It is important t tt for us as hunters to 
rer main vigilant in our ppassion for the 
ananana imimimimalaaa s we hhhhuuuunt. Weeee neneneneedededed to o assure 
ththththatatatat wwwe e ararararee e e ““d“d“doioioioingngnn tthehehehe rrrigigigighthththt tttthhihihingngngng” wheen 
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to this thing we call hunting, for it comes t
s not always about “killing”. We,hunting is
rs, know it is much more thanas hunter
 of our contributors recently that! One

ith me a favorite quote by John shared w
the famous American-Burrows t
t,Naturalist "I go to nature to be 
and healed and to have my soothed 

put in order."senses p

u will ponder these thoughtsI hope yo
hunting during the New Year.while out 

you all good hunting in Wishing y
……..!!!!    MB 2014……

Way – Be sure and check outBy The W
ite and forum area and chimeour webs
thread; hunting ethics and long in on the 
ooting.  The website location is: range sho

gj k-oconnor.orgwww.jack   Archived
ers are also located withiners are also located within.newslettenewslette

e e DiDirererectctc orror:::About thhhee Mike Butler started 
fefee ccccarararareeeeeeeerrrr ininnin 11119799 5 with thehe his wilddddlilil fefe
DDDDepppparararartmttmtment t ofofofofof CCCCononononseeeservrvrvrvatatatatioiioion.nMissouuuuuriririri DDDD
enenee tly coooommpmpm lelell ted ddd aa 30303  year ststinininntt ttMiMiMiMikekekk  rececceee
Fededdererere ala  Governmnmnnmenenenent tt aasas a with the F
iolologigigigistss , mamaaainlylyyy ffffococococususuu ed onn n n wildlife bi
abitat ressssttotot rwwiw ldlife ha ation.  He iis sss aaana  rr
ent member of the NRRA,A, aaa Life EEEndowme
ooof f thhhhe ememembm err o RoRRoR cky y y MoMoM untaaaininin EEElkk  
onono , a aa sus ppp orrtet r r of Ducckskss FoFFoFFF unnndatiiiooo

d d aanand The National Willlld d dd Tuurkrrkey UnUnUnUnlimimimim ted
on aaand is ala soFFeFeFeeddeded rararatit o an NRA certififffiiiieddd d
afetyty Officer. He is an aaaavid RaRaRaRaR ngngnngnge e e SaSS

ndndnd elkk hununter, and enjoyyyys tututututurkrkkkrkeyeyey aaannn
alalalmmon fishiAlAlAlAlA asasaasaskakakak sssaaa ng at least onnnncece aa  ii

yeyeyey aarararar....yyy

Tech Corner

“Modern Rifle 
Bullets”
By ALLAN JONES

Volunteer Host, Jack O’Connor Hunting  
Heritage and Education Center 

Foor many years, prppp emium and ultra-
prprrpreeeme ium bullets wewww re the domain of the 
haaandndloader. If you wanted ammo loaded
wwiwiwithhthth aaaa NNNNososoo ler Paaarttrtrtition, a SSSSpepepepeeree  Grarrr nd 
SlSlSS amamamm,, aaa BaBaBaBarnrnrnrneseseses,,, oooror sssomomo etetethihiingngngng ffffrorororommmm
BiBiBittttererrrororor ototott, yoyy u uu eieieithththherererer hhhanannndldldldloaoaoo dededededd dd itititit ooor rrr 
found someone tot  doo itit fffororororo yyyouoo . 
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hanged in the late 1980s. Big All that c
actories that made their ownactories that made their ownammo faammo fa
 bullets optedstandard  to partner with

ent bullet companies rather than compone
high-grade bullets on their own.develop 
e that falls under, “You don’t fixI suppose
’t broke.” After all, thewhat ain’
ent companies had done all the compone
g for years. Outsourcing makesmarketin
untants happy so this action the acco

bably not hard to sell to the was prob
unters and others responsiblebean cou
bottom line.” for the “b

f my first contributions to theIn one of
wsletter emphasized the factJOC New
could not count on Jack’s that you 

ds to be safe today with modern handload
ents. Everything—cases, compone
bullets, and even propellants—primers, 

nged since Jack developed thehas chan
at served him so well. I’d like to loads tha
hat older discussion to therefocus t
have a classification system for bullets. I 

ets:rifle bulle

taandddaaarrrdddd gggrade:SStt  conventional 
aaddd aaaannnndddd ggggiiiillllddddiiinnnng metal llleeeeaa
oooonnnnssssttttrrrruuuuccttttion wwwiiittthh aaaa jjjjaaaacccckkkkeeeetttt wwwaallllll ccccooo
aaaattt iissss rrrroooouuugggghhhlyyy tthhhheeee ssssaaaamme thhhh
iiiiccccknessss ffrrrroooomm bbbboooottomm aaaanndd aaaa ttthhh
mppleee soft- oooor hhhhoooollllloooowwww-poinnntttt  ttiiipppp. sim
remiiiiuuuum ggggraddddeeee::::Pr  ooonnnneeee upggggrrrraaaadddde,, 
uch as a dddistinctly taperrrreeeedd jackeeeet su

reinforce the shank, aa pppaaartition, to 
onnndiiinnnngggg, oor ottthhherr ffeatttuuurreee bo
ttteeendddeeeed tto inccreease reettaiiinneedd innnttt
eeeiiiggghtt and length afterrrr we
xppaaansion.ex
ltraa-ppremium grade::::UUUl  two or 
oore uuuupppggrade features,,, including mmm
ll--coppper or majority coooopppeer aaalllll

oonnnsstruction, tips, and sspppeeeecciiiiaaaal cccooo
ww-fricttiion coatingslloowww friction coatings. lloow

Many shooters today have been so 
exposed to ultra-premium bullets theyexposed to ultra-premium bullets theyy y
may never have used a standard gradde 
bullet. But in Jack’s time, there were feew 
premium bullets. The only real volumee 
player during his life was the Nosler 
Partition. The Speer Grand Slam was 
not available until 1975 or 1976, and
Jack left this world in early 1978. Therre 
were other custom bullets but, in whatt 
JOC reading I’ve done (and I’ve not
read everything he wrote), the only 
premium bullet that he mentioned withh 
regularity was the Nosler Partition.

Ultra-premium (UP) and some premium 
bullets introduce a major factor that
affects safe reloading: bullet length.
Features that “upscale” the bullet tendd to 
create one that is longer than a 
standard-class bullet of the same
weight. Today we see a huge increasee 
in the amount of copper or gilding mettal 
in UP bullets. A standard bullet may bbe 
no more that 15-20 percent copper alloy oy y
by weight; a UP bullet can be all coppper. 
As every extra gram of copper alloy thhat 
replaces leeaaaadddd aaallllllloooyyyy aaaaddddddddss volume, a UPP 
bbuuulllllleeeett ccaaaannnn bbe much longer than a 
ssssttaandard bullet of the same diameter 
and weight. 

