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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
CARD

MMMARARARARKKK K YOYOYOYOCHCHCHCHUM, CO-CHAIRRRRMAMMM NByByBy

uiuiuuild it annnnddd d thththhtheeyeee wwwwili l comemeee.” “B“B“BBuuuu

it wowooould seeeeemmmm tttthehehehe famousss s liiiineeee from So
e Kevinnnn CoCoCoCoostner movieeee “F“F“F“Fieiieield of the
eams” is indeed aDre truism... TTThe lasssst t
ek of May y provovooveded as mumum chch aat thewee
ckck OOOOO’C’C’C’Connnor r CeCenter aaass ououur r sts aff anddddJaJaccc
uuuntn eeeeerss jjoineed tot gethere ttto hohh st our volll
t tt eeeveree JJOC week.  Our rrr gogogogoalal wwas tofirs
vee aa week-k long festive eventttt llleaeaeaeadiddid ngngngn  hahahh v
to ouour anniversary andddd annual upupup

sts omm rrrrififlel  raffle drawingg.gg  cucucuusss

e e wweek was launched wwwiwiththtt aaaannn evevee enenenning g ThThheee
momovies and popcorn at tththeee mumumuuseseseumumumumofof mom vies and popcorn at thththeee mumumumuseseseseumumu   ofof  
the viv sisitors staying in HeHeHeelllllllssss GaGaGaGatetetet  fofof r r

State Park (our generous landlord) aand 
culminated with a very entertaining jjet 
boat trip into Hells Canyon ramrodded
by Captain Butch and the fine folks at 
River Quest excursions.  We are still 
talking about the BBQ lunch at Gardden 
Creek Ranch. 

We advertised the “week” to the genneral
public but sent out RSVP invitationss for 
a private meet-and-greet on the Fridday
night before the drawing.  We had aa full 
house that enjoyed complimentary hhors 
d’ouerves and great wine tasting froom
Clearwater Cellars Winery as well aas 
cold frothy beers from Riverport 
Brewery.

Noted outdoor journalist Wayne VanNoted outdoor journalist Wayne Vann 
Zwoll was our featured speaker andd set 
the stage for a smsmsmmalalalalllll bubububut entertainingg live 
auauaa ctctctctiooioionnn whwhwhwhiicichhhh did very well as a fund 
raiser.  Our guests were given the 
opportunity to make donation pledgees to 
the Center and many did.  Thanks ggo 
out to all who helped and to all who 
participated through their generosityy. 
Saturday of course was our 2nd annual 
“Free Gun Show and Shine.” It was an
opportunity to see some quality fire 
arms and visit with those who sharee our 
passion.  Special treats were book
signings by Wayne Van Zwoll and JJohn 
Barsness offering many of their writings 
inscribed wiwiwiw th personal enhancements.

That afternoon we had our drawing..
ThThThThisisii  year wewww  had tttthrhrhrhreeeeeeee prizes, a JJJOOC y pp
rererereplplplplicicicicatatatatedededed ccccamamama p p boboboox,x,x LLLLeueueueupopopopoldldld binoccularrs
ananannd,ddd  of ff cocooourururrsesesesese,,, ththtt eeeee bebebebebeauauauauautititititifufufufufulll BiBiBiB esesesesesennnnn 
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om .375 H&H which was won by Custo
range of Lewiston (one of our gun range of Lewiston (one of our gunBill StBill St
exhibitors).show

year’s ticket sales were the secondThis y
st ever. highes
isitation for the month of May wasOur vi
est since the Center opened.  Wethe be
t and you came.  The week-long built it
revenues will go a long way event 

d funding our operations and youthtoward

challenge programs in the coming yeaar.
As chairman, “Thanks to all of you” foAs chairman “Thanks to all of you” foor or
helping to keep Jack’s memory and 
ideals alive.

About the Co-Chair:  Mark Yochum iss 
currently the co-chairman of the 
JOCHHEC.  He is a Life member of thhe 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and 
Safari Club International, an NRA 
member and a supporter of Ducks 
Unlimited and The National Wild Turkkey 
Federation. He is a United States Armmy 
veteran, lives in Lewiston, Idaho and 
works as a Real Estate Broker. 

By MIKE BUTLER, DIRECTOR

“Jack O’Connor Days” 

Just to briefly reiterate Mark Yochum’s 
comments from above, the week of MMay
25th through June 1st was designated 
“Jack O’Connnnnooro  Days” here at the Jacck
O’Connor Center and Hells Gate Statte 
PaPaPaParkrkrkrk,,, in Lewwwwisissston, Idadaaahohohoho....  The week-,,, ,
lolololongngngng eeeeveveveentntntnt ccccululululmimiminanan teteteedddd wiwww ththhh aaaa ssssmammm ll 
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g of Jack Ogathering ’Connor enthusiasts 
ening social function withi i l f i i hfor an evef
an Zwoll, well-known outdoor Wayne va
d lecturerwriter and , as guest speaker 
by silent and live auctions and followed 

or new members and support.  I a pitch fo
ya, I was blown over by the gotta tell

of support and enthusiasm thatamount o
wn at our first event.was show

wing day we had a gun showThe follow
e and as a wrap-up, we raffledand shine

off our 1 ts  in a series of 3 rifles; a Roger 
African Series, 375 H&HBiesen, A

in a Winchester pre-64 Modelmagnum
ed action, stocked in beautifully 70 barrele

French walnut and artistically grained F
d by Paula Biesen-Malicki. The engraved
of tickets sold this year well number o
d previous year’s offerings. exceeded

n what is happening with the Interest in
Connor Hunting Heritage andg gJack O’C
n Centntnnter isEducation visibly increasing.
saiddd,,, nonon nennn  of this would be With thaaat t

wwwitititithohohohoutututut oooourururur mmmmembers takakiniiningggg anananan possiblelelee ww
ererere est t t ininin active iiintntntntnn eeee our prprprprprogogogograraraamsmsmsms. II nnnnowowowow 
e e ee you totototo bbbbececececomomomomeeee annnn even momomomorerererer  chchchhalaaaaa lengngngngeeee
rtiticiicic papapapant a ddndnd engngngngagaggagageeeee oououour fofofoforurrurummmmactive paa
ouru wwwwebbsittett aaaandndndnd sssshhahh re yyyouououur r rrusers on

f hunting, ffirearms anddd shshshshooting wwew alth of 
on each of us have coondnddenensed innformatio
nogooo gigggg nsnsnsns.  All ooof f usus areee wwwala kikingn  inntoto oour nn
eede iaaass s whwhen iit coc mes toto ttthihissseneeene cyyyc clopppee
ttt iiis s not doing anyone eeeelslslslse e aananystststtufuuu f bbbbub t ii
hooarara did ng iit up goggogoooodod bbbbby yy h and not sharing.

ara eaa issss aa great place toooo brain AA A A fofofofoforururuumm m aaa
orormatiion and then encooooouraga edudududdumpmpmpmpm iiinfnfnfoo
gegeg r shooooo ter- hunter typeeees s s s toooo ououo rrr rrr yoyoyoyoyooununngg

oonen aanonother in theenenngaggagagagegegeg ooo forum m m m arararareaeaeaeas.s.s.s

From what I can see, younger shooters 
readily engage forum areas for dil f f
information, and love to share good 
ideas or thoughts. They take to it like
ducks to water.  We older types might
be somewhat intimidated by it but none 
of this is rocket science.  So….make it a
mind set to share your years of outdoor 
knowledge with the next
generation….and by the way…. show
the website and forum area to some
hunting/shooting friends, young and old, 
to get them engaged in the discussions.
The website location is: www.jack-
oconnor.org  The forum area and
newsletters are located within.

   Good Hunting…………..

