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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
CARD

Yochum, Co-ChairmanBy Mark Y

  America…..”Land of the fr  ee and home of the brave”.  Francis Scott Key nailedd it
h h t th bl li lwhen he wrote those memorable lines so long w ago.  These are the reasons we live in ago.  These are the reasons we liv ive in 
uch aaa wwwwonoo derful country.  Freedom hasss  many connotations and among these arre 
rreeeedodoommmm ofofof cchoice, freedom of spfrfrfr eech, religion, political affiliaiaatitititionononon aaaandnnn  so forth inccluding 
ooor r r r exexexexamamamamplplplp eeee ththththe freedommmm totototo ppppicicicick kkk thtt e kind oooof f ff fofo cacacacarsrsr wwwweee e drdrdrrivvivveeee, what channel TV we wwatch 
nnnndddd iff wwwwe elecccccttttt totototo ssssenenene dddd tettetextxtxtxtx mmmmesesesessasasasages frfrrfromomomomaaaaa ooouuruu  cell phones or not.  We are free to 
sssssembbbblelelele, atatataa tetetetendndndnd schchchchools, shshshhopopopopo aaaat ttt ththththt e mall or aaaa shop on-line.  We are free to own ppets or 
ooootttt totototo oownn ppppeetee s,,,, ffffrererereeeeee totototo ffffishhhh ananananddddd hunt or free nn to not fish and hunt.  As you can seee the list 
oulu dddd go onnnn anananandddd onononon, and ittt dddoeeees.ss  coc
  To ssssomomomomeeeee degree ttthehehehesesesese rrrrigigigighth ss orooo  the basic  premise of these rights goes back too our 
olonial forefathers.  Wheeeennn n tco heey ddrdd afted the “Constitution of the United States” they had f
o concept of the advaaancncemements innnn technology tn hat would come forth in the birth of the 

nduddd ststsss ririririaaala rrevvololo uttioi n bububut ththt eyeyy did havvvvee a fiinn rm grasp on how they perceived life in tthis
ooountrtrttry yy shshouuldl bbe and tht isisi iiiss crystal cclcc ear in cococoo the historic document that begins “WWe hold
hhhesese e truths to be self-eveveveviddenene t………..”. thh
  InInn the como ing monthhshh    eachccch ooooff ff usususus wwwwill be faced with many choices on many issuues.  

The e tatask will be exercissssing our right of choiceTT  and voicing our opinions.  My challenge to
aachh aaaandnd every one of yyoyy u is to be informememm d and to educacacac te yourselves as much as eeee
oossibblele before making impportant dece isioooonsnn .  Itppp  is unfortunu ate in our electronic agge that 

TrTrruuth, Falsehood and Biaiaiaiass wawaw lklklk TTT haand in hahahahand.  Consideeeer rr sourcessss ana d motivation beforee
oouu accept a Truth and bbbbee clclclc eveveveverererer eeeenonononougugugughhhh totototo rrrrececececooogo nize FFFFaaaalsehoodododod andndnn BBias it wwill beyooouu accept a Truth and bbbbe e e clclcleveveveverererer eeeenonougugugughhhh ttotoo rrrececececogogogognize FFFFaaaalsehood andndndnd BBias….it wwill beyoy
iifficulu t bub t you deserve totototo mmmmakakakakeeee ththththeeee ririririghghghghtttt dedededecicicic sisisiiononoo sss. ddd
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    A great challenge that is brewing now in the media and in the highest political offices 
as well in our homes and work places is the interpretation of our great “Consttitution” andd 
especially the Second Amendment dealing with the right to bear arms.   
    At this juncture I am not going to ask you to align yourselves with either sidde of the
debate but only ask that you get as much information as possible.  This is what I am
personally trying to do.  After reading the “Constitution” I find that the Second 
Amendment does not grant the right to bear arms……..it was already a right. It is simplyy 
codified and re-affirmed for the purposes of: 
    Deterring tyrannical government…….Repelling invasion……..Suppressing
insurrection…….Facilitating a natural right to self-defense…….Participating inn law 
enforcement……..Enabling the people to organize a militia.   Target shooting and 
hunting were so essential to daily life that common sense precluded adding thhem to thiss
list.   
    Be informed, weigh your decisions, don’t believe everything you see or heaar and 
exercise your right to “Freedom of choice”.
    In 2013, please consider a renewal of your membership and share the oppportunity f
with someone you know that cares about our hunting heritage. You can find aall the r
information you need on our website: www.jack-o’connor.org  Thank you for hhelp…we
couldn’t make a difference without you!

About the Co-Chair:  Mark Yochum is currently the co-chairman of the JOCHHHEC.  Herr
is a Life member of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and Safari Club Interrnational, 
an NRA member and a supportean NRA member and a supporter of Ducks Unlimited and The National Wild Turkey r of Ducks Unlimited and The National Wild TTurkeyTurkey 
Feedededederarrration. He is a United States Army veteran, lives in Lewiston, Idaho and works as aa 
ReReeealalala EEEEststststate Broker. 
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From the Director’s Chair 

   

By Mike Butler, DirectorB

From my vantage point, 2012 was an exciting yF ear. First, we were able to see thhe 
successful production run of the Winchestes r Model 70 Jack O’Connor Tribute Riifle. 
Secondly, we got our website forum area sqS uared away so it is now user friendlyy. 
And last but not least we had our first openAnd…last but not least, we had our first openAA house-gun show and shine.  2013 looks to house-gun show and shine.  20133 looks to3 looks to 
be anononoothththther banner year, with a large push to rebb cruit new members, advertisers, and the 
hohohopepepessss ofofofof ffffoooro ming a youth hunter education chhh hallenge ssshohoh otototo ininining g gg g teteteteamamamam. As we are aall 
awawawawarararareeee, ggggun oownwnwwnerererershshshshipipipip iiiissss ataatat ttttaaa hehehhe ppppointntntnt oooof fff aaaa lolololot t t t ofofoo ppppollololititi iical discussion as 2012 endss.  As 
huhuhuhuntntntnterererers s s s anananand shshshs ooooooootetetetersrsrs it is iiimpmpmpmpererererhhhhh atatatativivivivveeeee ththththatatatat wwwe all stay engaged in those discussioons and 
mamamamake ouruu vvvvoooioo ceeee kkkknownwnwnwn... AsAsAss mmmmememememe bers and mmmm supporters of the Jack O’Connor Hunting 
Heerittatt ge andndndnd EEEEdudududucaccc tion CCCCeenteteteterHH , we know that hunting, conservation, and the shoooting 
sportssss aaaarerreree intricattelylylyy iiintnnn ererererwowowowoveeennnn into a s fine tapestry of tradition and heritage, whoose 
values are timeless in ourrrr AAAmem riccacc n societv y, past and present.  I have heard it said 
numerous timmmeseee ddurinnnngg thhe e lal st couuuuple of yn ears that American kids are losing theeir 
sesensssssse e e off natturu e and ououtdtdooooo rsrsmanshhihh p.  Some sss have even gone as far as to call itt nature 
dededefif ciit tt sysyndroome.  Myddd ggggeneee eree ation did not have nature deficit syndrome as we weere too 
buussys  riddinngg bikes, catcchcc ininnngggg lilllighghghteningngngng bugs, b and playing baseball/football in the bback 40 
fielld.d. NNow that most off ff us are grandparentsf it is high time to get our grandkids back 
ouo tddoooooorsrs and being theeee kind of Americannnn kids weooo  once wewww re.  My challenge to yoou for 
2020133 iis to take a kid (anynnn kkid) hunting annnnd d222 properly introduce them to the sport oof 
huhuntingggg and shooting. IIII hhhhavavvve eee yeyeyeyet t tototot ssseeee aaaa kkkkiihhh dddd wiwww thout a smsss ile afteteteter r a aaa greaaaat day yy affieldlldl  