All cartridges have a finite maximum 
loaded length. In some chambers it mmay 
be possible to handload a little longer 
than industry specs but the change is 
seldom significant. This means that, iff 
your seat a standard bullet and a UP tto 
tthe same safe cartridge over-all lengthh 
(COAL), the UP bullet will intrude mucch 
ffffarther into theeee propellant space in thee 
ccase. In a carttrrridge where a nearly full 
ccase is de riggueur with standard bulletts, r
ttthhhheeee UUUUPPPP bullet wwwwill requuuuiiiirreee aaaa chharge tthheeee UUUPPP bu et www equ rrreee aa chha gge
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eduction with a commensurate weight re
n in velocity.n in velocityreductionreduction

s loaded UP bullets often do notFactories
much loss, but you must see this m
er that factories have access toremembe
ore propellant types than the many mo
der. We tested some factory handload
M ammo loaded with a long, 300 WSM
mium 180-grain bullet thatultra-prem
ecent velocities. When we posted de
bullet, the powder would notpulled a b
of the case—it was a solidpour out 

was one of the special super-cake. It w
sible propellants available onlycompress
ctories. The cartridge case has to big fac
mpletely enclosed in a dieto be com
ompression after charging, asduring co
sure required to compress the the press
nt would blowpropellan out the case walls 
y not fully constrained.were they

e benefits even to us mereThere are
Where the user of a standard mortals. W
s once ecstatic to see a 65-bullet was

t i d i ht ft ietained weight after expansion,tpercent r
ee 9000++++ pppercent retained he can se
wwiitthh sssooommmeee premium and ultra-weightsss www
bbbuuuulllllllleeeettttssss. PPPPllllaaaasssttic tips haavvee premiuummm 

dddd bbbballliiisssstic cooooeeeefffffffffiiiicccciiiieeeennnntttssss tttoooo lleeeevvveellss increassssseeeedddd
uuuugh allllmmmmoooosssstttt mmyyyytttthhhhiiiicaaall. oooonce tttthhooouuuu

Retained length after expansion is as 
important as retained weight to insure important as retained weight to insure
deep penetration, and most UP bullets
excel in this area. My comparison
testing of 308-180 grain premium and
UP hunting bullets showed there wasn’t
an accuracy problem in the lot. Most
shot well under 1 MOA from our 
accuracy mount barrels.

So what would Jack O’Connor do if 
faced with the wide selection of upscale
bullets we enjoy? I tend to think he’d try
them in factory ammo to find those that
fit his accuracy and trajectory goals. It
would save a lot of time reloading and
have him “on the gold” in the shortest
possible time. Then he’d go hunting!

About the Author: Allan Jones had a 16--
year career as a forensic firearms
examiner before moving to Lewiston ID
and taking over the roles of data
developer and technical editor for Speer p p r 
Bullets. He produced Speer Reloading 
Manuals 12, 13, and 14.. HHHHeeee retired in 
2007777 aannnndddd nnnnoooowwww vvvvooollluunteers at the Jack 
OOOO’CCCCoonnor Center and writes a monthly 
ballistics column for Shooting Times 
magazine.
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rowing Up O Connor 

ooking with Eleanor”ooking with Eleanor“CoCo
AARROOLLLIIINNNEEE O’CONNOR-By CCCAAA
UUULLLLLLLLAAAAMMMMMCCCCCUU

KKKDUCCK WWWWIIIITTTH GGIINNNN SAAAAUUUUCCCCEEEE

My motherm was a creeativeee aand
urceeeeffffuuuullllreessouuu ccookkk. EEven duurriinngg the
eesssttleeeeaneee timmmees shee manageeedddd ttooo put
oouuusdeeeelliici mmmeals on the tabbblllleeee.

nnggDDDuuurrriiinnn Thheeee WWar, my brothhhhers would
sssseeeettt uuuttooouu on their bikes withhhh rriiffles tto
ttthhhheee eeesssertddde aaaand bring back qqqquuuuaaaaiiiillll aaaannnndddd
jjjaaaccckkk rraabbiittss.rrr Mother wouldddd ddddrrreeedddggggeeee

the quail in seasoned flour, sauté
them, set them aside while she maade
gravy from the juices. Then she
would place them into a casserolee,
then topped with her famous flakyy
pastry. Voila! Caile en croute! Thhe
rabbits would be cut into pieces,
floured and fried, then served withh
mashed potatoes, gravy, biscuits, and
fresh peas. If we were very lucky, she
might have had the energy to makke a
pie, but usually not. Venison was
made into steaks and roasts, but they
were tough and gamey. The best way
thethe venisonvenison waswas cookedcooked waswas herher
venison chile recipe, which comes to
you laterr...

After my parents died, I somehoww
wound up with Mother's recipe file. I
still thumb through it for inspiratioon,
though what she created out of thhin
air was usually better than anythinng a
recipe could capture. Below is a
recipe which she got from one of mmy
father's friends, a well known Seatttle
restaurateur and chef, Gilbert Bartthe.
He and sommmmeeee of his hunting friends
drove over one chilly day in Octobber
aaaannnndddd ttthey alllllll went dddduuuucccckkkk hunnnnting. I
tttthhhhiiinnnnkkkk mmmmyyyy bbbbrrroooottthhhheerr BBBBrrrraadddd wwwwaaaassss iiiinnn on itt as
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well. yway,Any they returned to our
house thwi a beautiful bunch (brace?)
of rds,mallar which they hung by the
feet in heth unheated "trophy room"
behind heth house. Everyone was
ordered tot leave the birds alone to
age un utted,gu until Gilbert and

ycompany could return the following
week to cleanc and pluck them.

tlyApparent the secret is to age them
and not tot over cook them.

Here is heth recipe for DUCK WITH GIN
SAUCE:

Separate breasts from the rest of the
bird. itSpl down the middle. Salt and
pepper nda sprinkle with chopped
garlic. opTo breasts with strips of
bacon ndan add a generous amount of
l tclaret. iimmerSiSi ffor a h tshort hilwhile on
the top offoo theee sssstttooove and then bake
1/2 houuuurrr aaattt 444400000000 ddddeeeeggggrrrreees. Meanwhillee,
gently yyyyffffrrrryyyy sssslllliiiiccccedd muuuusshhhhrrrroooooooommmmssss iiiiinnnn
bbbbutterr. WWWWhhhenWWWW bbbbrrrreeeeaaaassttss aaaarrrreeee ddoone,
remove ttoot aaaa wwwarmm ppplattttttteeeerrrr aaannnndddd diissssccccaaaarrrddd
bbacon. PouurP jjjjuiccessss inttttoooo aaaa ssauce ppppaaaan
ttoo boil own.do AAAAdddddddd a pint of souuuurrrr
cccrream, heth mushrooms, and aa cccuup of

sGGoorddon'ss DDrrryyyyy GGGGinn. SSppprinnkle bbbrreeaasstttss
wwwwittth rrreeemmorrr ginnn bbeforee pouringggg ssssaauuuce
oooovvvveeeer..

This is a recipe I have never tried, but
Mother said it was worth every hour
of clean up she did after festivities
were over. Every pot, pan, and
utensil in the house used, every
surface splattered. Chefs are
notoriously messy, perhaps because
they rarely have to clean up after
themselves.

I hope some of you are courageous
enough to try the recipe! If Eleanor
was right, it will be worth the effort!

Bon appétit!