MB

About the Director:About the Director: Mike Butler startedMike Butler started 
his wildlife career in 1975 with the 
Missouri Departmennt tt ofofofof CCCCononononses rvation.
MiMiMiMikekekeke rrrrececcecenenenentltltlt yyyy cococ mpleted a 30 year stint 
wiwiwiwithththth tttthhe Federal Government as a 
wildlife biologist, mainly focused on
wildlife habitat restoration.  He is an rr
Endowment member of the NRA, a Life 
member of the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, a supporter of Ducks 
Unlimited and The National Wild Turkey 
Federation and is also an NRA certified 
Range Officer. He is an avid turkey and 
elk hunter, and enjoys Alaska salmon 
fiiishsss ing at least ooncnnn e a year. 
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ech Corner

“ houghts on OpticsTh ”
LLAN JONES By AL

teer Host, JackVolun O’Connor Hunting
age and Education Center Herita

ntly had cataract surgery and nowy ad ca a ac su ge y a d oI receece
20/20000 vision for the first time in my have 2
can onononnceeece again use both tubes of life. II cc
nnocococululululararararssss anananandddd look through a my bbbininin

coocoopepepepe wwwwitititithhhoutututut sssseeeeeeeeinininngggg sisisisis xxx x sesesesetstststss oof fffriflesssscccc
hhhhaiaiaairsrsrsrs!!!! ThThTThisisisis mmmmadadadadeeee mmemem  reflelect oooonnnn hohohhow w w w wcrooososo shsshshsh
pppptittt cs useee hhhhasasasass eeevovovovolved. ItItItIt alsssso oooououououurrrr opopopop
d mmeee recalll howwww JJJJacacacca kkkk k OOO’O CoCoCoConnnnnnnor’s helpedd
caalil tyyyy helpeepepep d memememe llleaeaeae rn howwww tttto use practic

them.

e I sssstatatatartrrr , I’I ll sshahhharee an n O’O’O CoConnnnor Before
ththatttt ssstatttartrted stttorory ttt wiw thh optics.s. WWWhhilel  I 
uuupep rvrvvissini g ththe Tech SSSSupuppuppopoort wawawawas ss

onnn ofoo CCCCICI-Speer, a calllerererer aaaasksks ed me seeeectcccc io
metett JJack O’O Connifif IIII’d’d’dd m or. I rrerer plied thhh tattat, 
 I ddidid not arrive in Lewwwwiston untilsasas dldldld y,y,y,y

yyyeae rss aaftftere  his passing....nnininenenen yyyy

aaallller saiaaa d he had talkedddd totototo JJJJacacacack k kk onononon ThThThThhe e cacaca
hh b f H JJJ k’’’thth hhhono e yeears before. He ssssawawawaw JJJJacacacack’k’k’k’s ss sththththe e e phphh
w of fifirst-generation commmpapaactctc  rerereviviviewe

binoculars and liked Jack’s
recommendation of a European moderecommendation of a European modeel.el
He had money to buy the expensive 
binocs, but could not find any in the UUS.
After calling dealers, distributors and 
importers from California to Maine, hee 
finally got Jack’s phone number and 
called Lewiston—Jack picked up the 
phone. 

The man related his story, asking Jacck if 
he knew how to lay hands on a pair of 
those binoculars. Jack mentioned a 
distributor and an importer that the maan 
had already called without success.
Jack suggested that he probably had a 
pre-production model and our caller 
would have to wait for production unitts 
to arrive in the US. 

Then Jack paused. “You know, I endeed 
up with two pair of that model but cann’t 
use but one at a time. I’ll send you thee 
spare pair. If you like them, mail me aa 
check. I’ll put a note in the box with thhe 
price and my address ”price and my address.  

The caller was dazazzedededed bbbbutututut accepted thhe 
offffefeffer r anananand,d,dd ssssururururee eenough, a week later hhe 
gogogogot a heavy box from Lewiston. He saaid 
he opened the box, got out the note aand 
wrote a check first thing. And he still hhad
the binocs and note when I talked to hhim 
in the early 1990s. He’d never met Jaack
before the call and, years later, was sstill 
impressed with Jack’s generosity and 
trust.

I think Jack would be pleased with thee 
selection of quality compact binocularrs 
we have today. Only three decades ago
I was using aa pair of binocs almost ass 
big as my Daad’ddd s Navy-surplus Zeiss 
7x50s from WW2. Todadadd y y I use a pair of 
WeWeWeWeavavavaver 8x4422 2 2 compacacaactststts wwwwith long eyee p g y
rerererellililiefefefef.. NoNoNoNow w w w ththththaatatat mmmy y eyeyeyeyesesess aaaarererere ggggoooooood, I’ll
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an even smaller format; the consider 
relief is not so important nowrelief is not so important nowlong eyelong eye

n’t have to wear glasses. that I don

rs are indispensable tools for Binocular
hunting. Glassing the any rifle h
de is much easier with binocs countrysi
h safer than the highly and much
able practice of using aquestiona
e as a spotting scope. Binocsriflescope
u a sense of the third afford you
n, making it easier to pick outdimensio

ks and their position relative tolandmark
et. That lets you find the critter your targe
en you pick up the rifle.faster wh

binoculars are simple, take Although
et familiar with a new pair time to ge
e hunt. Determine what focusbefore the
work for you. If your binocs settings w
ustable eyepieces and youhave adju
set one eye differently from theneed to s
nsider marking that eyepieceother, con
with a witness mark of light-position w
paint so you can quickly tell if colored p
gs have moved You should begs have moved. You should be the settinthe settin

enougghhhh thtt at you do not have tofamiliar e
nn toto sssseeeeee wwwhere the controls arelook dowoww
hhhatatatat ccccououououldldldld ccccauauauause you loooooosiiiingngngng hiding. ThThT
hehehehe aninimam l yoyooouuuuu wawawawantntntnt ttttto ooo glglglgllasasasass.s.ss  track offff tttthhhh

utututut hhhhowowowow youuuu wwwwannnnttt t totototo ccccararararryryryry ttthehehehe Figureree oouuuu
eforo eeehe and. TTTThehehehe hhhhararararness binocs bee
that ppppututuut ttsysystems t hheheh  binocs onononon yyyouououour rrr

e very convenient. Selecccctt tt onoo e ccchest are
sn’t interferthhata  does e with your r shshhooooting 
d makakakaka ee ee cecertaiaiainn sesecuririritytyty aandndd ststyly e,e  andd
ncnn e dodd n’n t caausse e a noisse e ccocc nvvvennieee

pprprp obooo leleleeem.

hadd aa homemade rig thhhhat heldA AA A frfrrfrrieieendnndnd h
cscs to o a a aa chc est pad with VVVVelcro; hetththht eeeee bibibinononoocccc
oorr exacactltly one hunt. Hee was usuususeedededed iiiit t t fofofo
ggg aa conference of abouuutu aa eyyeeyebebebebe alalaa lilingngng
hhititi ete ail including three nnininicececce dododdozezezzzezennnnn whwh g
hheen hhe ppulled up the binononoocscscscs..buuuckcckcksss whwhwh

That familiar “zzziiippp” sound of Velcro 
letting go seemed to go on for days!letting go seemed to go on for days!
When he got the 8x42s to his eyes, all
he saw were the north ends of a bunch 
of south-bound deer getting smaller by
the second.

When Jack’s time here ended in 1978, 
variable-power riflescopes were still on 
the teething ring. I think Jack would 
have found fault with most. There were
two problems with early variable
riflescopes:

 They could not be zoomed
without the reticle getting larger.
At 9-power, the vertical crosshair 
could be wider than a prairie dog.

 Point-of impact (POI) could
change with the zoom setting.

The first issue would require a huge
change in technology that had yet to be 
developed. Without the benefit of future
technology, the only variable that 
h dl d th ti l i bl thhandled the reticle size problem was the 
respected Bausch & Lomb BalVar 8, a
2.5-8X zoom rangge momomoodedededel.l.l.l.

B&B&B&B&L L L L cccleverly adopted a reticle pattern 
previously unseen. It consisted of four 
narrow black wedges, wider at the edge 
but tapering to a very fine point in the
center. The reticle still grew as you
zoomed, but the tapering made it almost 
imperceptible and its thin points allowed
you to see small targets at high power. 

Later, improved understanding of the 
problem led to moving the reticle to the 
erector tube. Laser-cut metal reticle
innnnsesss rts that couldddd not be made by 
trtrrradaa itional meanss also allowed thinner 
anananand more complplpplexee  reticleeee pppatterns. 
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econd problem, POI changing withThe se
ing, could only be cured by better ing could only be cured by betterzoomizoomi
facturing tolerances and improvedmanuf
al support systems. Unfortunatelyinterna

may still find this today in someyou m
in-bin variable scopes. It’s easy to barga
t at the range—here’s how.detect

the example of a 3-9X variable Using 
e, mount the scope normally andscope
t a load that has proved accurate inselect
rifle. At a steady shooting bench (a your r
00 yard shooting distance will200-3
better than 100 for this test) set thework b
e on 3-power and shoot a three-to scope
hot group. Now zoom to 5-power five-sh
epeat on the same target. Then do and re
ame at 7X and 9X.the sa

zoom is good, all the shots shouldIf the z
ok like a group. If the scope isstill loo
ent in this department, the groupsdeficie

will trail away along a curve, sometimes 
called comet-tailing.  called “comet tailing ”

40 years ago I would have never 
considered a variable-power rifle scoppe. 
Today, that’s my “go to” design. I alsoo 
think Jack would find the higher-gradee 
variables we have today to his liking.
We’ve come a long way!

About the Author: Allan Jones had a 116-
year career as a forensic firearms 
examiner before moving to Lewiston IID 
and taking over the roles of data 
developer and technical editor for Speeer 
Bullets. He produced Speer Reloadingg 
Manuals 12, 13, and 14. He retired in 
2007 and now volunteers at the Jack 
O’Connor Center and writes a monthlly 
ballistics column for Shooting Times 
magazine.