ithh f il b ddd ff ii dddd SSSS llwiwith ffamamily members annnndddd frfrfrfrieieieiendndndnds.s.s.s  SoSoSoSo llleeeewww tttt’ ititti ttt lki bbbb t it ddd kk itttt’t’sss ququququitititt ttttalalalalkikikingnggg aaaabbbbout it and ddd mamamamakekekeke it 
happen…….!!!  Good HHuununtititih nng innn 2001313!!!!!!!!  MMMMMB B
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t the Director:  Mike BuAbout tler started his wildlife career in 1975 with the Missouri rr
rtment of Conservation. He is an EndoDepar wment member of the NRA, a Life member 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and of the a supporter of Ducks Unlimited and The 

nal Wild Turkey Federation. He is anNation avid turkey and elk hunter, and enjoys Alasska 
on fishing at least once a year.salmo

ech Corner 
he Guy Who DIDN’T Pick the 270 Winchester”“Th

lann JJJJoooones By Alll

teer HoHoHoHoststststt, Jack O’CCCCononononnonononorrr HuHHH ntntnttVolun iniii g Heritage and Education Center ttt

“I otshoo a 270 Winchesttere beeecacaussee of Jackff O’OOO Connor.”

ddd I a dodod lll ar fforo  every timimmme ee I’I’I vevHaddd heard that, I could buy a lot of really nice rifles fromm 
r BBiBiesssene . Like many ottthehehehersrsrsrs,,, I read RooRooogegg r Jaaaack O’Connor as a kid and decided I neededd a
l 707070 WWinchhester in 270000 Winchestttet r. At MoMooooddedd l the ripe old age of 12 or 13, I’d saved up 
en-r-rete ail price of $1299,99  and the hardwththt e e ee thththe are store two doors down from my dad’s 
mmmarkeket t hah d a new, staaaandard-grade M7M 0000 iiinisususupepepep rrrr  the appointedededd caliber on the rack,
ngngn  me every time I walkekkkk d d byy...tataataununu tititin
d,d,d  beingnnn  a wing shot andndndnd sssmamamamalllllll-g-g-g-gamamamameeee huhuhuhuntntntntDaDad erererer,, alalalalwawww ys ppoiooiointed outututut wwwweeee hadddd no pplacce 

oooto  a higigh-power rifle (lararara gegegegelylylyly ttttrurururue e ee babababackckckck tttttotototo ssshohoo heheheen)n)n)n)... HeHeHeHe nnnneveveveverererer ggggototot tthehee ppppoioioiointntntnt ooooffff shshshooo tingg a 
m to learn about fiffif rerereaara m a cartririidgdgee untitiilll I wrw otee SSpepeepeerererr RRRReloaoaoadidididingngngngg MMMMMannnnanuauauauaualll l l #1#11#1#122222, bubububub tt t IIII caccacac nnnnn’’’t ttt
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—he was a great man who never winccomplain— ed at the cost of keeping me rolling in
mo and 12-gauge shotshells. 22LR am
ent back to my research. I’d readSo I w about reloading and knew I would be doing it

e time was right. I studied the 270when the Winchester and was hard-pressed to find
wrong with the performance.anything

ver, further research about the 270Howev triggered something in the embryonic
in me: at the time, the selection reloader of 0.277-inch bullet weights and styles was

You could get 100-, limited. Y 130-, and 150-grain component bullets. Compared to most 
-game calibers, tother big- he options were fewer.
e other hand, there was a wealth of On the 28-caliber bullets. You could commonly find
between 100 and 175 grainsweights b with plenty of stops in between. This is less of a
day but there isfactor tod  still a broader selection of 7mm bullets than 270.
ent back to O’Connor’s tales, I notAs I we ed his high praise of the 7x57mm Mauser 
. He was handloading it to higher cartridge. pressures than the modest levels of US 
mmo, and he and Eleanor obviously did factory am quite well with it so loaded. So that
—my goal became a 7x57 on a strong action.was that—
st 7x57 was    My firs not a strong action model. My parents gave me a surplus M95 t
Mauser rifle for Christmas when I waChilean M s about 14. I wasn’t yet handloading so fed
ser both factory hunting ammo (175-grthe Maus ain RNSPs were the only US loads then)
e FN-labeled surplus FMJand some ammo with 154-grain spitzers.
d hit informal targets with reasonable rI could egularity at our favorite shooting spot on
s above the Trinity River. But we lacked a formal range with benches. When athe bluffs
nge opened while I was in high schoolnge opened while I was in high school, public ranpublic ran I was able to see what the old ChileanI was able to see what the old Chilean 
on papaaapepepeper. could do 
kkke e a a a shshshs orororort ttt and sad story To mmmaaa shorter, the old Mauser printed d 8-8 ininininchchchch ggggrorororouupu s at 100 
mymymymy yyyyououououngngngng aaaand inexpppxpererererieieieiencncncncedededed mmmmind, tyards. IIIInnnn hee pppprorororoblbblblememmem hhhhadaddad tttto bbe bullet diameter so I 
sllluguggg tttthehehehe borrrre.eeee AAAAssss IIII wawawawassss tatatatat ppppppppininninggggset uppppp tttttooo o tttthehhh  leaeaaadddd slslslslugugugg through the bore from the 
tttt fell ouuutttt whwhwhwhwheeene iiiitt tt wawaaas still faaarr r frfrfrfrrmumumumumuuuzzz lee, itititi omomomm tttthehhheh  chamber. The diagnosis was terminal—
ttt wwwwasasasas sevenenenen incccchehehehes s s s s lolololol ngngngng! the thhroatat
x577 ssssearchhhh cooooululululdddd hahhh ve ggononnne eee ooono  hold whThe 7x ile I attended university, but the guys I
ging wiwiwiwithththth wwwwwere also shohohohoototototers. Thhahh t wwaw s hang kept the quest alive but not productive. The 
odel 70 was gone by tht e e e titt me Ippre-64 M enenenentered university in 1965 and were already

ut of myyyy reae chhh.. I sas w sesess veveraral candiiprpriciced ou daddd tes in magazines and at gun shows. A 
RuRugegegegegg r #1#  inn x7x57 cauaaughghht t mymy eye bbbbutuushshorort-t rur nnn  was too much coin for my student wallet. 