About the Author: Caroline O'Connor 
McCullam, Jack O'Connor's youngest 
child, lives on Mercer Island, 
Washington, and works in Seattle as a 
registered nurse. She has 3 sons, all of 
whom live in the area, and 8 
grandchildren. Her hobbies are 
travelingg,,,, ddooiinnnngggg wwwwaaaatteeeerrccccooollors (badly), 
lllleaarrnnnniiiinnng llanguages, cooking, music, and 
reaading good stuff. 
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uest Writers 

rout Creek Muley”“Tr

LEX SHARIF BY AL

d S ider son SergioM ldMy old t l tcame to me last 
and ssaiaiaiaid,d,d,d  “Dad, when can I get my year a
dedeerer??? “““ownn ddd

inininin jjjjubbbbililation asasasass hhhheee hahahahaddddd gogogogottttttt enen I waaaaassss
yyyy iinto asasasastrtrtrtronooonommmmyyyy annndd astro--phphphphyssysysicicicicss deepeppplyylyy
wawawawasnsnsnsn’t surureeee, noororor ddddidididid IIII wwwwannt t tt totototo ppppush andddd III w

owawardrdrdrds huntntntntininng.g.g.g. OOOOf f f f courseeee by y tht en,him too
d taggegegegedddd aalaa ong iiwithththt hhhisii bbbbrrororotthtt ererer he had

el on my last year’s Prongggghohh rn hhhhunuuu t Migue
ad an idea what a biggg ggamame hunt and ha
abobb utuuu .  iss all aa

eeeppapare him for the hunt tt t anaaa ddd mam king Tooo pre
hee dodd esn’t develop a flllinchchchh, IIsuuurerere h
ed aa llow recoil load witttth my wife’s cocoookokoke

WW, puushshhhinng a 100 grain Spitzer at a 24242443W3W3W
sst 2,555050 fps. This load prinntedmomomom dededess
tttaaba le cloverleavrerereeppepeatata es at thhhhe e rarangngnggee,e, 

hheee advaantage of a very lololoowwww fefefefeltltltlthahaaaddd ththhee advantage of a very loloow w feefeltt hahadd thh
((7 ft-l- bsbs) and would be pppererererfefefectctctlylylyy rererecoccoill

uate to take down a deere wwithin aadadadeqe u

200 yard circle. With this load at handd, 
Sergio practiced at our local range 3 oor 
4 times on a ¾  life size deer target thhat 
I had made for him. He was in the zonne,
if you know what I mean.

On November 2nd, Sergio and his 
younger brother Miguel were up at 5:330 
with much anticipation. Our next stop
was at Timmy’s for their breakfast
sandwich.  These little “goodies” are
what they will always remember as a
child, out with pa for a hunt. In addition, 
my trusted pal Hank came along to heelp 
and witness Sergio’s first big game huunt.

Just as we were entering the foothills,, 
the mighty sun shone her last rays 
before a cold Northern front was due tto
arrive. Since I wanted Sergio to learn all 
aspects of hunting, I asked him that he 
needed to walk in on his own and askk 
for permission from the land owner. Inn 
his own words: “My name is Sergio.  II 
want to ask permission to hunt deer oon ii
your land.  I will respect your propertyy, 
watch for the cattle, never litter, play iit 
safe and will stopopopop bbbby y y y tototoo ttttelee l you what 
hahahahappppppppenenenenedededed aaftftftfter the hunt.”  Of course hhe ”
gogot the permission and was told he 
could come back anytime. 

What a great time to be out with your 
youngsters, doing what you love the 
most, eh?

We had talked strategy prior to the huunt 
and were going to “hunt” and not “snippe” 
a deer. No shooting from a fence postt
nor at running game was on the agenda.

I also made susususure they understood the 
concept of “wiwind in your face” as we aall 
waw lked alongggg this shalllooww coulee. We 
sasasasawwww ddded er traaaaccccks and thththe bobbb ysys learneddsasasasaw w w w ddeded ere  traaaacckkc s annd thhhe e e e boboboboysysys learnedd 
hohohohowww tototo ddddiisisistitititingngngnguiuiuiuishshss tthehehehe ddddiririi ecececectitititionononon oooof travvelel  
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hoof marks. As we proceeded, from the 
3 mule deer does about 1,0003 l d d b t 1 000I spotted I tt d
ay.yards aw

wind in our faces, we dropped With the w
own in the coulee, out of sightfurther do
ed slowly. Miguel was asand walke
s Sergio and was absorbingexcited a

ep like a sponge.  After a 15 min every ste
h, I slowly poked out of theapproach
nd ranged the does. They were coulee an
s out; still too long for a sure 240 yards
a beginner. This exercise taughtshot for a
a great lesson and that is; we the boys 
ing” our quarare “hunt ry and are not in 
hence have to close thecombat, h
if we can.distance 

eeee hhhheearts wwwweeeerrrre bbbbeeeeatinngggg ffffaaaasstttt wwwwiiittthhhh Thhheeiirrrr llliiiitttttlleeee
nt annnnd vigoooorrrr. excitemee

y rose abbove the couleeeee aaaand WWWe finally
he does at 120 yards. NNooowww, we rrraanged th
ggg! WWWWitttthhhh MMiguuueeel aand HHHannnk ooouut of aarree ttalkin
wwwennnttt prroonee annd linedd uppp ffoorr ssssigghttt, weee 
SSSeergio waited for his qqqquuuarrrrrryy to tthhhhee ssshhhot. 
roooaaadsidde and slowly sqqueeeeeeeezzzzeeeedddd gggggoooo fuulllllllyyy b

er wwhhen he felttttthhhheeeee ttrrriiigggggge  comforrrrttttable. The 
thummpppp” of the spitzer hhhitting the fffaammmmmiiilllliiiaaarrr “““ttt
eeechooeedd bback at us andddd the boys rrrriiiibbb cccaaaagggeee ee
eeeaaard it as I had previoussssllyy cccllleeeaaaaarrrrllllyyy hhheee
bbooouut it wwwwith them. ttttaaalllkkkkkeeeedddd aabb

She took 5 steps and folded. Well done 
Sergio, you did good son!

SShheeee  wwwwaass a ffull grown doe with no fawns, 
ppppeeeerrffect for the pot. And look at that shot 
placement; right thru the rib cage for a 
humane harvest!  What an awesome 
feeling for Sergio to have this moment 
shared with his brother, pa and Hank. 
The deer weighed more than the two of 
them combined and then some.

After the field dressing session which 
wwaas an education on its own and as a 
Blackfoot ritual, Sergio got his face 
ppainted with his first deer. The big smile 
iinnnn the picture telllssss it all.  After Hank & I 
dddeebboned the venison, I made sure they 
eeeeaaacccchhhh ccccaaaarrrried at llleeeeast 15 llllbbbbssss oof meeeeat in 
tttth iii kk b kk t th t kk th ttttthhheeeeiiiirrrr ppppaaaacccckkkkssss bbaaccckkk ttoo  tthhee truucccckkkk,, ssssoooo ttthhhaat 
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w how it is done the oldthey know
d way.fashioned

ut surely, we marched the 1 Slowly bu
back to the truck and the cold mile trail b

ved in just as we closed thefront mov
oorstruck’s do

been a phenomenal day and This had 
all thankful to the good Lord for we were a
ing.this bless

 (andd not for) your kids and Hunt with
alalwaayysyss rreeme ember it.  Hopefully,they will aa
papapasssss iiittt onononon tttto ooo their youngsters so oo they wililllll ppp
sspopopoportrtrtrt aaaandndndnd paaasa time sstaaataysysysys aaaalilililiveveveve.that ourrrr sss

dddddy y Roosevelt, Aldo Leuupupu ololdd etett TrTrTrTrT ueueuueue,, TeTeeddd
iiit tt all, bbbut the responsibilili itititityyyy ofofofof alalala ssssstataaartrtr edded

aand ppreeserving the esseeeencnccnce ee e ofofofof  teeeacacaaachihih ngngn aaa

conservation starts right here in our 
home and in our own back forty. 