“Generous Jack”
By CAROLINE O’CONNORR

My father grew up poor.  His mother, 
divorced and mostly snubbed by her 
prosperous family for having married an
irresponsible Irishman, made do as wwell 
as she could.  There was no welfare in 
those days. SShe had to divorce her 
huhuhuhusbsbsbsbana d becacacacause he llllefefefeft ttt her wiwww th twoww  
smsmsmsmalalalalllll chchchchilililildrdrdrenenenen,,,, ananandd inin ttthohohohosesesese ddddayayays, 
ininnincrcrrredededediiiblyyy, wowowowomememememennnnn cococoocouluululldndndnndn't't't'tt ttttteaeaeaeaeachchchch iiiiif f f f f thhththeeeeeey 
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rried.  She was studying to get were mar
ate to teach,ha certificaifi  so that she couldh h ld
adequate living.  In any case,make an 

ggled and managed to feed theshe strug
hem.three of t

d a cow named Bossy for their They had
among other ways to make a milk, and 

ey, my grandmother took in little mon
 She also made tamales, washing. 

y father pulled around in a little which my
ver the boardwalks of Tempe towagon ov
ey were apparently delicious,sell.   The

ad had little trouble selling themas my da
ugh fellows hanging out in the to the rou

The preparation of thesesaloons.  
was tedious and time-tamales w
ng, and the Mexican spices consumin
house witfilling the h wonderful odors

y father nearly mad because hedrove my
ays hungry and they were notwas alwa
onsumption.for his co

dmothhhhereee  had a half tent My grand
ted fofoorr rr ththhheemee  construccctt to live in until she 
ooordrddrd ttttoooo bubububuilililildddd a aaa real housese oooonnnn ththththee eecould afafafa fofof
sssshehehehe ooownwww ed nnnneaeaeaeae r rrr heheheher rr papaapap rereereenttntntnts's' propertytytytyyty ssss
hahhh d a wowwwoododododo  floooooooor aaandndd half wawawawaalllll s sss hohohooousuuuu e. IIItt tt
nvvasasss ccccoveriiining.  ItItItt mmmmmususususu tttt haaaaveveveve and a cann
ly in tttthe been chil wiwiwiwinterererer aaaandndndnd ragingggg hohhh t ttt
zona summmmmers.  I hopeeee yoyoyoyou all inni  the Ariz
nd how creative this hhomommelely ununderstan
woooomamamamam nnnn waw s,, tttoo hahave rrraiaiises dd twt opipiono eee r ww
t tt chililildrdd ene  witith wow nderrfufulllininiii tetelllligi ennnttt

wiwiiththth so oo few resources orororor vavvaalulll esesesees, w
ts bbutu  succh courage.   Do theyyy coccocompmppmmplalaalal ini
ch pepeople anymore?   mamamamaakekek ssssuucu

t readd about all of this ttittt mee inYoYoYoYY uuuu mumummustss
hihih s auuuutobiography, "Hoooorsrsrsrsee ananananddddhihih ssss lililifefeffefe iinnn

WeWests " toto learn the rest offff iiit:t:t:t: tttthehehehe BuuBugggggggggy y y WWW
r the tamales, the tent, ana dddreciciciipepepe ffor

Bossy, the nymphomaniac cow, tipping 
over outdoor toilets on Halloween,d il H ll
pasting pubic hair on the female statue
in the library, etc.

Anyway, my point is that such adversity 
made Jack O'Connor, not stingy or 
clever with money, but generous to an
extreme. He loved and admired his
mother for all her life but was
embarrassed by her unattractive thrift. 
 He had some exposure to Phoenix rich
kids because he was charming, self-
confident, had an innate sense of classy 
clothing, and was a good tennis player.
 He longed to have the ease and
apparent beauty of their lives, and that
made him the expansive, check-
grabbing person I adored.

When I was growing up in Tucson
during The War there was little money
on a professor's salary, yet we lived p y, y
well.  My mother was a wonderful cook. 
 She and my dad hunteddd dddeeeeeeeer in Arizona 
and Meexixixixicocococo aaaandndndnd wwwwerererere often able to bring
baaaackckckck meat.  My brothers went out in the
desert around Tucson and brought back
quail and jack rabbits.  Our table always 
was loaded with delicious food, often
game.  We went out weekly to El
Charro, a Mexican restaurant which is
still well-known and loved in the Tucson 
area, and I think still owned by the same
family after all these years.   It was a 
splurge.  I still remember the black 
velvet paintings of Senoritas swooning 
ininnn the saddles of f handsome vaqueros 
ananaa d the used Black Jack chewing gum 
ppplp anananantetetetedddd oonoo  the uuuunnnndersidedeeepppp ooof f f aaaa taable, ,
whwhwhwhicicicichhhh III ononoo cecece pppplulululuckckckc ededed aaandndndnd ppppopoppppepepepedddd inininnto 
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h to my mother's horror; we my mouth
permitted chewing gum at anyi d h iwere not
he thought it was coarse andtime as s
  I thought itthuggish.  was a real treat.

me we moved to Idaho, our By the tim
had blossomed.  My dad wasfortunes h
ll-time for Outdoor Lifewriting fu
e, he was writing one book after Magazine
and the money was rolling in.another, a
e living in the house of his We were
a colonial-style house on dreams: a
Avenue.  He was terribly proud Prospect

ouse and thought it very of this ho
me, though, in fact, it was veryhandsom
by today's standards.  Theymodest b

for the restlived in it of their lives.  It still 
t 725 Prospect Avenue, looking stands at
it did when they bought it in much as 
rive past it and give it a look.1948.  Dr

volution of Jack O'Connor'sSo: the e
ty of spirit.  He wrote weekly toy p ygenerositg
er, evvvveneee  long after she was sohis mothe
d thaaatt t shshshheeee probably couldn't dementttedee
ndnddnd;;;; hehehehe hhhhelelelelpepepepedddd her financnciaaaallllll y;y;y;y; undersstatatat nn
oooorrr r hhhher r r r rare bbbbututututut pppprererereciciciciouououussss plplplplp anaana eeeehe paiddddd fofofofo
ewewewe iston;n;n;n;  heheheheh  paiaiaiaidddd foooor a visit totototo trtrtrripipipippppsss to LLLLeee
bbyy mymmm  motottthhhherrrrLewiston ''s's's ssssisisissisteteteteterrrr aaafteteteter rr heheheher 
s dedeeeataaa h.  HHeHH wwwwasasasas uuuunstintinnnnglglgg yhusband'

s to his chchchchhildren, even llllonononong gg after rrrggeg nerous
e independent adults.   HeHeH  thhey were
nnnng ititititi . HHHe e caalllllleded hhis aaaduuultlt loovev dd dooi

children several times a week.  He wrote 
them letters of great love and concernh l f l d
when things weren't going right.  During
high school when we went out to dinner 
it would take just one Jack Daniels old
fashioned for him to play the "president
game."  He'd ask my sister and me, 
"Who's on a five dollar bill?"  Who's on a
twenty?  Who's on a fifty?  Only one
time did he ask, "Who's on a hundred
dollar bill?"   l won. Benjamin Franklin.  I 
can't believe he did that.  At expensive
restaurants his big paw would swoop 
down and snatch the check from the
offering hands of wealthy friends.  I
know it gave him great pleasure to be 
able to do it, and I still love him for it.

He was a man of enormous capacity to 
love and give.  I love and miss him still.

Ab h A h C li O'CAbout the Author: Caroline O'Connor 
McCullam, Jack O'Connor's youngest 
child, lives on nn MeMeMeMercrcrcrcererere IIIIIslslslslanananandd,d  
WaWaWaWashshshshinininingtgtgtgton, and works in Seattle as a 
rererr ggistered nurse. She has 3 sons, all of 
whom live in the area, and 8 
grandchildren. Her hobbies are 
traveling, doing watercolors (badly), 
learning languages, cooking, music, and 
reading good stuff. 
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uest Writers
ift of God wapiti”“Gi
LEX SHARIF By AL

of God wapitiGift o

never forget the first time I saw a I will n
k, albebebeeitititit it was a Red Stag, the bull eell

rrrenene ooof f f f ouououourr r r NoNNNbrettthrhrhr rth American elk,
aaaatitititingngngng pppparararartttsts oooofff Euroopepepepe aaaandndndnd AAAAsissisiaaaa. popupuuulaa

e  werererereeee iniii  a ggggroroororoupupupup ooooff seseses veeeen,nnn aaaallllllll Thhhererererereeee
nnngggg in a ssssmamamaamalllll patatatatcchcc of ff flat pasasasastututututurererere fefefef eddddininnn
n ththththeeee denseelele y ccoccoveveveverererereredddd EEElE bubububurzrrzrz high inn
taininss ss of Noooro ththththerererernnn n PePPP rsia wwwwheeeerererere I mount