bbboouo ghghght itit so ata lleast I hhadadada vvviisitation ririirights. AAA AA frff ieeeend bbb
pororortet r rr adadvertised a commmmemememercial 7x57777 AnAnnn impm rifle on a 98 Mauser action with a Euro-
ockk tthah t, oon paper, looooked awesome. Wststs ylyly ededdd sssto hen I saw one in the flesh, the ardor left 
bluingng was poor and tmemememee;;; ththhe e e bb hhehh  stock looked like a piece of wood off the outhouse, and f
ttet  fitt tthehe metal biddidid dndndndndn’t’tt qqquiuiuiui ts. Thhhhat importer mumusttt hhhhave invented thehhh  term “gap-osis”.
ttedede , I let the idea go forrr r r a a whwhili e.ee  ThennDeDeDeDeD jejej ctctct in 11972, not long after I landed a real job, 
nnnonon unceccc d two items: theeeeyyyyRuRuuuRuugegegegeger rrr anan yygggg wwwououououldldldld pppprorororodudududucececece aaaa llllonononong-g-g-g-action MMMM77 bolllt ttt ririrriflflflfleee;e  andddd they pppp ggg y

a limmittede  run of themwoowooouululululdddd dododo  innnn 7x7x7x7x57575757. ItItItIt ccccosososostt t memememe $$$$151515150 000 nenenenewww.w. III ffffininininalalala lylyly hhadadad tthehehehe sssstrtrtrtrononono g-ggg
d the caliber. actititiiiononon an
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ht, 22-inch barrel is capable of groupsIts ligh  just over an inch at 100 yards with 
hunting bullets —certaicommon n better than “minute-of-deer” accuracy. It remains one

vorite rifles even though it is neither of my fav the most attractive nor the most accurate. It
me deeply. satisfies m
bout loading that cartridge to meetNow a its potential. The American ammo industry
x57’s maximum average pressure (MAP)set the 7x  at 51,000 psi, slightly behind the 
57 Roberts loads at 54,000 psioriginal 2 and well under the 30-06 at 60,000 and the 270

5,000. European loadingWin at 65 practices for this cartridge are to go higher. Although 
not an exact conversion, we worked there is n out that European factories were loading it 
d 58,000 psi if tested on US equipment. to around
ction is the key to doing this. If a commThe ac ercial action in 7x57 is also chambered 
and similar cartridges, you have enfor 30-06 ough safety factor to load the 7x57 to

vels than the “soft” 51,000 psi of higher lev factory ammo. The newer +P standard for the 
erts is 58,000 psi, about the same as257 Robe  European 7x57 ammo. I’m a professional

an with years of experience in preballisticia ssure testing, and I decided to limit my 7x57
ds for my Ruger to the range handload of 58-60,000 psi. I don’t need more.
y about any military conversion.I worry Obviously the limits of the M93 and M95 
must be respected.Mausers In theory the M98 should be OK but I know these were 

a wide variety of facilities during made in a the war years to varying standards of 
gy and quality. If you build a custommetallurg rifle in any caliber on a military-surplus
even the vaunted Mauser 98—selectaction—e a gunsmith who is an expert in these
nd heed his advice.actions a
some “apples-to-apples” pressureso e app es to app es p essu eI havea e /velocity numbers for 7x57 handloads/ e oc ty u be s o 5 a d oads
what yyyyou gain by loading to Euro showing w practices. This was data for experimental
at aarereren’n’n’’tt tt avaa ailable sobullets ththt  I won’t reveal the propellant type lest you tryyyy something 
reeret.t.t. you’ll regegeg
aaaatatatata lllaba eled ““““SASASASAAMAMAMAMIIII (U(U(U(U( S)S)S)S)S)”””” isissisisThe dadadadad lloaaoaoaoadededededddd totototo nno momomomorrerer tttthan 96 percent of MAP, typical
yyy aaaammmmmmmmooo o anananand pupupupublblblb isisisishehehehed Speeeeer r r r dadadadatatatata.of faccctotototot ryyryryry ThThThTTheeee ssecond set labeled “CIP (Europe)”
gggghthththt up tott tttthehehehee 55558,8,8,8,00000 pspspspsi mamamamarkrkrkkrk. These daancncncnnceseesesese rrrriiii data are for a 140-grain bullet fired from 

h teestttt barrel:l:l:l: a 24-inchh

  
SAAMI 

(UUS)S)S     
CIP

(Europe)  

aaanntn  PrPPP opopopopo ellaa
MaM x x 

Charge,
graia ns 

Velocicicc tytyyy,
ft/secececc 

Pressureeee,
psi 

Max 
Charge,
grains 

Velocity,
ft/sec 

Pressure,
psi

ant PPrPrPPropopopelelele lalal
AA A 44.5 26544 44 48,129 448.0 2852222 58,806

aaannt PrPPrPrPrP opopoopopelelllala
BBB B B 40.540.5 26000002600000 47474747,1,1,115959595947474747,1,1,1159595  43434343.0.0.0.04434343.0000 27888888882788888888 56565656,6,6,6686868656,6,6,6, 68686868 

ant PrPropopellla 46.0 2658 48,4151  48.0 27722 555554,4,4,44 414141417777
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CC

ellantProp
DD 44.0 2656 48,278 47.0 2824 57,243 

ellantProp
E E 39.5 2617 48,521 41.5 2748 56,574 

ding “Euro” gives an increase of 150-200 feeLoad t/sec over US standards, letting thee 
ive fair chase to newer 270 Winc7x57 g hester factory loads and handloads with 140-

bullets.grain b
e 160-grain bullets in my 7x57 for muleI like deer and elk. My first Idaho muley showeed 
w much a high-SD bullet at modest velocity can do. The running buck turnedme how
ust as I yanked the trigger and the bulleaway ju t struck farther back than I intended. Stilll,

he deer. The Speer Mag-Tip hit him highI got th in the right thigh breaking the femur, yeet 
veled an additional 24-28 inches intostill trav  the chest before stopping under the hide oon 
side near the left shoulder. A lighter buthe off llet, or one run at much higher velocity, 

not have broughmight n t that deer home. 
for all you who shoot a 270 Winchester because of Jack O’Connor, I shoot aSo f
m Mauser for the same reason. 7x57m

the Author: Allan Jones had a 16-year caAbout t reer as a forensic firearms examiner 
movvininini g to Lewiston ID and taking overbefore the roles of data developer and technicaal r

for SSSpepeep erererr Bullets. He produced Speereditorr ff  Reloading Manuals 12, 13, and 14. Her
ininin 2222000000007777 anananandddd nonnn w volunteerretireeed dd s atttat the Jack O’Connorroror CCCCrr enenenenteteteter rrr anananannd dddd writes a monthly 

cscscscs ccccololololumn fofofofor rrr ballissstitititit cccc ShShShShooooooootitititiingngnngng TTTTTimimimmimesesss mmmmmagagagagazazazazinininine.
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Growing Up O’Connor

     “Son of Jack”
By BRADFORD O’CONNOR

My father wrote that the caribou was one of the  most handsome of all the world’s
big-game animals, even more so than North America’s wild sheep and elk and  Africa’s 
sable and kudu.

To him, the caribou was beautiful, but dumb and he considered it unethical for a 
hunter to take unfair advantage of the caribou’s stupidity. 

ThTTT at is why he commanded me, his then teenage son, to put my rifle back in the 
sccabababbbabababard that September afternoon nearly 62 years ago. 