Amen

About the Author: Alexander Sharif is a 
principal structural engineer by trade
working for Fluor Corporation but with 
great passion for anything to do with the
outdoors and everything that involves a 
projectile. He lives in Calgary, Alberta
and enjoys a modest 220 plus days in
the great Canadian outdoors, hiking, 
biking, xc/bc skiing, fishing, shooting 
and of course hunting big game and 
upland. He loves sharing his passions 
with his brethren thru his weekly pictorial 
slideshows.

“Caribou in the Clouds”
BY CHET A. FITZGERALD

I was awakened in the middle of the 
nighghgg t and for a moooommemm nt I thought a 
woooollverine had maded  its way under the 
ththinininin pppplylylylywowoww od floorrrr oof our litttttttlelelele ccccabinn.. As I 

i ddd i I ldd h thgagagagainnnedededed ccccononononscscscs ioioususssnnenen sss ,, I couluuu dddd heheheheararara  theh  
soooununddd ofofof cccclalaawswsws ssscrcrcrratatatatchchchc iningggg oonoo wwwwooooooood ddd anannandddd
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think the intruder was actually began to 
of. Then ton the roo he porcelain coated 
in on the table washbas at the foot of our 
shed to the floor and I became bunk cras
aware that tpainfully a hat whatever it may
uffing and snarling at the toe of be was h
ing bag. My wife, who up to thismy sleep
been sleeping through the time had 

fair, reached over, grabbed my whole aff
whispered, “Do you think it’s a arm and w
ere is your rifle?” To the firstbear, whe
I had no response, as I was question 

o tell in the dim shadows of our unable to
ess cabin justwindowle what it was that 
ded our little refuge. Thehad invad
o the second question was answer to
rse, as my rifle laid field even wor
and unusable on the table near stripped a
 stove, drthe wood ying out from the
days soaking. With littleprevious 

ve, I reached for my flashlightalternativ
n of bear spray, not reallyand a can
orwarrrrdddd to using the acridlooking fo
ee inn ttthhheee tttiiigght confines of the substanncc
nnn.. AAAAssss tttthhhheeee lllliiigggghhhhtt went on I wassss little caaabbbbiiinn
wwwwiiiitttthhhh a terriblllleeee gggggrrrroooowwwwllll aaaannnnnddddd ttttwwwwoo greetedddd wwww

gggllowinnnngggg eeeeyyyyeess nnnnooootttt ssssiixx feet inn intenseelllyyyy 
uurrrr fffaaaaccces. FFFFoooortuunnnaaaatttteeeelllyyyy,, tttthhhheeyyyy wwwweerrre front of o
heedd tttto a beeeearr,,,  oooorrrr aaaa wolverrrriiiineeee ffffor not attachh
er, butttt ttttoooo aaa large malleeee ppppiiiinnnne ttthhat matte
hat had apparently smeelllleeeddd the mmmarten th
ibbbouuuu bbbblllloood oonnn  our clooottthheees aaannd ffrreesh cari
ddd  haaaddd  coome lloooking foorr aaa mmeeal. bbooootttsss anddd

d aaalmmmoost hear the colleeeccttttiiivvvveeee YYYYYoooou ccccooould
elieff ffrom ttssssiiigggghhh ooofff rre he two of ussss as my 
ppily eennnnccouraged wwwiffffeeee ssssllleeeeeeppp me toooo expedite 
esss of evicting our visitoooor ssoo she ttttthhhheeeee  pppprrroooccceee
tt bbback to sleep. I proceeeeeddddeedddd ttttoooo cccoooouuuuullldddd ggeeettt

t th hi hl itttt ttt dddhhhi ppast tthee now highly agitttaaaatttteeeedddd shhhiimmmmmmyyy ppp
ling marten to open the dddooooor, andddd sssnnnaarl

which had closed behind the little ball of 
fury. I then slid back to my original 
position, grabbed an old straw broom
and gave the little fellow a jab to the
nose. This was enough for him and he
bolted through the now open doorway.
Having learned my lesson, I donned
some boots and went out to grab a large 
rock to brace the door shut. 

As I walked to the shore of what my
guide, Tony McCormick, referred to as
‘Desolution Lake’, I was greeted by a 
different sound, the howling of a single
wolf on the far side of the mirror still 
water. For a moment I forgot about the
rock and just stood, soaking in my
surroundings. The air was crisp, frosty
and filled with the resinous scent of the
scrubby firs that surrounded the lake.
The moon and stars were visible for the
first time since we had arrived at our 
little camp in the Cassiars and the lakelittle camp in the Cassiars and the lake
was glassy smooth, another first in this 
windy drainaggge tthattt bbbbeeeeaaaarrrsss tttthhhe 
aapppprrrrooooppprriiiaatttteeee name of Hurricane Creek. 
TTTThhhheen a great howling erupted behind 
me, back on the divide with the Taku 
River as a pack of wolves answered the 
call of the lone trespasser. There are 
few sounds that so invoke the spirit of 
the wilderness than the howling of a 
wolf. Perhaps the dawn roaring of a 
pride of lions, the shrill whistle of a bull
ellk or the call of a northern loon, but at 
that moment, there was no better place 
toooo be. 

Itttt hhad been a tremendous experience, 
tttthhhheeee lllaaaasssstttt ffffeew dayyyyssss. It seeeemmmmeeedddd ooonlly hourstttheee llllaaassssttt ffffeeww dayyyysss. It seemeeeedddd oooonnnnlly hours 
aaaagggooo  wwwweee hhhaaaddd aaarrrrrrrriiivvvveeeedddd oonn tttthhhheee llllaakkkkeeee vvvviiiiaaaa ttthe 
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of two float plane flights from second o
C.CAtlin B. CAtlin B C

come all this way to hunt We had c
n caribou. Those large bodiedmountain
hat make their home in caribou th
British Columbia and the Northern 
portions of the Yukon andsouthern 

st Territories. The place namesNorthwes
ese, the largest of the North where the
n caribou exist are the stuff of American
egend. Names like Atlin, hunting le
h Creek and Whitehorse,Telegrapg p
e maapppp. Names I had read in dotted the
lliitteerraaattuuurree ssince I was a sportinggg  ll
yyyy.. JJJJaaaacccckkkk OOOO’’CCCCoooonnor himsseelff hhhhaaaadddd schoolbbbboo