born. Itttt wwwwasasasaa  early Octtcttoboboboberererer, 11191 71111 to was b
act, and we could hear thhhheiee r ror arrrr be exa
where we werererere sstat ndddinini g g (w(with my from w
addad aaaaaandddnd uunclelee))) aca rossss thehehe ccana yon, latee dddaa
mmme 222 mimiles awa aya . Thatat rrrroaoaoar r which ohohoh somomm
ededd aacrrroso s the canyon rrrresesesesememblb ing eccccchoh e
f a a a Simba a is etched in my memomomomoryryryry ththatatatata of

er.fofof rererreevevev

mmy exox dus from the UUUUS too SiSiSiS ncncnnceee
ararryy y Alberta; temCaCaCaCaalglgaaa porarily innnn 1999993939393 aandndndn  
ppere mam nently in 2002 I hhahahavevee hhhhuununu teteteteddddthththheneeen ppeermanently in 2002, I hhahahaveveve hhhhununununteteteted dththththeenen pp
k prettty much every yearararar.. ThThThThererere e e isissis fofofor r r ElElkkk

something magical about pursuing thiis
magnificent member of the bovid family 
that once inhabited the plains of the 
North American continent and has sinnce 
been pushed to the foothills and the 
mountains. No wonder every fall 
sportsmen in the West become 
sleepless in early September, hoping to 
bring home an Elk during the bow or tthe
rifle season. 

This year by the time Elk season arrivved 
in my back forty, I had already had a 
terrific season; harvesting a fine 
Pronghorn buck in Alberta’s prairie 
country and a superb old Billy Goat inn 
the southeastern mountains of British 
Columbia. The count of the latter is 
slated to appear in the 2013 summer 
issue of WWWWiliilldddd ShShShSheeeeeeeeep.pppp AAAA glllimpse of thee
PrPrPrPrononono ghghghghorn story was briefly mentioned 
innin the fall 2012 issue of this newsletteer. 

Now to my elk story: 

It was a snowy cold day on Oct 25th,  tthe 
opening day of the general Elk season
when my pal Hank & I drove to a neww
spot to try our chances. This was to bbe a 
small stop on our day’s agenda to cheeck 
this new area before we headed to ouur 
usual spot. It was only a half section oof 
land nested amongst rolling hills and
was heavily fofooorested. We figured it 
would take us no more than an hour tto 
wawawawalklklklk in, glasssss and scoooopepepepe the aaaarea bebb fforeeee 

hhh d d t l twewewewe hhhheaeaeaeadd doownwnwnw  to our usususu uauauauallll spspsps oto . 
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ed our X2 packs and rifle atWe loade
arted climbing to vantage points. hand, sta
ly, we would stop frequently toCautious
he small openings in between peak at th
ar clumps and the tall Sprucethe Popla
ch were now decorated withtrees whi

ow. The whole landscape had afresh sno
feeling to it with large October magical f
es floating in front of us like snowflake
athers in every direction.Swan fea

sing yielded a couple of whiteOur glass
ing on what they could paw tails feed
he siidededede ssslopes. We saw no away in tt
elele k k orororr aaanynynynythttt ing else for that tracks ooof f f

WeWeWeWe tttthehehehennnn popopopokekekekeddd thru thehehehe ttttrererereeseseses matter. WWW
eeee upppp totototo aaa knooooollllllllll ffffrorororom mm m whwhwhw iccicicchh hh weweewe and caaaaamemememem
e e ee the ennnndddd ofofofofo  theeee pppprooooperty yyy whhhhererererreeecococcoouluuuuu d seseeeeeee
perermimimmisssss ion n totototo hununununtt.tt TTTTTheheheherrer wwwwererere eeeewe had pp
ls in n front ofofofofhigher hill uuuus s ss wiwiwiwithttt  patchhhheses oooof ffff

his wasasasas aaaa ggggood place ee totototo ppppaaararkkk kfofof rest. Th
s, lay down and scope ouuuut tt the eooour packs
e around us. Sinncec theheh  winind laandn scap

ur facaacacce,eee wwe wowow ulld nooot tt bebe wawas inn ouu
ououour scscscenents towo ara ds anynythththinnnggsesses ndddn ing ooo

oururur wayay. We also figureeeedddd sisincncn e it coccoomimimm nnngnn  o
seeasaason opep ner, we shoouoo ld jjjjususususttt twwawawaass ththhheee s
t thehe saddle where weeee were sisis t t t tititt ghghhhht t t aa
ff anyny eelkl  is pushed ouuutu  of theaanannddddd seseseeeee iii
otother huhunters. I find thissss bubbubushshshshs bbbby y y ooo
vveere y effective when notttthihihiingnggg iiissssstssttrararaaateteteteegygygy vvv
sisiitt tit ghtt have a snack aanananddd jjujujuststststmomomooovivivinngnnng;; ssisitt tight,, have a snack ananaandd d jujjujustststst momomooviviv ngnng;; ss

waaaaaititit..

It was cold as we moved our binocs 
from side to side.  Some 300 yards out, I
noticed a Coyote coming my way,
itching to get dispatched. Although they
do major damage to our dwindling
native upland population, I opted not to
break the silence and let him see
another sunrise.

After about a 30 minute wait, we noticed
a few heads of elk with at least one bull 
amongst them bolt out of the trees at
skyline. They were over a mile away
and were barreling down the hill thru the 
poplar patches. MyMyyy hhhhununununchchchch wwwwaas that they 
wowowowoululuuldddd cooocomemememe ffffururu thththher down, then jump the 
fefefefencncncnceeee to their south and disappear. I
immediately engineered a plan to close 
the distance and intercept them before
they jump the fence and asked my 
buddy Hank to put it in high gear. As we 
were meandering thru the tall Spruces
that resembled a Christmas postcard, 
we moved towards them, closing the 
distance but could not see them. Up 
over a knoll and down the next, all of a 
sudden, something in my side vision 
caught my attention. I immediately 
drdrdrdropped to my knnnnees, so did my pal 
HaHHHank who was rigi ht behind me. It 
apapapappepepepeared to be aaaa brown ttttreeee ee stump, but 
sosssomemememehohohohowww didn’’’’tt belonggg tooo ththhhesssosomemememehohohohoww,w,w  didnn t belong toooo ththththeeee
lalalalandndndndscsscscapapapape.e.e IIII ddddececececididididededed ttooo lolooookokokok aaaatttt itititit tttthrhrhrh uu myyyy 
lensn es and golly, itiitt wwwwasasasas aaaaa hhhhhugugugugeeee bubububbulllllll eeelklklklkl  
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clearly worn out by the that was 
s of the rut and was just layingpressures

down. 

and deliberately worked the boltI slowly a
stom 300WSM (Nick named “Elof my cus
hat was armed with some Gordo”) t

p (3,400 fps) 168 TTSX hand spiced up
d tried to get a round in the loads and
. Murphy just joined the scene chamber.

uld not get a live round in the and I cou
. The bull which was partially chamber.
by the poplars and was only 70blocked b
ay sensed something and gotyards aw

n tried to slowly hand feed aup. I then
und in the chamber and was single rou
ccessful. Just as I was reaching still unsuc
s 06, I mozied a round in the for Hank’
, slowly raised my rifle and sentchamber,
owards the bull’s shoulder. a round to

e report, he did not twitch what Upon the
and just stood there. I openedso ever a
hand fed another round andthe bolt, h
aimed a bit further back at histhis time,

oom, he just stood there. As I lungs. Bo
king the bolt again, he took twowas work
ckwaardrdrdd aaaand did the drunken steps bacc
hhhisis bbbacacaca k.k.k.k. IIII cannot explain the crash ononon

fff tttthehehehe mmmmomomomomenennnttt.t  The firrrirstststst tttthihihihingngngng III feeling ofofoo
oooo ggggivivivveeee mymmm bududududddydydydy HHHHanannankkk aa aa bibibibiggdid waaaassss s totototo

aakekkk  andndnd wwwwitttthhhh a rorororounnndddd in the hahahahaandnnnnn  shahahaha
, aapppppppprorrr achehehehed tchambeb r,, hehehehe bbbbululululu l.lll HHHHeee e wawawawassss
add andnnn  steeeeamamamam wwwwasasasas comingggg ouuouo t tttsts one dea

outh.oofo  his mo

blessing of thhhe e trtrophyhyyhy wwhihicch I AfAfteter the 
emmemeememmbbebb r r too aaadmdministetet r r afafteter alalwawayss ree
ggg anynyny ggama ee annimal andndd theheh  hahhhaharveestinnn

offf pppictut res, we stated sssskikikikinnninini g hahaah ndnddfffufuf l o
teririr ngn  thee bull. My pal Hankkkk aananandddd quququq aart
n a bubutcher shop as a kid and is wowwoworkrkr ededeedd iin
wwithh aaaa knksspspspleleeelendndnddididdid www ife. Between the two 

e bbull wawofoofof uuuus,s,s,s ttthehehe s skinned, quaaaarterred 
oonenen d in the front shoulddededersrsrr iiiinnnanananddddd dedededd bobobo
hhouours We filled our X2 dddayayyjujjujusstststst ttttwwowwwo hhhoours. We filled our X2 ddddayayyay jujujustststtt ttttwowwo hh
the bbriim,m  each weighingggg ccclololoosesesse paackckckcc sss toto

to 120 lbs and started the 2 mile walk 
back to the truck. The snow was knee 
deep and the load was cumbersome, 
but there was a big joy in my heart. It
was the kind of load I would carry all dayy 
and still wear a smile on my face. 