WeWeWeWe wwwwere e a few days into a month-long hunt southhhheaeaeaststtst ooooof ffff AtAtAtAtlililinnn Lakes in Northern
BrBrBrBrititititissisishhhh CoCoCoCollul mbiaaaa wwwwhehehehennnn twtwtwtwoooo bubububull caribbibibouuuou aaaapppppppprrroaoaoaoachcchchededdd our pack-horse string.  Daad and I
wawawawatctctctchehhh d ththththheee e bubububulllll s ss s trttrtr ttot uuuupppp totooo iiiinvnnvnveesttigigigigatatatate,e,ee, ttttrororoot off,  nostrils flaring and tails raisedd, after 
getttinnnngggg aaaaa whwhwhwhififififf ff f offf hhuman ssscececececentntntn , ththththen return moments later having already forggotten why 
ththththeyeee  hadddd runnnn ooooffffffff iiiinnnnn ththththe fifififirsrsrsrsttt t pplpp ace. 

This wwwwasasss tttthehehehe beginniniiningngngng oooof the caribou rut. The dim-witted bulls had mistakeen our 
horsssseseseses tto be cow cccararararibbbbou. WeWeWeWe shouted, cursed and tossed clods of dirt at the bulls,
finally driving them off.

The largggeseee t t spororrortetedd gagargantuuuanaaa  antlers with the most massive shovel Dad ever had
seeeeeeenenenen. ItI s ana tlere s wewew rere cccere tain to hhhah ve scored near the top of the record book. The urgee 
to ssshohoot wwass almosst t irrrrrereesis stible.  

DaD d didn’t have totototo lllecectuture me ooono  hunter ethics to explain why he didn’t wannt me to 
sshs oot thhat bull.  I knew. BeBBB sisisis dedededesss,s  the caribou season did not open until the next morninngg..
ThThis seemed to be aa aa moot point because we were days away from the nearesst road anndd
lawmwmen, but a quite serious matter to  DaDDD d who said tthahhh t getting a jump on thee season 
wass not an option. 

``You’ll get anotherererer cchahahaancncncnce,e,e,’’ DDDadada aaaassssssssurururu edee  me. 
He was right On tttthhehe ffffininnalalalal hhhhooooHee was right. On tttthehehhe fffininininalalalal hhhhooooururuu oooofff tttheeee lalalalastststst aaafternoonononon ofurur ooooff f f ttththee e e lalalalastststst aaaaftfff ernoonononon of our huhuntntntnt afa ter running neararrlylylyy aaour huhuh ntntntnt,,,, afafa tett r running nearrrlyylyly aaaa 

milele tto keep ahead ooof f ff ththththeee wiwiwindndnd, II shshshhotototot aaa bbbbuuulllll tttthahahatt eaeaeaearnrnrnrnededeed tthehe ttopopopop mmmmededededalalalal ffffororoo moooouuuuntntntntaiaaiaa n nnn
cariboou in the 1951 BoB one & Crrockett competition.  
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caribou hunter, this was about as fair For a c as a fair chase can be and a far cry from
that sex-befuddled bull popping t earlier in the hunt.  

wrote about the hunt later in Dad w Outdoor Life. This soon triggered a stampede of  
o the Atlin area. By the early 70s, hunters to my caribou had slipped from No. 7 to 35 in
d book. the record
wonder how many record-book caribou I often were taken in the rut, victims of their 
destructive stupidity, by hunters whoown self- paid no heed to the concept of fair chase.  
unt in 1951 was one of my first leThat h ssons from Dad on hunter ethics. No, he

ctured me about hunting ethics nor never lec did he lecture his readers in his books,
LifeOutdoor L  and later in Petersen’s Hunting.
e message was there, an embedded part ofBut the  a much larger picture he painted of f
ng experience. the huntin
ote in such a vivid, descriptive mHe wro anner that the readers were transported on the
him. hunt with 
ired little of the readerIt requ ’s imagination to feel the lingering warmth of a grassy

ated moments before by a ram, to sbed vaca ee the red autumn rust forming on arctic 
he woodsy smell of a campfire or willows, t to hear the cackle of the pheasant rooster 

g from the nearby brush. exploding
passion for sheep and sheep hunting waDad’s s known throughout the hunting world

message on ethics was contained in almoand his m st everything he wrote on the subject.
he message must have been too sublimiAlas, t nal for the many who did not get  it.
tted over his role in creating a Grand He fret Slam hysteria. He is said to have been

person to have bagged all four varithe fifth p eties of North American wild sheep and he
h of the blame for making the achih of the blame for making the achilaid muchlaid much evement of a Grand Slamevement of a Grand Slam a status symbol for a status symbol for 
eed ofofofof affluent and a new bre highly mobile hunters. 
d tooo o o mamamaanynn  Grand Slam seekers were so driven by greed and egegegego o o o tht at theyHe saiaia
ee aaaaboboboboutututut tttthehehehe ssssights, soundscared liiittttttlll aaaandndndnd smells of sheepppp ccccouououo ntntntntryryryry..  

wwwwerererereeee out for rrr ininininststststanananantt tt susususus cccccccccesesesese s s ss annanddddd prprprpresesesesTheyyyyy wwww tititit gegegeg ,,, acacacaccocococ mplishing in days what required 
ttttououououghghghgh hhhhununununtingngngng fffforororor oooothththt erweeks ssss ofoffofof s beeeefofooforererere ttttheheeheheem.m.m.m. OOOOututu  of the greed grew an industry of 

uuulolololous oututu fiiiittttttttteeeree s whwwwho prprprpromomomomototototedededed qqqquickie hunts,unnscscscsscs rurururruupupuupu  often flying their instant hunters to 
of f shhhheep momomomoununnuntatatatainininnsss s wherrerreee e raraaams the base had been spotted a day or so earlier. 

onee susususuchh hhhhhunteteteterrrr whwhwhwho ooo had dd ststststasasasa hehhh d his rifleI met o and duffel in a storeroom at his office 
awaitedddd tttthhheh  go-ahead cacacacall from hihh s ouwwhw ile he a tfitter. He got the call shortly after he 
t his office, hopped a flfligigghththt to Anaarrived at chchchchorage, shot his ram the next morning and 
k hhomomomomo eeee thhe fofoollllllowwo ing dadadad y.y HHHe e said tttthatwawas back  his goal was to score a Grand Slam in a 
stss  traaaaackccc oof thhe e gug y, bututyeyeyy ararr. I loosss hhe ee prprobo ably ddddid achieve that goal. 
bbbooo k kIn tthe ShSheep and Sheeeeep pp p HuHuHunting, Daaaad wrote: 

veee wwwrittttt enen a good manyyyy sssstotototoriririries on s``` I hahahhh v hhehh ep hunts. Some of the boom in sheep
maay y wew ll bbe laid to my doorstep. IIII hope thhuhuhuntntnn innnnngggg m hat when I arrive at the Pearly Gates, 
eter dodododoes not hold it aggag inst me. He oololollddddd StStSt.. PePePeP may yyy well do so – andn  if he does, I shall not 
sssimi plly y wiwill bow my heaaada , turnararaa gggugugue.e.e.e III ssss  aroundd annnndddd go down beloow www where I belong.’’ 
aaadd’s message was not tttotot tatalll y y looost. I likkBBuBuBuBut tt t DaDaDa e totot  believe that he had played a role in 
eennin ng oooof hunting ethics ananan aaaawwawawww kekeke anananand d a a a a grgrgrgrowowowowininiingggg awawawawararararenenenenesesesess that ttttoooo preserrrveveveve oooour hunuuu tinggg 
wwe e whw oo hunt must cleannnn upupupup oooourururur aaaactctctc .... IIIIheheerrirriritatataaggege www amamamam ccccononononviviviv ncncncncedededed ttthahahahattt t thththisis is s trtrueueuee bbbbececececauaua se 
the leading hunter-consssmaaanynynyn ooof f t erervavavatitiionnnisisiststs of f totooddadaay yyyy hahahaavevevev  tololo dddd mmmmeee ee thththththatatt ttttthehheheey yyyy wewewewewererererere ggggrererereeataatata  