nnnn tttthhhhis ssssame aaaarrrrreeeeeaaaa ffffoooorr SSSSttttoooonnnneeee’’sss huntedddd  iiiinnnn
aaaaribou aaaandddd mmooouuuunntaaiin goat bbaaaacccckkk SSSShhhheeeppp, ccc
Hiis ssssoon Braadfoooordddd hhhhaaadddd tttaakkkeeeennn aaaa in 1951. H
ouss bbbbuull iin tttthe ssssaaaammmmeee area wwwwhhhheeeerre ttremendo
ood over 55550 years later. NNNNot II now sto
d changed in that timeeeleeessssss mmmuch had
ssss. WWWWeeee wweree ssstilll oveeerrr 55500 aaiiirr wwilldeernees
mmm thheee neearest mmmmiilless frommm ddirt tracck aaannnddd the 
ss ssstill fccccoooouuuunttttrrry is iilled with a bounnnttttiiiiffffuull 
f ggaamme. From this cammmp alone vvvvaaarrrrietttyyy of
huntt sssheep, large Cannnadian ooonnnneeeee cccaaannn h

ggrrizzlyy, ggoat, wolf wolveeeerine and mmmmmoooooooosssseee,,  ggg
SSShhort of Africa, there arree ffeeww cccaaaarrrriibbbboooouu..  SSS
hhhere a hunter can chooooosssseee ffffrrroooommmmppplllaaaaacceeeesss wwhhheere a hunter can choooossseee fffrrrooommm ppplllaaaaccceesss wwh

such a wide selection of game on a 
single hunt.single hunt

We were there for the caribou, and on 
the morning of August 28th we set out att 
dawn. We mounted up and headed 
southeast down the east shore, then
after crossing the little river that flows
out of the lake we turned northwest and
began to climb a long ridge that rose 
gradually up to some nameless peak
about four miles away. It had rained all
night and the saturated fir trees that
lined the ancient game trail made you 
think you were riding through a carwash. 
We soon climbed above timberline onto
the bare ridge itself as the horses
labored through the thick layer of 
caribou lichen that covers the thin
mineral soil.

After about an hour of riding, Tony
pulled up at a patch of willow growing in 
a small, muskeg filled bowl and 
dismounted. He wanted ttooo ttttiie the horsess 
there,, wwwwhhheeeerrrreeee tttthhhheeeeyyyy wwoould be hidden and 
ggggooo oooonn foot to the lookout where we 
would spend the morning glassing. I 
was beginning to like the man, for only aa 
few seconds after we arrived at the 
lookout, he pointed across the basin at aa 
herd of caribou on a wide bench near 
the top of the mountain. One glance 
through the spotting scope revealed a 
herd of cows, calves and two small 
bulls, but what a way to start a hunt! I 
began to think that this business would 
bbbbee over quickly aaaand started picturing nott 
oooonnly a nice caribou bull, but also a big 
mmmmoooooooosssseeee aaaand goaaaatttt headeeeedddd ffffoorrrr theemmmoooooooosssseeee aaaanndd goaaaattt headed ffffoorrrr tttthhhhee 
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st. I may have been a little taxidermi
hasty.

t the next few hours glassingWe spent
Hurricane Creek drainage. I over the H

a cow moose with her calf spotted a
n the willows below us andfeeding in
und a small bull caribou as it Leslie fou
ut on the patopped ou ss at the head of 
on. And so went the next five the canyo
would rain and the fog woulddays. It w
first up the Taku River andmove in, 
he smaller drainages until onthen up th
ays glassing was impossible.several d
d sit through the drizzle waitingWe would
hort periods when the fog wouldfor the sh
allowing us to catch a quick roll back 

of the surrounding countryside. glimpse o
more herds of cows and calves, We saw m
all bulls and more moose, butmore sma
hat was enticing enough to nothing th

shoot.

the aaaaftftftfteree noon of the sixth day, Then, on
eerere mmakakakingggg our way across a far as we wewewe
aaaa kkkknonononownwnwnwn aaaas ss s ‘L‘LLost Gunnn PaPaPaPassssssss’’,’’  flung arrrreaeae
hehhher bebebebegaggagan toooo cccchahahahangngngngee. WWWWeethe weeeeeatatatata hhhh
nnnn the pasaasa s,s,s,s, namamammed for tthe ststststopoopopo pepepepedd i
d MMooodel 54 4 Wincncnn hehehehestsster thahaahat rusted old
d nearaaa  theehee trainininin aaaa ffffeweweww yeaae rsrsrsrs waw s foun
nd began glassing off intntntntoo o o what bbbefore, an
ed ‘Caribou Flat’. ToTTony call

nnnoonnn wawas thhe e tyt pe of dadaay y ththata  TThTT ee afa terrr
e ee yoyy u happy to be alive.e.e.e. TTheheh  juuujustss mmmade
ouuut t t and the countrysiddde wassss ssususunn n wawawas o
ng ffror m the prshshshhs imimmmememerir ismatic effect of 
r r r dropps ththat still clung ttttooo the thththt eeeee wawawateteterrr
chchch.  As we glassed the fflaat,t, wweeearararara ctcctctcticicicic bbirirrccc

lololone bbbbull caribou trottingngngng nononoottttiticecececedd aa
ana d yey s,s  I mean literally y trtrtrotototottititingngng arrrouoououo ndndnd, aaa
n circles. The bull would buck arououndndn  in

like a horse, run for a spell, come to an 
abrupt halt, shake his waterlogged hide 
and repeat the whole process. We 
quickly found him in the spotting scope 
and what a bull he was! He carried long
heavy main beams, good tops and a 
double shovel. 

Tony said the bull was a very good 
specimen and asked if I wanted to try 
and get closer. I looked the bull over 
again and decided it definitely warranted 
a closer look. We hurried to the horses 
and began a long, sinuous arc that 
would take us over to the ridge where
the bull was located. When we were 
about a mile from where we had last
seen the bull, we tied the horses and 
began to climb up to the bull on foot. 
After about 1000 yards I spotted 
something white in a patch of scrub fir.
Closer inspection through the binocular 
f d it t b th b ll d i hifound it to be the bull, now dozing on his 
feet in the warm September sunshine. 
All that runningnggng mmmusususu t tt t hahahahavveve ttiired him out,
bubut t itititit lllefeft ttt uus in a precarious position. 
FrFrFFroom the bull’s vantage point, he could 
easily spot us making our way up the 
small draw that we had hoped would 
conceal our approach. Tony had the 
rangefinder and he determined the bull 
was 450 yards away. A long shot for 
sure, so I decided to get closer.