Upon arrival at the truck, we had some 
tea and went back for the second
installment. This time, we also had to
carry the head which made for an
awkward walking position as we side 
stepped the trail In totastepped the trail. In total it took us justl, it took us just 
over 6 hours to get the entire meat/rack 
back to the truck andd wewewee wwwwerereere 
homeeeeboboboounununundddd bybybyby 4444:00:000000 p.m. 

II tthtt ink by readingggg the above lines you 
nonon w realize why I called him “Gift of God 
WaWaWaWapipipipititititi”.”... TTTTo haveeee a herd bubububulllllll aaall by yyy
hhihihimsmsmsmseelelelf f ff inininin aaaa ssssmamamamallllll hhhalala f f sesesectcttioioioion n n n ofofofof lllanana d, to 
hahahaveveeeve hhhimimimim upwpwwinininindddd frfrfrfrf omomomomo uuuuussss wiiwiww thththhth sssssnonononon w ww w
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our footsteps and to finally not damping 
 bolt away while I fiddled with have him
round in my rifle is nothing butgetting a 
ervention in my opinion.divine inte

this was a true classic All in all, 
n elk hunt in winter wonderlandCanadian

my pal Rich Machholz at Sierraand as m
eautifully put it: bullets be

nly thing that would have“The on
is hunt even more classic is made thi

ad taken him with an 1894 30-if you ha
30”30”.

Amen

eeee AAAAuthhhhorororor:::: AlAAAA exexexexanananandededederrr r ShSS arif iiiis ss s aaaaAbout ttt ththththeeee
ststststrururuructctctcturallllpriinciipaap llll eeeenngnn inininineeeeeeeerrrr r bybybyby ttttraaadededede llll

for r FlFlFlFluor CoCoCoCorppppororororatatatatioioioi n but wwiww ththht  working ff
ssion fofofoforrr r aaaana ything to dodododo wwwwiititith the eeggrg eat pas
and everything that invnvololo vev s aooutdoors
. Heeeee livivivivess in CaCCCalglgary,yy,y, AAAlblberrrtat  prproojectile
ysysy a mmmmododesst t 2220 plus ddayayays inin aand d enenjoooyyy
CCCanadian outhththhe eee grgrgrgrreat t tdoors, hihihihikikk ngngg, 

c/bbbcc c skiingg, fishing, shoooootinngggg bbibib kikkikk ngngggg,,,, xcx
oursse e hunting big gameeee and anaananddd d d ofofofff cccoo
HeHH  lovoveses sharing his paaasa sions upupupu lalalalalandndndd. HHHH
bbrerer thren thru his weeklyyy yy pipictc orrriaii l wiwiwiw ththththt hhhhhiisis bbb
wswsws.slsls ididddddesesesesshohohoh ww

The Ambler“The Ambler
Experience”
By JIM COX 

Every trip afield provides its own tale. 

The experience is always different 
because with each outingngngng tttthehehhere are new 
evenntststts,, nenenenew w ww fafafafacecececess, new terrain, new 
gagagagamemememe, or simply variations of the familiar 
which makes each hunt unique in some 
way.

My caribou hunt near Ambler provided 
such a plethora of "new" that it is difficult 
to recount or separate one impression
from another. The sights, smells,
sounds, people and events are
kaleidoscopic in my memory.  The 
village and its people, our host Gardner 
GeGeGG ntemenn, the ssscenery of the arctic 
tuutundra, the magnificence of the caribou 
aananandddd ththththe e e e thtt rill of ththththe hunt ---- eeeeacaaa h deeeeservvvese  
aaaa ststststorororory y y y ofofofof iiiitstststs ooownwnwnwn... BBButut,,, II hahaaaveveveven’n’n’n’tt t t gogogot
titit mem fffororo tttthah t heheererere. SSSSSo,o,o,oo, IIIII'l'l'l'lllll dododododo mmmmmy y y y y bebebebeb stststst ttttto 
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ory, but in tell the st the telling I fear that 
the essence of what I saw, and much of t
felt will be lost.  I doubt my did, and f
capture these things and to putability to c

wn in such a way that you can them dow
them like the vivid memory that relate to t
as become The Ambler for me ha
ce. Experienc

credit for the planning of this I take no 
was neatly arranged by my hunt.  All

d neighbor, Jon Henkel.   I had friend and
o prepare and had Jon not no time to
prime mover, the hunt wouldbeen the
taken place.  Two days after not have
from hunting mountain goats, Ireturning 
gain.  This time my destinationwas off a
Eskimo village of Ambler.  Fortywas the E
rth of the arcticmiles nor  circle, Ambler is
obuk River about 100 mileson the Ko
otzebue.  The village numberseast of Ko
0 souls, of which all but aabout 250

tiso are natives. ddozen or

s s a a susuubsbsbb isssteteteence village with noAmblerr iiiss
oooononononomimimimicccc babababasesesese.  The ppppeoeoeoeoplplplpleeeeviable eeeecococ
ncocomemememe pppprimaaaariiriririlylylyly ffffrorororommm socicicicialaala aaaandndndnd  receivvvvveeeee inininin
prprrprogooo ramsmss aaaadmdmdmdmdd innnnweweweweweeelfllflffarararara eeee pppp isisisistered bybbb sssstataatatetetetet  
rall aagaa enciesess. TTTThehehehererereer are ffffewewewew and federr
bs.s   SoSSS , thhhhhe naaaatitititiveveveve ppppopullatatattioioioion pap ying jo
ff the land in much the ssssaaamamesssubsist of
as their forefatherrs buuut t aiaiideded by mamanner a
ucctsss ooof ff f momodeernrn ttechnnnolologoggy:y  thhee prp odo uu
oowow mmmacchinees,s hhigh poowewewew rereredATAATAATVsVsss, snnn
. ririiflflfleeeses,,,, etc

rt andnd craft items madee ee in this NaNNaNaattititiveveee aaar
owowo  upp fofor r sale in the largrrr er cities aarara eeeaeaea,, shshshs oooo
eyeyey are eagerly snatcheedddd upup bby yywhwhwhhwherererere eeee ththheee
IInnn Amblbb er, however, touuurririristststtssstotottouuruururu isississttstst ..

wwith tht ee exception of a hhhhanananandfdfdfdfululul arreeee rarararerre www
s who come in the fall toto take of hhhununteters

caribou.  These normally stay at the 
Kobuk River Lodge which I'll describe in
some detail later.

Ambler is not pretty in the manner of y
Small Town, USA.  Neatly trimmed
lawns bordered by white picket fences
are not to be found there.  The few
roads are unpaved ATV trails.  The
clutter of empty fuel cans, broken 
machinery, and buildings in disrepair 
give the place an air of neglect.  Most
dwellings have indoor plumbing, a
recent upgrade, and all have locally
generated electricity.  The two churches
are in rundown clapboard buildings.
The churches and school are centers of 
social life in the community.  The school 
is for all grades, kindergarten through
high school.  It is small, as to be 
expected, but modern.  The gym is kept
open in the evenings for everyone to
use.

Besides the Kobuk RiRR veveveerrrr LoLoLoLodgddd e which
haaahassss aaaa smsmmsmalalalalllll gegegeneeneneral store and short- 
orororordededederrrr cafe, there are no commercial
establishments in the village. 

Transportation to Ambler is by puddle-
jumper airlines or by riverboat from 
Kotzebue.  Food, clothing, and all other 
of life's necessities are ordered from 
Kotzebue and shipped by air to Ambler. 
The general store is very limited in its 
stocks and terribly expensive by our 
standards: a gallon of milk $7.50; a loaf 
ofofofof bread $3.00 - wwwwhen available. 