Connor fafaf ns aand werre e innsppired by hih s writingsg .JaJackck OO’CC
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, most of the shenanigans that tarnToday ished the image of hunters and hunting in
and 70s are unthinkable. Resource mthe 60s a anagers -- with the enthusiastic support of 
nters -- have gotten tmost hun ougher on game-law violators and associations of guides 
tters have done a commendable joband outfit of policing their own members.
rs pump vast amountHunter s of money into wildlife conservation through
tions such as the Wild Sheep Foundorganizat ation, Safari Club International, Rocky
n Elk Foundation, Game ConservatiMountain on International, Ducks Unlimited and a
thers. host of ot
hunter dollars protect and enhance These wildlife habitat and support critical
into disease and nutrition, miresearch gration patterns and relationships between 

s and prey.predators
o believe, too, that Dad’s writings I like to – and sometimes rantings – contributed to a
ed environmental awareheightene ness. In Arizona, he witnessed the devastating impact
azing on a fragile desert and itof overgra s wildlife and he saw the same happening after 
to Idaho.  his move

lic meetings, magazine articles and inIn pub letters to the editor, he warned that the
dam-building activity of the 1960sfrenetic d and 1970s would inundate an important Idaho 
r range and  devastate the great  stelk winter eelhead and salmon runs of the Snake and
er Rivers. He locked horns with theClearwate Corps of Engineers and the many who saw

ydroelectric power and river barging as a panacea for all society’s ills.cheap hy
ams were built anyway. Since then,The da the states and federal government have
millions if not bilpumped m lions of dollars to stave off extinction of some of the fish runs.
here even is serious talk about removiToday, th ng some of the dams to restore the runs.

was a prolific writer a workaholic wwas a prolific writer, a workaholic wDad wDad w ho often boasted until his late 60s that heho often boasted until his late 60s that he 
d takeeeen nn a true vacation. never had
ptp  in n n hihihih ss ofooo fice so he could get toHe slelele his Royal typewriter quickly in cacacacasesss  he woke 

nn ttthehehee mmmmororoorninininingngngng with a story yy ideaeaeaea,,,, whwwup at 22 innin ich he often didddid.... HeHeHeHe’d’d’dd ccccararararryyryry paper and a pen 
aaaalmlmlmlmoooso ttt everrrrywywywywheheheherererere hhhhheeee wewewewew ntntnnn ,, offofftetetetennnn papapapaususususwith himmmm aaaa inning gg g innnin mmmiddidd-conversation to jot down an 
bbbbseseseserrvrvrvatatatatioioioion.nnn  idea ooooorr rr oboobobob
huhuhuhunts – alalalalllll oofooo tttthehehehem, eeeeveveveven hihhih ss ss afafafafa ttternoon DaDaDaDaDad’dddd ss ss sashays from home or office into the 

deseeseert for quauauauaill oooorrrr jajaajaja kckc rabbbbbbittss s or in laArizona dd ter years for upland birds or rock chucks in 
soono eeere  or r laalaal ter rrr shshshshowowowowede uuup p pp inininn hhhhisiisis writings. IdIdaho – s
Dad wrottetete more than 1 55,5500000  articlelll s foThat D r hunting and fishing magazines, authored 
ls, an autobiography aandndd aabout twwo nove a aaa dozen books on hunting and firearms was 
mmmmososososo t tt ofooo his fffanaaa s.s   knknowo n to

hhhowo eveveveeverer,, are e awware tFeFeew,ww hhh haat heheh wwrote rooomo antic novellas and other articles for 
k,k,ReReReRedbbbbooo kk MaM deded mom isele le, Readddderrerers DiDD gest, Essssquire, the literary magazine Midland, and 
gagaazizz nenen s popular in theee 1111939393930s0  and 19999otoototo hehhh r r rr mmam g 40s; Or that that he once was a cub
n ChChici ago o at the rerer ppopop rtrtrtttererere  i time of Al Capone and later was a Hollywood correspondent; 
is wewestsss ern novel OOrOrOrO ttthahahaat tt hhihh Conqqquest was banned from the El t Pasoso library because 

sss thougughtht the  salty langggguage of theliililibrbrbrrrarararaariaiaaiansnsnss bob okokokk’’s’s’  characters woowoould shock readers.  
rrry y y critics gave the bookkkk k hihighghlylyy favoraba leee reviews, as they did later with a LLLLititititereraaa
ovovo el, seseseccococococ ndndnnnn nnn BoBBB om Town, but ththththatataa ddddidididid llllitititttltltltlee e e totototo pppplalalalacacacacatetetete ththththe goodddd citizens s s s ofofofo WWWWest ttt Texaaas
erere wawas s talk of publicly ffffloloologgggggggininining g g g hihihhiwhwhwhhererereereeee ththeee m.m.mm TTTThehehehe bbbbooooooook k kk crcrcrcreaeaeaeatetetetedddd ssususuchchc aa sstitiir r amamamamononononggg tht e

at he was forced to quit hhhiisis jjjobbb aaat ttpiououououusss ththt a SuSuS ll RoRoosssss CCCCCololollleleeegegg iiinn AlAlAAlpipipipiinenenenene wwwheheheheh rerrr hhhhhe eee e tatatatataugugugu hththththt 
and jourrrnan lisms . EnE glglissh a
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edly few knew something else aboutBlesse Dad: He was a prankster who rarely
p the chance to pull off a practical joke.  passed u
ictim was Lee SproulOne vi who had hunted tigers with Dad in India in the 1950s. 
l, a kindly, soft-spoken East Coast Sproul lace manufacturer had been invited to visit
nd Mother at their Father an home in Lewiston, Idaho. 
e Sproul’s arrival, Dad found a raBefore mshackle house nearby with a porch stacked

junk and a yard littered with ruhigh with sting car bodies and old washing machines.
etched Sproul from the airport, thenDad fe drove to the old house, opened the trunk 
an to unload Sproul’s luggage.and bega
an awkward silence, Sproul cleared hisAfter a throat and said: ``But, Jack, I am sure I
ery comfortable here.’’ will be ve
e rest of Sproul’s stay, he was fair For the game. Even Mother got into the act, putting
ovelty-store vomit on the poor man’s jarubber no cket. Sproul was very forgiving, because 

my parents remained good friends. he and m
r – bless her soul – was a willing coMothe llaborator in other pranks. The victims