WeW  began stalking towards the bull,
walking when he would drop his head, 
sttopo ping when heeee would shake his 
anananantlers in an atteemmmpt to rid himself of the 
smsmsmsmall biting blackck flies thaat had emerged 
wiwww thththth tttthehehehe sssunny wwwweeae thewwwiw thththh tttthehehehe sssununny wwwweeaee theer WWWee cccoc ntn inuedr. WWWWeeee cocococontn inueu d
tototto ccclololoosesese tttheheh dddisisisstatataanncncn ee yayaaardrddd bbbby y y yayayayardrdrdrd uuuuntnnn ilillil 
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to a wide open slab of granite we came 
mall creek in its center. We with a sm
o cross this opening to be able needed to
clear view of the bull’s vitals, to gain a 

here all we could see were hisas from h
bove his hideout in the firs. I antlers ab
first, followed by Tony while would go 

ould stay behind and observeLeslie wo
. We quickly scrambled acrossthe show
te slab without disturbing our the granit
aribou only to find that we couldresting ca
him at all now that we were on not see h
e hillside.the same

choices we had now were toThe only 
ng closer or back off andrisk gettin
a long shot from the drawattempt a
really like stalking in close to an below. I r
henever possible, so, on weanimal wh

e were able to close thewent. We
to about 80 yards, but I still distance 
t get a good view of the bull’s could not

ft h I f lt then, as often happens, I felt the it l thvitals, the
he bbacacacckkk k of my neck. A few wind hit tt
lalalateteer r r r ththththeeee bubububull perked up his secondddssss

ddd iiiinnnn ononononeee e moottitt onononn sssspupupupunnnn 181818180 000head andndndn
ananana dddd bebebebegagagagannnn trttrtrotottitititingngngng ooooutu  of f viewewww degreeeeeee ssss aaa
aaaaw,w,ww  obscuuuurererered bybybyby a ssmamamamall fffoloooldddd ofoofo  upp ttthehehee dddrararra
abboouoo t five ffffeeeeland only y etetetet hhhhigigiggh. I toooook k ofofff f

as welelelell,l,ll, hhhhooopoo ing to catatatchchcch hhhhimimimim rurunning a
e plunged off in to the thiccck kkbbbefore he
n the north slopoo e of thehehe hill.. AAs I tittimbm er on
o theeee eeeedgdge, I looked upp tooo fifindn  mamaadeee it tototo
ilililhoh ueuetttede  agag inst the hhhoororizizizon ththththee bubbubull ss
0 yayay rddds away and makkkingggg fafafafaststsst ababababa ououo tt tt 1511 0

mbere . I shouldered theeee D’Arcy fofofoforr r r thththe ee titt m
uiu lt MModoodo el 70, swung thhhrh ough EcEccE hohohoholslsls bbbuuu
oof thee rapidly departingggg buull ththththt eeeee bobobobodydydy
ededed the trigger as the crososososshshhhaiaaa rsrsrsrs ananannddddd tatatatapppppee
d bl k hi k Y llddddddd blackck oon his neck. Youuuu cocococoulululu ddddappppppeppepearararededd
200 grain Nosler hit flesssh hh anana ddheararara ttthehh  2

the bull dropped in his tracks as I slid 
another round into the chamber.

It was the perfect end to the perfect 
afternoon.

After the usual congratulations and 
photos we caped and quartered the bull 
and headed ffforororr cccamamamamp pp whwhwwheere we would 
spspennnendddd ththe night swapping stories,
flflflflese hing the cape, drinking good 
Canadian whiskey and chasing martens 
out of the cabin. We would go on to hunt 
moose for the rest of the trip, but without
success. The moose were there, to be 
sure, but I did not see one of the big 
wide bulls that this area is famous for. 
Not to worry, all the more excuses to go 
back again.

AAAboout the Author:  After growing up on 
aaaa lalalaargrgrgge e ee rarararanchingggg operatiiiionononon iiiin n nn Northern ggg gggg p
UtUtUtU ahahahah,,, ChChChChetetett FFFFititititzzgzgzgererere alalala d d eaeaeaarnrnrnrnedededed aaaa MMMMasasasasters rrrrrrr
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in Natural Resources in Natural ResourcesDegree Degree
ement from Utah Manage State University 
 He has worked for the United in 1998.

Department of Agriculture's States D
Resources Conservation Natural 
for the last fourteen years in Service 
d Alaska. He enjoys fine rifles Utah an
n avid big game and waterfowl and is an
having hunted throughout hunter, h
Canada and the Western U.S. Alaska, 

ently lives on a small farm in He curre
n Utah with his wife Leslie and Northern
pack of English Foxhounds.his little 

“ Irwin SpringsThe 
k”Buck

BY Andresen Phil 

KiKK m mmm anananand I weweerere workikikinggg ovevev r MyM  wife 
ooouruu  favavavorriti e ridgdge-top arreaaas sonne ee of ooo
oururur annual ten-day mulelelele deeeeeer rduduud riiinnng o
theee Methow Valley of hhuhuunttt iiinn t
gtonn.. It was another beeaee utiful WWaWaWWashshhinining
ddd day y in tthe Okanogann clear, blbbluueueue bbbiririrddd
ssstyt  mornings with sunnnynyn wwararmmmcrcrcrrcrisisissp p pp frfrrooo

oonsnsn . It wwwwas late afternoooon;n;;n; wwwwe’e’e’e’ddddafafafffteteeterrnrnrnoooo
utut sincece before dawn. Thhhhananannkskskks ttto o obebeeebeenenen oouuu

boots my toes felt like they y were mymyy nnnew

on fire. I was worn out; plenty dry and on fire I was worn out; plenty dry and
could hear the cold beers back at our 
log house calling my name. 

The migration was on, we’d seen about 
a hundred-fifty deer that day but
watching does and fawns with an 
occasional spike or crab pincher two-
point was downright boring.

As we dropped down Coyote Ridge ontoo 
the old Stokes Ranch, the terrain
changed from steep scattered timber to
open rolling hills of grass, sage and
bitter brush. Soon we jumped another 
bunch of bedded deer… as usual it was 
more does and kids.

A few minutes later as we topped 
another finger-ridge, we ran into the 
same bunch.  Kim knelt to watch them. 
She enjoys hunting and is fascinated by 
mule deer. Often if I don’t see anythingy g
worthwhile I’ll lay back for a catnap – 
while Kim keeps a lookouout.t..

ShShe’e’e’e’s sss aa dadddarn good spotter and like most 
wwomen she differentiates colors better 
than me. She really enjoys the hunting 
experience of hiking the mountains, 
living with nature, and finding bucks... 

Irwin Springs is a broad secluded basin, 
north of it a tight rocky spine creates a 
steep sided canyon that climbs north 
ana d drops off into heavily timbered Wolf 
Canyon. We casually strolled to the
canyon’s edge whw ere we had a 
papppanoramic view oooof both steep sides, as 
wwwew  did deer begaggg n rising from their 
bebebebedsdsdsds.. ThThThThey werrrreeeen’t spoooookokokokedededed soo webeeedsdsdsds... ThThThTheyey weerrreeene t spop okkkkededdd sssso o we 
knknknknewewewew tttthehehey yy weweweerererer ttttiririrrededee ffrororoommmm trtrtt avavavavelelelelininingggg and
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ably just arrihad proba ved from the back 
country.