BiBiBiBigggg orororordeddd rs and bbbbulk fuel aaaarererere brouguuu ht uppp
i bbbb bb i th i h thrrririveveveerr r r bybybyby bbbbararara gegegg  inn n n tht e spppringnggg wwwwhehehehen n n n the

wawaw teteeeterrr isisss hhhhigigh.h.h   ItItItIt iiiisss ss bybybybyby tthihihihisss s memeeemeananananansssss thththhatatatatt 
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materials, vehicles, appliances, building m
their way to Ambler. etc, find t

hing village.  The people fish toIt is a fish
primarily, although I'm told that subsist, p
the catch is sold.  How theysome of t
nsport the catch to Kotzebuecould tran
show a profit escapes me.  and still s
ess, the town is full-up with fish Regardle
cks, each loaded to capacitydrying rac
y hundreds of salmon and with man
 These are not smoked, but shellfish. 
r dried, and the village exudesmerely ai
odor of fish.a distinct

use has a basic issue of dogs, Every hou
outnumbering people inprobably
y five to one.Ambler b   At various times 
ut the day and night the dogsthroughou
d up for some unknown reasonget stirred

e an awful clamor.  Then too, and raise
ence of so many dogs adds itsthe prese
r to the place I suppose thatr to the place.  I suppose that own odorown odor
the naaaatitititives still use dogs as some of t
mamalslss,, bububb t frfrfrrom the number of work anininimm
cccchihihihinenenenessss ararararouououounnndnd I doubttbtt tttthahahahattt tsnow mmmmaaa

alllllly y yy dodododo tttthihhh s.  IIII susususus spspspspececece ttt ththhthatatatat ttttheheehe manyy rrrrreaeaeaeaea
ssssimply papapapartrtrtrrt of f ththththeir liveeees,sss  dodododoogsggsgsgsg aaaarereree

ndd trrradition,n,n, notototot uuuuseseseeseddddd muchchchch culture ann
.aanymore.

s the main occupationn ooncncn ee the HHunting is
ruuuunnnnnn innnng.  Whhheneen tthe cccarararibibououu fishsh sstop 
oouo ghhhhh,,, eveveryoyonee big enon ugugugh h tot  coccc memee tthrrrooo
flflleee can be found strungggg ououtt tcacaac rrrrr yy y aa riff

e ATATATV traill that bisects the aalaalononoo ggg ththtt e
n routute.  There the natiiiives wait, mimmim grgrggg atattttioioonn
nnn smmalalll grg oups and exxxcx hanging cchchchaatatata tititingngngn iiii
ntntili  a herd is spotted mooovovo inng ggogogogosssssssss ipipipi uuunnn
heheem.m   ThTTT en, everybody spspspsprereereadadadadsssstotottowwawawawaw rdrdrdrrd ttthh
crcrouchchese  behind a bushhh uuuuntntntntililil ouuutttt t anananddd ccc
als are in range.  When they thee ananimima

come to within 100 yards, the shooting 
begins.  The legal limit is five caribou
per person per day.  They don't harvest
nearly that many.

Jon and I sat for hours, waiting for the
caribou to show.  They just weren't
moving through our little piece of tundra,
or anywhere else  since we had an
unobstructed view for several miles.  We 
had each taken respectable bulls the 
day before and were amenable to taking
a couple of animals for meat, but 
hopeful that a real trophy might come
our way. 

About noon a small band showed up.
No big bulls were in the group.  We hid
and waited for them.  Jon wanted to get
a caribou with his black powder rifle and 
wouldn't risk a shot beyond 100 yards.
It looked like he might get his chance
with this herd but they passed fartherwith this herd, but they passed farther 
out.

"Jon, yoyoyouuuu wawawawantntntnt aaaa mmmmeaeaeae ttt kiikill?  Here, take 
myymyy rrrifffflle," I said.  I watched through the 
ibinos while the first shot rang out, 

focused on the largest bull in the group.
The others were out of my field of view.
At the shot, the bull startled and ran a 
few steps, but was not hit.  "Shoot 
again, Jon, you missed," I said. 

Again the rifle barked, but the bull 
remained untouched.  I looked at Jon.
How could he miss?  Maybe the scope
gogogogot banged up ororrr something.  He wore 
ananaan expression thhat I mistook as
dedededejejejejectctctc ioioion.  I saidddd nothing... I wwwwas ppppuzzledee .
I kkk hhhi t b llll tII I knknknnowowowow hhhhimimimim ttto o bebebee an excelllllenennent t t t 
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an.  "Here," Jon said while marksma
me the rifle, "you shoot one." handing m

the crosshairs behind the bull'sSo, I put 
.  Pow!  Right in the old boiler shoulder.
he bull lunged forward two room.  Th
en dropped.  I turned to Jon steps, the
hat's how it's supposed to bewith a "th
rt of sneer,done" sor then we walked out
the bull lay.  "So, Jon, how theto where

d you miss?  They were onlyhell could
s away," I said.130 yards

yaya mmeaeaeaann n mmim ss?" says he."Waddaaayyy

w,w,w,w, MMMMISS.  YoYoYoYouuuu shshshshotototot tttttwiwiwiwiwicececece aaaaandndndd "You knononoono
NNNN tttothingngngng ffffeleeele l!!!!"""" JJJJonononon sssstototot pped missedeededd.
dddde.eee. amid sstrridididd

ya meaeaeaean   nonoonothing fffellllll?"??? ,,, heeee ssssaiaaa ddW"Wadday
rtured look on his face. WWWWe eewwwith a tor
ed a few stepps sss faartr her.r.r.r  prproco eede

yyy,, Jonnn shhoutsts,SSuSSuSuddddenlyyy ""Miss mmy y asasass!ss  
yoyoyou cacac ll that,’’ pointinggg g totototo aa vvery WhWhWhWhattttt ddo 
ibououo ,, "Andd that!," he saaaid, ddededeadaad cccccara i
to yeyet another. popopoop iininiintitingngngng t

bbbbergasa ted!  There lay twtttt o oI III wawawawawass ss flflf ababab
eeeaaca h wiwww th a neat .30 caaaaliibebebb rr rrcacacarrriirr bobobobooou,u, ee
tt bbehhinindd its hoohoolelelelele rrrigigighthtt ear.  Jon haaaadddd pipipipickckckckedededed 

animals while I had focuuses ddd on smmmalalallelel r a

the largest.  I never saw them fall.  With 
three caribou down, we had a lot of workk 
to do.

"Yeah, you dumb-ass," he said.  "And all
the time you're telling me shoot again, 
shoot again.  Hell, I didn't see 'em fall
either from the recoil.  Couldn't see how
I could have missed though."

We travelled to Kotzebue on a twin
engine US Army Reserve C-12 military
aircraft.  Limited to only 30 pounds of 
baggage apiece, we took little else but
our rifles, a spotting scope and pair of 
binos to share, our backpacks, food,
and an extra set of clothing.  From 
Kotzebue we flew commercially via
Baker little biddy airlines to Ambler.  In
Ambler we stayed with Gardner and
Shirley Gentemenn at the Kobuk River 
Lodge and General Store.

Gardner is the brother of Lieutenant
Colonel Michor Gentemenn,, an 
acquaintanannancececece ffffrorororommmm FoFoFoFoortrtr RRRRichardson.  It 
waaaassss hthththrough him that we learned of the 
fafaff bulous caribou hunting at Ambler and 
of the lodge owned by his brother. 
Gardner and Shirley purchased the
unfinished lodge in 1980.

Their first few years were touch and go.
They literally lived off of the game that
Gardner shot while building and
improving upon the lodge and living 
quarters.  Long-time residents of Alaska, 
thhhheye  really are piiionooo eers of sorts. 
GaGGG rdner pretty mmuch made his living as 
aaaa huhuhuhuntntntn eree  and traaaappppp er, so ddddidddd Shirlrllrley.
BBBB thththth hhhh t k l b d lBBoBoBothththth hhhhavavavavee ee taakeennnn popp lar beararara aaaandndndnd wwwalrus, 
bebebeb fofofoorererrr ttheheheh MMMararrrininini e e ee MaMaMaMMammmmmmmmmalaaaa PPPPPrororororotetetetetectctctctioioioionnnnn
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74.  Shirley used to assist in Act of 197
ar research, sometimes as the polar bea
ed shooter in case the critter designate
e when being handled while got hostil

drugged.

would rather hunt than mostGardner w
else, a woodsman through and anything
an enigma in modern timesthrough, a
rn about a hundred years too being bor
nearly stone deaf, which leadslate, and 
nteresting conversations to some i
n at the topcarried on of lung power.

und more like heated argumentsThey sou
ocent banter.  But, the man isthan inno
, good humor and quick wit, a full of life
to be around once accustomed pleasure

zing yourself at mega-to vocaliz
tion.  Haamplificat iling from Missoula, 
, they left many years ago.  ItMontana,
too congested and besides, thewas just t

seasons were too shortseasons were too short.hunting shunting s

e, genenenneererralaaa  store, burger The lodggge
sstototorarararagegegege aaaarerereeasasasas, and livingg counter,r,r, ss
aaaarererere all houseseseedddd inininin aaaa sssssinninini glgglglee e equartersrsrsss aaaa
TTTThhhhe bbbbededededrorororooomomomomsss s ananananddd d sis tting arararareeeae  buildingnngngng. 

e e lolololodgdgdgdge iss mmmmereeleely yyy anananann eeeextxtxtxtennnnsisisisionononon that is s thhe
milly y lllilivingg ofo  the fam aaara eaeaeaea.. TTTThehhh  livingg gg araaa eeaee  
ated froooommmm tttttisisi  separa he store andndndnd ccccafaaafe by 
se.  The storage area iissaa staircas
seeeepaapapap raararateedd frrsisimmilarly s omomomm ttheh sssstotott rerer bby yy a 
leleadddddinnnng g to ttheh  basemmenennt.tt   SSo, sstss aia rcccasa ee e 

ayayay that we stayed in thehehehe lododdgeg ,whwhwhwhennnnn I saa
nddd tthat wee really stayeedee  as suununundededd rsrsrstatan

ueststs in the extra bedrooooo ms of hohohoh usuusu eee ggugu
eeme ennnn fafamily residencccec , aboveththththeeeee GeGeGeentntntteeee

cceee of bbusiness.  All veryyyyy tididy y thataa  thththththeeieiee r r r r plplpp acacc
wawaawawayy.y.yy.