were sorority friends my sistersusually w Cathy and Caroline had invited home for the 
.weekend
r would start serving dinner byMothe  announcing that she was developing a
e. As the dinner progrtoothache essed, her moans became louder and louder until, finally,r
ld say:Dad wou
nor, I have to pull that damned tooth out.’’``Elean
he’d whimper: ``OhAnd, s , don’t, Jack, please don’t.’’
t moment, Dad wouldAt that head into the kitchen and emerge with pliers in one hand 
lk tooth its roots paintlk tooth, its roots paintand an eland an el ed gory red hidden in the othered gory red, hidden in the other. 
 horriiriifififif ede  girls looked on and MotAs the her would scream in mock agony, Dad would 
o ppululllll ththt e eee elk pretenddd tot tooth from her jaw.
keeke wwwwasasasas ggggrerereeatatatat fun until the nigigigighthththt The jojojoj a panicked coed flflffledededed ttttoooo aaaa neneneneararara bby house and 
hehehehe ppppololololiiice. MMMMininininututututeseseses llllatatatataterereer,,, aaaa sqsqssqsquaauaaadddd cacacacar rrr pupupupulllllledededed uuuupppp and two burly cops pounded onphonedddd tttthhhh
dedededemamamamandndndn ininining totototo kkkknonononoww w w what ttttheheehe hhhhelelelelllll wawawwawaw sss s gogoggoiing on.the doooooorororor,,,,
ffffalalalall of 195959553,33,3,3, Dadadadad senntttt aaaa leeeetttttttterererre tttoooo meInIInInn tttttthehehehe fff in Korea written on stationery filched from 
ry. I learnedddd laaaateteteterrrr ththhthth tata  he hahahahadddd sent a mortuaa others letters with stationery taken from 
cess asasasas chuuhuuurcheeeessss, ccccolololollectioioi n n n n agagaga eneee cies and used-car dealerships. ssuch plac
ould nottt t pppass up a goodododod ggggag eveeeen if he knewDad co  it could put his career at great

riisk.
8,888 RRRRRayayyy BBror wnwnwnn, ededitorrrr of f fIn 193 OuOuutdt oor Liiiifefff  asked Dad if he wanted to be the
eee’ss gggggununu ccolumumninist to reeplplacaca e e Ned Crrrrosooo sman who had committed suicide. Brown mamaagaaazizz nenee
twtwtwo sas mpm le ccolumns DDDDadaaa wwwrote, buttt tliliiikeed tht e there was the formality of filling out the 
ry yy emememplployyment forms.nenenen cecec sssssss ar
ppaparerently had neglecteeede  to fill in hhhih s dateDaDaaDaD ddddd apa  of birth. Brown sent the following 

e in ttheheee terse languagmemememeem sssss agagagageee ee e of the telegram:  
OOLO DD JAJACKC ?HOHOHOHHOOW W W OOOO
rerer ply: JACK FINE . . .  HOHOW W OLOO D RAAY??? DDaDaDaDad’dd’s ss
,, wwho wwwwas well known fofofoforr rr hihihihisss sBrBrBrBrBrowoowooo nnn exexexexplplplplososososivivivive eee tetetetempmpmpmperererer,,,, must hhhhaaava e beenenenen iinnnn an 

nanally memellow and foexxexceccececeptptptp ioionnn rgivinnnng g g g momomomoodododod bbbbececececauauauaussesese DDDDadadadad ggggoooott t ththththeeee jojojojobb b anand d reremamamamaininininedededed wwwith 
LifeOuuutdtdtdtt oooooor r L until he retired in 197979772 22 andd weww ntnt oonnn totoo wwwwwririitetetete ffforr PPPPetetete ererererrseseseseen’nn s s s s HuHHuHuHuntntttntinininining.g.g.g.g.
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I once attended a party in Reno hosted by  a longtime friend and hunting companion 
of  Dad.

thing I admired most about ``One your father was that he was the only outdoor writer 
that he’d occasionally miss a shot,’’ he said. to admit t
id miss, but rarely.  Dad di
f my earliest huntiOne of ng memories was of tagging along with Dad for coyotes and
jackrabbits in the desertantelope north of Tucson. I saw him down two coyotes in a row, 

50 paces and the other at almost 300. one at 25 Over the years, I accompanied Dad on
e hunts in Mexico, Arbig-game izona, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, British Columbia, The
nd Africa and I can’t recall seeing him botch a shot.Yukon an
often plays a major role even among tLuck o he best shots. On our last upland hunt
a few months befortogether a e Dad’s death in 1978, a big pheasant rooster flushed from
of brush about 50 yaa clump o rds from us. I didn’t shoot, but Dad shouldered his 28-
rizaga, said ``well, hell,’’ and fired, dropping the bird. gauge Ar
aced off 70 yards. The rooster was hit We pa by a single No. 6 pellet, embedded in the
s head. side of its

was known as the father of the .270, whDad w ich is not quite accurate. But he was so
the caliber in his writkeen on t ings that the .270 became the pet rifle of thousands of 

Connor fans. He’d readilJack O’C y admit to me that the 30.06 was in the same league as
yet somewhat more versatile. Itthe .270 y was a 30.06 loaded with 220-grain ``solids’’

her used in Zambia in 1969 to kill her first and only elephant. that Moth
ve of the .270 and his affection for suchHis lov  kindred calibers as the  30.06, the .280
on, the 7x57 and .257 pitted himRemingto against gun writers he dubbed the Big Bore
o preached that the 270 and its wimo preached that the .270 and its wimBoys whoBoys who py brethren were inadequate for elk andpy brethren were inadequate for elk and  
hoicessss fof r deer. foolish ch
rgug ededd ttthahaahat it was not tDad araa he caliber so much as where the shot wass pppplaalalaced that 
AAAnnn elelelelkkkk shshshshotototot iiiinnnn the lunggs is jjjusususust t ttcountedd.d. asaa  dead with a .277770 000 asasasas wiwiwwithththth aaa .4555458, he wrote. 

usususuststststs wwwiiiith Elmemememerr r KeKeKeKeitititith,h,h,h,h  His joooouuuu ththththe eee e leleleleeadadererereer oooof fff ththththe eee BiBiBiB gggg BoBoBoBorrere BBBoys, provided years of great 
mmmmenenenentttt fofofofor rererereadadadaderrerers s s senterttttaaaaia nmnnmnmnm ofofofof ooooutdod orrrr mmmmagagagagazazazazzinininineseseses. 
hhhh Dad hhhasasasas bbbbbeeeeen n n n deadadadad ffffororor 33335555 yeyeyeyyears, I still receive dozens of letters, phone calls ThThThThThouoououo gggg

ail ffroooom his fafafafanssss.and e-maa
arer ffffrorrr mm mmmmem nnnn inininin ttttheheheheir twiww liighghghghtSome yeyyeyears who had read, met or had corresponded 
. Yet a suurprising numbebebeber rrr are frooomo  wwiw th Dad. hunters and gun enthusiasts in their mid or 
who were barely old eenonoougugu h to reaeaeaead laate 30s w during the peak of Dad’s writing career. 
ssss momomomom stststst ggrar tifyfyfyyiningg to mmmmeee isis tthhhWhW at i at my aaada ult grandsons -- Riley, Michael and