pered loudly, “There’s a rack!”Kim whis

behind me looking to her left She was 
he lower end of the canyon. Itoward th
d the hillside but couldn’t single searched
of all the does and brush. him out o

ht there Phil, can’t you see“He’s righ
gency was building in her voice. him?” Urg
t big rock on the end of the“See that
ook below it and to the right;ridge? Lo
t in therehe’s right with those does. He’s 
broadside, about fifty yards…” standing 

obviously excited; I squinted She was 
sun, eyes darting from deer tointo the s
a wave of frustration and deer as a
ne began to boil in my gut. She adrenalin
nty feet downhill; her view could was twen
different… be much 

ng upppphhhhill, can’t you see him? “He’s goi
tt oouuttt iinnn tthhhhee open, walking He’s riggghhhtt
eeeeeee tttthhhhaaaatttt rrrroooocccckkkk ooon the hillssiddeeee???? slowly! SSSee
tttt bbbbyyy itttt.. OKHe’s riggggghhhhtttt , OOOOKKKKK, sssseeeeeeee tttthhhhhaaaatttt bbbbiiigggggeerrrr 
ssssh thatt’’’’ssss mmmmoosttlllyyyy   ddddeeaadd?” Heerr bbbbiiiittttttter bbrrruuus
one wwwwas turninngggg ttttoooo aaannnnggeer... “““HHHHeeee’’’s excited to
er ttheeee topp, ccannnn’’’tttt yyyyoooouuu see hhhhiimmmm??”””  ggoing ove

n’t see the SOB!” I blurteeedddd as I “““NNo! I don
to wwwwhhheeeere sheee kneelt. ssttoomped 

ooott to KKiimm, I ddropped to ooooneee WWWWWhhennnn I gg
 iiinnn timmmee to see his rummmpppp aaaannnndd kkkknnnneeeeee  jjjjust
oinngg over the ridge. “TTTThere aaaannnntttttllerrrsss ggo
otherr oooonne,” I thought, nnnoting his gggooooeeeessss aaannnooo
ss weree jjust outside his earrs… aaaaannntttttlleeeerrrr tttiiipppss

ccceee bucccck huh?  He was rrriiiigggghhhhtttt “PPPrrrrreettttttttyyy nnii ggyyy
ssttart wwiittthhheeeerrreee tttoo sss h.” she grinned.

“Yeah, I can’t believe I couldn’t see 
him!”

“What do we do now? He didn’t seem 
spooked.”

“I don’t know… let’s go up here to the
top… maybe we can spot him again,” I
mumbled as we turned and picked our 
way up along the canyon’s steep edge.
Sure enough, as we approached the top 
Kim spotted him again. At first all we
could see were his antlers silhouetted 
on the skyline, we hunkered down in the
rocks to watch and got ready in case he
gave us a shot. 

Waiting was a killer. We were smack in
the middle of public land within a mile
walking distance from a couple access 
points. We didn’t want to spook the herd 
but dang, we needed to make
something happen before dark or 
someone came stumbling in on us and 
screwed it all up. 

AAfftteeerrrr aaaabboooouuuutttt aa hhalf-hour the buck worked 
hhhhiiiissss wway around the top to check the 
does on our side of the ridge. I guessed 
the distance at about two hundred yards 
but he looked pretty small in the scope. 

As he slowly picked his way across the 
rocky hillside; brush and other deer 
blocked any chance to shoot. As he 
finally stepped past a doe feeding below 
him I touched it off. The report was still 
rolling out across the countryside when I 
ccccaaaaught a glimpseeee of him lunging forward 
innnn thhe scope, then he was gone. 

““““WWWWaaaassss  hhhheeee  hhhhiiiitttt???? CCCCoooouuuulllddd yyoouuu tteellllllll????”””” 
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ok like it; he just jumped and“Didn’t loo
of sight.”went out o

cut my teeth on Outdoor LifeAs a kid I 
e and lived for Jack O’Connor Magazine
ack was my hero and rolestories. Ja
y father wamodel. M s an O’Connor fan
e was also a very committed too but he
he only way I could hunt wasarcher; th
 so I was also an archer. Onewith Dad,
came home with a brand newday Dad c

mington Model 700 with a Burris .270 Rem
never filled a tag with it but a3X9. He n
s later he gave it to me justfew years
e died.before he

his trip I found a new article of Prior to th
r’s; the subject was shootingO’Connor
ame. Like most every hunter moving ga
ed and/or wasted a few steaksI’ve misse
or hurried with poor shots. I read the 

veral times article sev and the gist of his
tatement really stuck with me:closing st
yy harrddd“It’s prettyty tototot  over-lead running 

game.”

tttiiing g ththththee ee longesesesest ttt fifififiveveveve mmmminninututesesese oof f After wawawawawaitititit
anaaa d inteeeentntlylylyly glaaasssss ing thee areaeaaa thththheee e e yeyeyeeararaa ,,

e’dd wwwatchedd theeee bbuccucckkk, we wwewewereeee where we
er tto geggg t acccrossssssss tttthahahahattt canyyyyoononn....bob th eage

back to keep an eye oonn thththeee hill. KKKim held
roosssss to ooo the spsppoto wwhererere II I crc eppt ac
hhhe bububub ckccc mmigghth bbe lying  dedeeadad, ththt ouoo ghghg t ththh
dddddden in the rocks… butututut wwwhehehenn I mmamam ybbbbe ee hidd
, mmmy y heart sank… “No buckckckck… ggogogoott t t thhhheerere e,
I mum st’ve missed… Daaaamn it!”nononoo bbblolooododod, 

eee timeme II was crossing thhhhe TThThTThee e e e whwhwhw olololee
ndndn  sneaking around, deeeeerer wwerere e ecacacaanynynnynyoonono aaann
p and bbouncing downhilllll tttooo ththththeeeegegegeg tttttttininnnggg upupp and bouncing downhillll ttooo thththe e e egegegettttttinininggg upup
ircledd tthhe crest as the buuuckckkck soutututu h.h.h. II cci

had, trying to read the ground, hoping to
find blood or some clue of where he’d
gone, but in my heart I knew he was 
with the others, far downhill.

Finally I relaxed and resigned myself to 
the idea that all the deer were headed
south, long gone and the buck was
probably somewhere out there with
them… maybe we could jump him again
on our way to the truck…

Suddenly I was startled by an old doe 
that appeared from nowhere, she came 
trotting past me within twenty yards.
“Last one bringing up the rear.” I
thought, still kicking myself for blowing
such an easy shot at a good buck. 

In the blink of an eye the buck was
there, came right in behind the doe.
Maybe he’d hung back because he was 
smart maybe he was just too necked upsmart, maybe he was just too necked up 
and lovesick, but if he thought he was 
going to catch this old doododoeee hehehehe wwas dead 
wrwronong.g.g.g.

ThThee buck’s eye bulged with alarm as he 
passed me, he knew we were far too 
close and he quickly bolted; his hooves 
dug into the ground like a race horse as
he shifted gears into a high speed sprint 
to escape. 