On the day that we arrived Gardner took
us out using ATVs to show us the lay of 
the land and to advise us where to go to 
hunt caribou.  Since the natives hunt for 
subsistence, they don't take kindly to
outside competition.  Gardner advised
us to hunt the more remote areas, 
seven or eight miles from town.  To do
this, we rented a large Honda three-
wheeler at a cost of $50 per day, which
happens to be the same rate to rent one 
in Anchorage, a very worthwhile
investment.

Hunting caribou is unlike any hunting
that I've done before.  The object is to 
spot them at great distance, determine 
their route, and then move laterally to
intercept them and set up an ambush.
You cannot stalk moving caribou, and 
since we were hunting them during the 
migration, the beasts were constantly

i C ib FAST A b dmoving.  Caribou move FAST.  A band
of caribou moving at a leisurely pace 
across tundra,,, fffeeeeeeedididid ngngngngg aaaas sss ththththey go, move 
faaafaststststerererer tttthahaahannnn a man can run across the 
sasasasamem  terrain.  This is not an 
exaggeration.  Their legs are like pistons
in constant rapid motion.  A herd literally 
sweeps across the tundra.  They feed 
on the move, snatching a bite enroute. 

Caribou are herd animals.  Their safety 
is in the collective senses of the herd.
They react to danger as a herd.  They 
don't go off by themselves and they
dodon't react as inddddividuals.  The 
cocococomposition of aa herd is very 
prprprpredictable.  In nearly evereree y yyy case a cow 
wawawawassss inininin tttthhhhe lead ffffollowedddd bybyb oooother cowswawawawasss inininin tttthheheh  leadd,,, ffffollowed bybybyby ooooththtt ere  cows, 
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nd young bulls.  The largest calves, a
e almost always in the rear. bulls were

esented with danger the herdWhen pre
react immediately.  Individualdoes not

may run a animals m few feet, then stop
herd gatherswhile the its collective wits, 

y all head outthen they together.  If they 
used as to the source of the are confu
hey don't go far before stoppingdanger, t

ess the situation.  They may to reasse
und for a minute or so before mull arou
ng, and may head out in yetproceedin
direction.another d

ecisiveness in the face of This inde
ften works to the hunter's danger of

ge by providinadvantag g the opportunity
ow-up shot if the first wasfor a follo
e.  When the animals are really ineffective
, they scurry around doingconfused

ghts without evfigure-eig er leaving the kill 
ventually, they panic and splitventually, they panic and split zone. Evzone.  Ev
mallerrerr ggggroups. off into sm

mmeaeaeaannnn totototo ccccasasasasttttI do nototot mmm ddddispersions on ththtt eeee 
ThThThTheeeyey are mmmmagagagaggninininifififificecececentntntntn  caribou.u.u...  

ss,s,s  wonnndededederfrfrfrfuluuu lylylyl aaaadadadadaptptptptedeee  to creatuuuuurerereressss
nnn ononononeeee of tttthehehehe wororororldldldd'sssss mmmmoooso t tt survivv llal iiiin
blee eeeenvironnnnmememementntntntinhospita s.s.s.s.  But, hhhunununu tiiiinngnn  
ot likeeee ttttrrrrththt em is n yiyiyiiy ng to outsmamamamartrtrtrt a rrrr
whitetail.  Hunting carribbououou pparanoid

difi feeeeereeerentnnn sskillls,sss eesps ecccciaiai lllll y yreeqquires d
ppapp tit enee ceec ..

rststst ddayaya oof hunting, Jonnn aaaandndndnd I leftOnOnOnOnO oouruuruu  fir
awwn,n, aarrivini g bebebeb fofofforerereee ddda at the hunting area
hth . IIt t waww s foggy and vvivv sibility aatatta fffffiririrststst lligigigig
eedd to lless than 100 yarrrrds.  Wewawwawaaasssss liliimimimmitetete
ooururu s, hearing nothing, seseseseeieee ngngngng sassaattt  fofofofoorr r hohoho
nn theh chill damp tundranononotththt inining innn tthe chih ll damp tundra.nnonothtthhthininninggg inin

Shortly after noon the fog lifted.  After a 
little while we spotted a small herd 
bedded down about a thousand yards 
away, uncommon in that they were not
moving.  We decided to try a stalk
across the shallow valley that separated 
us from the animals.  Using what little
cover there was, we set out rapidly.

The valley turned out to be a swamp
through which a small stream coursed.
Through this the going was slow.
Three-fourths of the way there, the 
caribou got up and moved out.  I believe 
that they spotted our movement.  While
we paused to catch our breath and
decide what to do, Jon gets all wide-
eyed and points back the way we had 
come.  In the distance our three-wheeler 
stood out sharply in the now bright
sunlight - surrounded by at least a
hundred caribou!  Following in their 
tracks perhaps a half mile behind wastracks perhaps a half mile behind was 
another herd of fifty or more, and behind
them yet anothererere hhererererddddd wawawawas sss fofofof llowing. 

WeWeWeWe bbblal sted out of there on a dead run, 
barely intercepting the tag end of the 
second herd on its way through.  I 
connected with a respectable bull at 
about 200 yards, but they were out of 
range for Jon's smokepole.  I gave him 
my rifle for an unsuccessful attempt at a 
running shot at about 250. 

We learned a lot that morning that it is 
better to 1.) Let the caribou come to you 
raraaather than to tryy to go to them. 2.) They
momm ve too fast to try to catch up with and 
thththheyeyeyey ffffolololollolololow a paaaattttttttern.  3....)))) WhWhWWhen yyyyou seeee  
onononone e ee heheheherdrdrdrd mmmmovovovoveee e thththhrororougugu hhh ananan aarerererea,a,a,a, mmmoso ey 
onon ovever ththtt erre e bebebeb cacaaacausususususeeee anananananotootototheheheheherrrr heheheheherdrdrdrd iiiiis ssss
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use the same route soon.  4) likely to u
pay no attention to stationary Caribou p
ven if they are completely outobjects e
n the wild (the three-wheeler), of place i

spot and will react to the but can s
movement (the blown stalk).slightest 
e Patient!  If we'd have justand 5.) B
ut the critters would havestayed-pu
ver us. walked ov

ed these lessons well.  AsWe learn
hile I ferried my bull back to the proof, wh
on tagged a nice bull.  While Jon lodge, Jo
ed his bull back, I popped transporte
We got back after dark thatanother.  

with three very nice bulls on theevening w
e.  All togetmeatpole her, we took seven 
e course of the hunt and couldduring the
en many times that number.have take
o it we had to play by the rules.But, to do
ng around searching for game Wanderin
mpting to stalk is not the way toand attem
with migrating caribouwith migrating caribou.connect wconnect w

arare e imimmprprpp eseesessive animals in everyCaribouuu aa
eyeyyey aaaarererere lllarararargegegegerrrr thttt an the lllararaargegegegestststst way.  TThThT ee
eeerrrr or wwwwhihihh tetaililili ,mule ddddeeeeeeeeee bbbbutuutut nnnnotototot aaasss bibibibiggg asasasas 
eeee I'd noooott t t adaddaddvvovv cacacacatet tttthe eleleellk.k.k.kk.kk   WhWhhWhilililil

m aass prime cariiiibobobobouuuu cacacaac trtrtr ridgdgdgdgesesees,.243/6mmm
thaat ththththeyy'dddd do ninininicecececelylylyly if placaccacededee  I'I m sure t
 Any of thttthe .30 caliber ppproperly. 
s commonly used for ddeeeeerr, or cacartridges
ghgggh pppppowowowwereredd ssstuuffff is cecc rtrtrtaiainlnlly ysisimim lar hiig

eee..adaada eqqeqquateee

g II ddid notit ce and must tt assusususumemememe OOnOnOnnee thththhthini g
araccteteristic is that if youu uu shoot tototo bbbbbee chcchchc aa
ndnd wououndnd an animal, exxxxpect him popopop oorororo lylyyy aaannnn
iiththt  the herd and keep ooooon totottoto ssssstatatatayy www
II ssaw tttthis happen a couuuuplplplp e e e ofofofof trrt ucucucuccckikikikikinn'nn . 
ncn idenentst  involving the nnnnatatatativivivivesesee ,tit memmmemesss ininin iii
hich I described earlier. AAnnd,one e offof wh

on one of my animals I did a piss-poor 
job on my first shot, gut shot behind the 
rib cage.  This animal showed no sign of 
being hit at all.  This is important, and 
points out the absolute necessity to
select your target, shoot accurately, and
stay with him.  Do not assume that
because the animal showed no sign of 
being hit, that you have missed.  Shoot
again, focusing your attention on the
same animal.