PPPleeasassss –––– aare ddevvout fansns ooof f ththeir grAnAndrdrrewww PPP eaaaat grandfather, worshiping a man who died 
sss bbefforo ee Rileey,fofofofouru yyyyyearsrs  the elddddesesesest,, wwwas born. 
yoyoyounnngg mem n will neverrr hhhhununununt t t tigeggg rs innnn InThThhheesesee e dia or Urial in Iran and it may be that

er wwili ll affoord the stratoooothttht eeyeyey nnnnneeveve e spherically high cost of a Big Five African safari, but they 
eriteded a fondness for fiiiine guns, arhhahahaavevevvve iiinhnhnhnhee e good wing shots and d have shown a love
eece t fofor r whw at they hunt. ananaa ddddd rereerer spspspeeee

s s ththe Jack O’Connor legggagag cycy II cccherish mososo t. ThThTThThisisi iiisss

e Auththor:    BradforAbbboouououo t t t ththe d O’CoCoCoC nnnnn oro wwwasas bbororrnnn ininin JJJJJunununneeee 191993333333,,,, ininininn FFFFlalallagsgsssgstatatataafff,, ArArArArArizizizizizonononono a.a.aa HHHHeeeeerr
with his fffama ily y to Lewwistoon inmoom veved d w  1948 and gradduauated from LeLewiiiststonnnn HHHHHiggghh ScScSccSchohohohohoololololol 
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. He served in the military as in1952 a policeman in Korea 1953-1955. Bradford 
ated with a BA in English and Journalism fromgradua  the University of Idaho in 1959. HHe 
d as a cub reporter for the Los Angelesworked  Mirror-News 1959, copy and city editor ffor 
alla Walla Union-Bullthe Wa etin 1960-1976, and last but not least, was the outdoor 
er/columnist/editor for the Seattle Tireporte mes 1967-1991. Bradford ii has written severaal 
s and provided numerous photographsarticles for several publications, including Outdooor 
ports Afield, Petersen's Hunting, RLife, Sp oad & Track and dozens of Associated Presss 
ership newspapers. His hobbies and inmembe terests include photography, travel, food 
ne, shooting, hunting,and win fishing and bicycling. Bradford married his high-school ff

heart (Anne) in 1953. They will celebrate their 60sweeth th wedding anniversary this yearr.
’Connor’s have two children (John inThe O’ Denver; Pamela in Seattle) and six 
children. grandc

Connor Family Firearms History  

eaannoor OO’Connnnnor’s AAAArrrriiiizona Favorite – The .257 “““““EEEEEllle
eeerttss””  RRRRRoooobbbbeee

DDOONO  “BUBBB CK” BUCKNER R R R bbybybybyb EEEELDLD

934 the O’Connor’s movvvededd from mm Flags    InInIn 119 taaaffff iiin nnn NoNoNortrtrtr heheh rnrnrn AAAAririririzozozozozonanann ’sssss hhhhhigigigghhhhh cococococoununununu trtrtry yy y y ofofofofo  
rosa pinenen  andn  snowywy wwintet rs to Tucson’popondnder s dedeseert heat andd cactctususussus.. HeHHH reeee JJJJJacacacacackkk k k 
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the first professor of became t journalism at University of Arizona while soon achieving f
on as a top rrecognitio anked gun and hunting writer.
ame year Remington introduced t   That sa heir commercial version of a .25 caliber 
artridge developed by eastern woodcwildcat ca huck hunter Ned Roberts. Developed by
down the 7 x 57 m/m case, thenecking d cartridge was capable of pushing bullets 
60 to 120 grains at then impressiweighing ve velocities. Originally called the .257

on, the name was changed to .257Remingto Roberts in honor of its inventor and
ed in Remington’s Model 30s rifle. introduce
ought one of the new rifles fo   Jack b r Eleanor to replace her lower powered .25 

on and had it custom stoRemingto cked and fitted with a new Noske scope. This rifle, with 
h barrel and loaded with Jack’s various hand loads, proved very accurate and its 24 inc
on Arizona whitetails (Coues’ deer)effective and desert mule deer as well as ideal for 
and jack rabbits. Jack soon had a .257 of coyotes a his own, used it primarily as a varmint 
shot a few derifle, but s er and one bighorn ram with it.
or used her Remington .257 with     Eleano great effect on Coues’ deer, javelina,
s jacks and coyotes and in 1941, shot an impressive buck antelope during  countless
s first modern day season.Arizona’s

                     
Eleanonononor anandd rancher FFFrF ank Siebold with a Coues deer she shot in 1945 with
her MMaMM userererer 993333 iniin 25757757 Roberts.

’Connnnnnoror’s did a lot of hhuh nting fo    TThTThThe ee O’O’O’O r Coues’ ddddeer in the ruggeggg d desert mountains of 
aaand SoSononora, Mexico in those days.AArArA izizzzizonononno aaa aaaa ThT eyyyy ffrequently usedddd horses but such hunts 
eqeqquiu red a lot of through hhikkining g too.alalalalwwawawawaysysyy rrreee  Eleeannnnor’s rifle proved to have one major 
kk. AtA  10 000 ½ lbs., it equaledededed 11110%0%0%0% oooof f ff dididididrdrdd awawawawawa babbabbb ckck , q mimimiminunununutiiiiveveveve EEEEleleleleanor’s bbbbody weeeeigigigighthththt,,,, simiiilar to y ggg ,,
geg mmanan carrying 18 pouuuundnddnds.s.s.s WWWWhehehehennnn cacacacaannn aaaveveveraraggg rrrrrrrrieieiei dddd inininin aaaa sssscacacacabbbbbbbbaararardddd ititit ttenenndededededddd tototoo ppppulululu ll l a aa
deways. More often sadddddddd lelel  sid thana nnot Eleanor wwouo lddddld tirirre eee outtt aatt tt ththhheeeee eneneneenddddd ofofofoff aaaa lllllononononong g g g g dadadaday y y 
wouldd hhavve e to carryry boto h h his and Eleanoor’ss ririflflese  back k to the hhhhorrorrorseees s orororor cccccamamammamp.pp.pp. aandd JaJack
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was soon convinced that Elea    Jack w nor needed a lighter rifle. In 1941 he swapped a
Mauser action to a well-known Phoenistandard x barrel maker Bill Sukalle for a shorter 

3 Mauser action and had him fit a lightModel 93  22 inch barrel to it. Sukalle trimmed
e trigger guard and tang, thinned anddown the  altered the bold handle for low scope
g. A light Weaver 330 scope was mmounting ounted on Weaver B mounts and all shipped 
and Howe in New York to be customto Griffin stocked. The finished rifle arrived back in
n 1942 weighing just under 7 ½ lbs.Arizona in
or christened her new    Eleano rifle that fall on a running white tail buck at 300 yards. A 
later Jack’s 12 year old son Jerry usfew days ed it to take his first buck on the Siebold’s

the Canelo Hills near Patagonia.ranch in t
or’s little .257 saw lots of us    Eleano e during the 1940’s, with frequent Sonora deer 
here the limit was 3 hunts, wh per person each trip, spring javelina hunts, and numerous
tings for jacks and coyotes.family ou
6, at age 13, youngest    In 1946 son Bradford used his mother’s rifle to take his first deer 
Healey’s ranch in the Huachuca Mts.,on Major as he related in an earlier issue of this

er.newslette

                    
son Jerry,yyy wiith a nniceicicce bubuck             Eleanor with an antelope jack rabbit O’CO’Conno or’s s
s mothththhther’r’r’er’s ns new e 25725757 Rooberts in inin                  shot on the run with a Remington model          shohot wwith hiss
tttionioni coooonfinfff guru ation.on                   30 in 257 Roberts.   a a Mausausser r actctt

or’ss rir flf e waw s used ofteenee  until the    ElEEE eaeaeaeaannon OOO’O Connor’s moved to Lewiston, Idaho in 1948. 
was bububusy with four EElElEleeaeaeeanonooorr rr ww chilllldren and most of her hunting wass for local pheasants 
.. Thee bboyo s were both ssoss on serving iinananaa ddddd ququuquq aiaiaiillll thehehehe Korean War. TTTThen, in the early 