My rifle rose effortlessly, the safety 
somem how slid off… as he stretched it 
out everything went into slow motion. I
feltltt no excitement,,,, just detachment as if 
I wawaww s watching somommeone else. I realized
I wawawawas following his s lunging rur n in the 
scscsccopopppeeee bbbbututuut caughhhhtt myselff;;;; “HHHololololddd thhescscscscopopppe,e,e,e, bbbbututuu ccaua ghhhht myseelf; HHHHololololdddd ththe
cecececentntntterererer lllinnne;e;e; bbbe e cacacacalmlmlmm!”!”!”!” OO’C’CCCononoo nononor’r’r’r’s s s s ararara titititiclclccle
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ough my mind.  “Not when raced thro
ing up, get out ahead of him a he’s mov
“a few inches ought to belittle;” … “

… he’s so close… wait ‘til he’s enough…
ound… and… FIRE!”  I felt on the gro
rt of a presence and could some sor
meone else yelled inside myswear so

head.

roared and the buck went limp The rifle r
in a clatter of antlers, hooves piling up 
. Our hunt was over, this whole and dust.
ale couldn’t have taken moregrand fina
or six seconds… at the time itthan five 
ronic to kill a mulie buck at seemed i
y close range in such huge such very

en country. wide-ope

over him admiring his body Standing 
antlers, a lifsize and etime of memories 
shing back. Kim topped the hill came flas
e beaming with excitement; above me

me ogling the buck like someme ogling the buck like some caught mcaught m
. goofy kid

wwwrrooonnnngggg????” “What’sss www

 II’mmmm jjjjuusssstt fffull ooffff eeeemmmmoooottiion rriighhht “Nothiiiinnnnngggg,,,
kkkkiingg abbooouuuutttt DDadddd aand tttthhhhiiiiss gggguuuunnnn, nooowwww;; tttthhhhiinnn
onnnoooor helpeeeedddd mmmmeee sssshhhoot annndd how O’Coo
d we’vvvveeee bbbbooootth workkkeddd fffooor tttthhhhiiissss.” hhow hard

k’s neck was swollen wwwiitthhh tthe TTThe buck
isss hhheeeeaaaavvvvyy muussskkk wwas aaalmmmoosstt rruutt and hh

ggg... Deeeeeepp chesteedd, with aa hhhuuuggge ssssssicckeeninggg
sssppporttting thrpppppooootttbeeeellly, ee-point annnnttttlllleerrss oon 

e, hhhee probbably weighedd 200 eeeeaaaacccch sssiide
eldd ddressed. He wasnnnn’t the pppoooouuuuunnnndddsss  fffi
II’m aallwwaays dreaming oooof, but he wwwwwhhhooooopppppppeeerrr 
rrrnnn good buck for us. Myyyy ffiirrsstt wwwaaasssss aaaa ddaaa
aaa cleaan miss; the secoooonnnnddddsssshhhooooott wwwaass aa clean miss; the secooonnndd ssshhhooooott wwwass 

s neckk aat the base. brrooookkkeee hhiss

After we got him dressed out and laced 
back up we started dragging; by the
time we got to a county road about a
mile away he was suede on both sides.
Kim waited on an aspen bench above
the road in the dark while I went for the
pickup. Because we were so late our 
partners came looking for us and we all
returned to ‘camp’ together.

Back at the log house dinner was ready
and waiting. Afterwards, lounging
around the blazing fireplace sipping kill-
drinks we celebrated another great
adventure; my screaming toes were
long since forgotten, our whistles were
wet, and we were with our closest familyy 
and friends. Could life possibly get any
better?

About the Author:  Phil Andresen grew 
up in Olympia Washington. He
has been an avid Jack O'Connor fanhas been an avid Jack O Connor fan 
since childhood and took his first black-
tail deer with a bow wwwhhhheennn hhhheeee was 
seveennnntteeeeeennnn.... TTTToooogggeeeettthher, Phil and his wife
KKKKiiiimmm, hhunted the Crazy Mountains of 
Montana for a number of years and 
have hunted, skied and vacationed all 
over the northwestern United States. 
Phil recently retired and attended the 
2011 Jack O'Connor raffle ceremony at 
Lewiston in 2011; he enjoys writing and 
has submitted a couple of short stories 
too the Jack O'Connor website 
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assic O’Connor
hat, No White-"Wh
s?"Tails
k O’Connor- January 1939By Jack

ted with permissReprin ion from Outdoor 
agazine.Life Ma

d to pick the American big gameIf I had
that has given me more realanimal 
re than any other, I think I’d  pleasu

e the Arizona white-tail. I like thechoose
le deer the majestic elk thele deer, the majestic elk, the big mubig mu
brownwnnn mmmmountain sheep, the gaudy great, b
pepep ….… .………. … antelolooppp

eeeeaaaadddd mmmmoooore aaaabbbbooooouuuutttt ““““WWWWhhhhhaaaatt,, NNNoo  To rrrreeee
---ttail” ppplllleeeeaaaassse rrrreeeefer to oourr JJJJaaaacccckkk WWWWhhhiittteee

nnoorrrr Archiiiivvvvessss wwwwiiiittthhhiin ouuuurr O’Conn
ite looccccaaaattttiooooon!!!!!!!!! websi

About the Author:  Jack O'Connor's first 
love, besides his family, was the
outdoors and writing about hunting,g g,
firearms, and the natural history of big rr
game animals. As the lonongtgtgtgtimi e firearms tt
editorr fffforororor OOOOututututdodododoorooor LLLLiffife magazine,
O'OOO CoCCoConnor hunted and collected trophies 
tht roughout the world, and introduced 
millions of readers to hunting and 
firearms. He is still considered the 
undisputed dean of outdoor writing and 
journalism. Please visit our website at 
www.jack-oconnor.org to learn more g
about Jack, his family life, career, and 
conservation legacy.
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iscellany
e Jack O’Connor Hunting Heritage At the
Education Center: and E

py of Jack O’Connor’s .375H& H A cop
currently on display as the 2014 rifle, c
gun of the year, will be raffled off raffle 

me lucky individual. This rifle,to som
by Roger and Paula Biesen, is made 

nd of three rifles to be built in thethe 2n
can” series.  The drawing will be“Afric
on June 7th, 2014 at the Jack held o
nnor Center.  Be sure to come out O’Con
at day! on tha

e Jack O’Connor Center we now At the
an ample supply of books on have a
nnor and also several of the out of O’Con
classics, such as The Rifle Book print c

The Shotgun Book.  We also havegand T
s in liiliimimmm ted supply. Call the others

erer ffororr aaavvaailii ability.  208-743-5043.Centtteee

WiWiWiWincncncnchehehehester MMMMododododelelee 77770000 JaJaJaJackckckck  The eee WWW
nnnnnnnnoororor TTTTriririr bubububuteee RRRRififififleleleless s s ara e stilll l onononon tttthehehehe O’’CoCCoCoConnnn
tttt aaaandnn  supupplplplpliieii s stststtrererereetetett araara e drrdrdryiyiyiyingngg uuuup.pp.p.  If 
re luuuucky ennnnououououghghghgh tttto o own oono e ee of you ara
“limititititedededed rrrrun” riiiiflflflessss bbbbe e susususurerer tttto ooothese 
your gun case from theeee CCCenter.r.r.r.  order 
e read the accccoc mpm annnyiyingg Please
rworrrrk kk k tththata ccamaa e withhh yyououur r rifle for rrrpapp pep rrr
iiingngn dddetete aia ls. orrrrderirii

In our next newsletter:  

Allan Jones, an O’Connor fan, will 
discuss one of his favorite topics in 
the next Tech Corner.

In the 2nd Quarter newsletter we will d

share some thoughts on “Fair Chase”, 
women that hunt, and getting kids 
back outdoors.

Contributor’s favorite cooking recipess.

Plus, another great article from the 
Jack O’Connor collection.