The probability is high that you did not
miss and you cannot risk the terrible
consequences of letting a wounded
animal escape.  It just ain't kosher 
despite the native's approach to the 
same.  This is not as easy as it may 
sound.  When you are popping a bull outt
of a herd that may number a hundred or 
more, it's easy to get distracted by other 
animals, losing sight of your bull.  After 
your first shot your bull may beyour first shot, your bull may be
screened by other animals.  Stay on 
him!  Wait until yyyyououuu gegegegeettttt anananan oooppep ning.
ThThThThenenenen,,,, ththhhrererereadaaad your next shot through and 
papapapaststste him in the boiler room.  To do less 
is nothing short of criminal.  

If you do your job right on the first shot 
by putting the slug into the heart-lung
area, the critter will go down pronto. As I 
said, caribou are neat animals.  Their 
racks are way out of proportion to their 
size - very impressive.  Their white 
manes and chocolate coats are 
beautiful.  Both JJon and I brought back
hihihihiddes to be tannedeee .  We hunted in early 
SeSeSS ptp ember, before the buuuulls go into rut, 
anananandddd ththththeeee mmmem at issss eeeexcellennnnt somomoo ee of theaanananddd thththhee e e mmeat isss s eeeexcellent, somomomome e of the 
fifififinenenestststst vvvenenenisisisononnn IIII'v'v'vveee e eeveverer tttasasasastetett d.d.d.d   TaTaTaTakekekek n 
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e rut, however, they can be so during the
o not be fit to eat. frank as to

ves do a curious thing that adds The nativ
ly to the olfactory assault oneimmense
ces in the village.  They bring in experienc
s of their caribou and leave the heads
ttered about their housesthem sca
ey rot and stink.  Some houseswhere the
ence of caribou heads andhave a fe
around like a hedge.  Somehorns all 
covered up with caribou racks, roofs are 

ached, these, being skulls atta
ted of this year’s harvest andconstruct
ests of manythe harve previous years.
hat the village is a big bone yard To say th
t be inaccurate. would not

 to Anchorage via Kotzebue,To return
obliged to charter an aircraftwe were 
ded considerably to our which add
s.  Then too, we had to ship the expenses
m Kotzebue by air freight.y gmeat from
er, myyyy sshare Altogethe of the costs came
$850,0,0, aaa ttttidididi y sum, but well worth to aboututut $

it.

e ee e vivivvillllllllaggggeee e anananand hhhhWhile ee ththththeeeee ununununtittitingngngng eethic oooof ititititssss
tttssss arararare e e e not prprprrpreete tyyyy, yooyoyoyouuuu tatatatakekkeke iiittt t foffofoorr r rocccupapp ntntntnt
andn  enjoyyyy tttthehehehe eeeexpxpxpxperiencee.e.ewhw at it is

re notttt aaaalwlwlwlwwaaays as they yyy fifififirssrssttttTThT ings ar
The olfactory assault andnddd aaappear.  T

d cluuuuttttt ereee  I've dededeesccribeeeedddd isis bbasased bobonen yard
tetet mppppporooo arary upupbrrini ging aandndd onon a conono ttt

meneent, whih ch makes me a aa a popoooroo  eenene viv rororoonmm
tatototor on a culture compplpp etttteleelelyyy yccococommmmmmmmm enee t
o mmy y experience.  To mmmem  it is foffoforerereeeigignnnn tot

offensive to have dogs howling in the 
night, caribou heads in the yard, and the 
place smelling of dried fish and
decomposing animal matter.  To the 
Eskimo, these are the sights, sounds, 
and smells of success and security.
Different strokes for different folks, the 
saying goes. 

The caribou are truly wonderful animals;
I'm honored to have had the privilege to 
hunt them.  I intend to do so again soon.
Next time, however, I'll take greater care
in my shooting.  We didn't wound any 
animals and have them escape, but I'd 
be less than honest if I were to say that I 
am satisfied with my marksmanship 
performance.  As hunters we have a 
moral obligation to shoot carefully and
accurately.  I need more work, because 
next time I'm going for a really big one, aa 
real wall hanger, and I want to be ready
for him We didn't see any monsters onfor him.  We didn t see any monsters on
this trip, but they're out there.  A guy just 
needs a little luck anand ddd aaaa whwhwhwholooo e lot of 
paaapatititit enenenencececece ttttoooo fiffinddnd them. 

About the Author: Jim Cox has hunted 
extensively in North America and 
Europe, including caribou, Dall sheep, 
grizzlies and black bears in Alaska, 
whitetail deer on the East Coast, deer tt
and pronghorns in Wyoming and 
chamoix and red deer in Europe. He 
retired from the Army in 2000 with the 
rank of colonel. He lives in Lacey,
Washington with his wife Peggy.     
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lassic O’Connor
Wood for Gunstocks""W
Jack O’Connor- June 1969By Ja

rinted with permissRep ion from Outdoor 
Magazine.Life

nut is the traditional wood for gun Waln
rifle stocks.   Itand  is about the right 

ght to make a gun or rifle balanceweig
ly.  Very heavy wood tends to make nice
or shotgun butt-heavy and muzzle-rifle 

t, and light wood results in…. light

read more about “Wood for To 
nstocks” please refer to our Gun
k O’C A hi ithick O’Connor Archives within our JJac

bsiteee lllooooccccation!!!! weebb

uuuut tt ththththeeee AuAuAuAuththhoooro :  Jaccaca k k k O'O'O'O'CoCoCoConnnnnnnnororor's''s's firsttt Abbbboooo
,,,, bebebebesisisisidedededes ss s hihihis s ss faffafaamimimimilylylyly,,, was thtt e lololoooveeeveve

ddddoooooooors andndndd wwwwwrrirrr tingngngng ouooououo tdtdtdtd abououououtt t t huuuuntnntn inininning,ggg  

firearms, and the natural history of bbig rr
game animals. As the longtime fireaarms tt
editor for Outdoor Life magazine, 
O'Connor hunted and collected trophies 
throughout the world, and introduced 
millions of readers to hunting and 
firearms. He is still considered the 
undisputed dean of outdoor writing aand 
journalism. Please visit our website at 

j kwww.jack-oconnor.org to learn more to learn moree g
about Jack, his family life, career, annd 
conservatitititiononon lllegegegegacacacaca y.yyy

e JJacack O’’Connor Hunnnnting HeritageAtAtAtt tttthheh
EdE uccatataa ioion Center:ananandd d d EEE

pypypy of Jack O’Connor’ssss s .337575H&HH  H A AA A cococoppp
cccururrentn ly on display asasasas ttthehehehe 2222010101014444ririririiflfflflffle,e, ccccuurrently on display asasaas ttheehehe 220101014 4 4ririr flflfle,e, cc
gun ooff the year, will bbbbe ee e rarararaffffffffleleleled d d d ofofofofff f rararaffffflele

to some lucky individual. This rifle,, 
made by Rogeggg r and Paula Biesen, iis 
the 2nd of thrhrh ee rifles to be built in the 
“AAAAfrican” seeeerirr es.  Thehehhe ddddrawing will be
heheheheldldldd oon Junenenene 7th 2022 14141 at tht e Jackheheheheldldldld oooon n JuJunenenene 7th, 2014141414 aaaat t t t ththhe Jack 
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nor Center.  Be sure to come out O’Conn
day! d !on that h

nchester “Show and Shine” and The Win
’Connor Days event for 2013 Jack O’
great success.  Outdoor writers was a g
Van Zwoll, John Barsness, Wayne 
Clarke, and Bradford O’Connor Eileen C
ed, sold copies of their books attende
d book signings. We had a great and did
t at our Friday evening event turnout
ks were generous with their and folk

ons.  So now the planning donatio
for 2014.begins

nchester Model 70 Jack The Win
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In our next newsletter:  

Allan Jones, an O’Connor fan, will 
discuss one of his favorite topics in 
the next Tech Corner.

Long Range Shooting will be
discussed by some experts.  Is it 
ethical or just a temporary mania?

Plus, another great article from the
Jack O’Connor collection.