ElElleae nor tried a 19191919505050550’s’s,, EEE lightweigghgghg t cucuststtom 7 xx 57 77 built for Jack and promptly claimed it 
eweww big game rifle.asasas hhhherereerer nnnee
oor’r’s .225757 languished in tttthehehehe rrrrififififlelelele rrrracacacack k k     ElEElElEleaeaeae nonoo ununununtitititill ll itititt wwwwasasasas ggggififififteteteteddd totototo JJJimimi RRikikhohoooffffffff’s’s’s’s wwwwifififi e ee Janet
60’s. Even more petitein ttttthehehehh 111969 ththhthanann EEEleeeanaa oror, atatt 4444 ffft.ttt 111111 inininchchhesesss,, shshshshheeeee sususs ccccccccc eseeee sfsfsffsfululululullylylylyly uuuuseseeseeddddd
on red stss agg during sts alththee .225757 oo kingn  venturer s to Scotland. 
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ember, 1971, the Rikhoffs’ son Ji    In Dec mmy, age 10, used the rifle to shoot his first 
Harry Tennison’s Texas ranch.buck on H
researching for the gun section    While r I authored for the O’Connor biography in 2001,
that Ron Troy, an O’Connor fan I’dI learned met thirty years earlier, had acquired the

m the Rikhoff’s. .257 from
7, Ron wrote to tell me he wa    In 2007 s selling the .257 through an auction house in
as interested.case I wa  I bought the rifle.
or’s rifle has experienced a     Eleano few changes through the past 70 years. When I
it, the metal had been re-blued, received a different scope mounted, the stock
d from its original 13 ¼ inches shortened and the original trap door steel butt plate 
by a thin, red, white line rubber pad.replaced  I promptly replaced the pad with a solid ¾ 
k one which increased the stock linch black ength to 12 ½ inches – about right for a

er or petite lady. The originyoungste al Weaver 330 scope and top mount had been
long ago with a Noske side mount basreplaced e and G&H rings which held a Bushnell 
x, which I replaced with an earlyBanner 4 Lyman All American 4x with a post and

e reticle similar to the post in thecrosswire original Weaver. With the heavier scope it now
lbs. weighs 8
odel 93 action does not have t    The mo he added safety of a rear locking lug like the 

8, so Jack loaded Eleanor’s cartridgesmodel 98  with then considered mild loads of 37 ½
or 39 grs 4064 behind 100 grain bullets; grs 4320 loads that are currently listed fairly

day’s loading manuals. stiff in tod
y took time to try Eleanor’s rifl    I finally e in April 2012. Knowing how much it had been
y accuracy expectations were not high.used, my  After carefully cleaning the barrel, bore 
and firing a fouling shot I fired thrand firing a fouling shot, I fired thrsighting asighting a ee shots at 100 yards The load was 40 grsee shots at 100 yards. The load was 40 grs 
hind SiSiSiSieree ra’s 90 gr. hollow point, whic4064 beh h gave no sign of high pressure. I was 
rprp issedededd ttoooo find three holes in a tightsome sururu  cluster which measured 5/8 innnchchchch center to 

OtOtheheheer r r r lolololoadadadads s ss ofofofof 37 ½ grs 43200 aaaandnndnd center. OOO 45 gr H205 ((noow w ww obobbobsosososoleleleletetetete)))) bebbeb hhihh nd two 
101010100000 gggrgr Speerereer bbbbululululleleleletstststss ggggrorororooupupupupedede wwwwitititithihihih nnn anananan iincncncch.h.h.h. differennnnt t tt 1111
asasasastttt fafafafalllll IIII uuuusesesesedddd ththhthe e e e 90909090 gr SiS errrrraaaa     Thisisisss pppppaaaaa lolololoadadadad ttttto o o o mamamamakekeke an instant one shot kill on one of 
hhhh whww ite tatt ililililsss s – a a a a lolololower r r r neneneneckckckck sssshohohooh ttt as ouurrrrr r rararaaaancncncnchhhh it stood looking at me at a tad over 100 

yards.
offf f annnnd ononnnn .255557777 RoRoRoRobebbb rts ususssereee iiiinnnn bot    As an o h North America and Europe for nearly 30 

heartily agggree with Jack’k’k’k’ssss 1977 ccccyyyears, I h oncluding comments in the revised 3rd edition 
978) of his classic Thee RRRififflel  Book,kkk  first published in 1949:(KKnopf, 1

uggggh ththththe eee cacartriridgdddgee willll eeevevev ntntuauu lly beeecoccc    “A“ lthou me obsolete, it will probably be loaded for 
eeew w momomommorere yeaarsr  and it iss sstitit lll wworth geeete ting a custom made rifle for it. The ququqq iti e ee a aa feee

gigig veves s liighg t reecoil and mmmmuzuzuzzlzz e blast cccacartr riiiidgddd e aalaa ong with good accuracy and I know of no
mmmbibb naaatit ono  cartridge forr vvvvararararmimmm nts,bebebeb tttt ererrrr ccom  deeeeeeeer, sheep, antelope and game of that 

CClClC aasasa s.s.s.s.””””

eee Auththoror: :    Eldon “Buccckc ” BucknerAAbAbAbouououooutt tt thththheeee wwasa bbbboooorn on a livestoockccc  ranch in Missouri, r
ininn Arizona, and moved grgrrgrewewewewe uuup p p iii too OOreregogog n in 11977772.2   “Buck” is very active in various 

aatititionon orgrrr anizations, espeeecicicic alalalallylyyly tttthehehehe BBBBoooooooonenenene aaaandndndnd CCCCrrorr ckett CCCClub andddd tttthehehehe Fouo ndation cococonnsnsnnsnsereeree vava g , p yyyy
AAmere icican Wild Sheep.  HeHeHeHe hhhhasasasas for rrrr NoNoNorrth hh bebebebeenennn aaaa ccccomomomompepeppetitititititiveveve sssshohohohootototo ererer ssinininncececec tthehehee aaaagegegege ooof 
 He has s hunted fromfoururteteenn. QQuebec to MMexico, Africa, Spain, ScScScottototlalalalandndndndnd,, anananand d d dd EnEnEnEnEnglglglgg ananana d d ddd

cocomppleletetedd d ththt ee GrGranana dd d SlSlS amam oof f NoNortrth h AmAmmerererananaa d has c icicanann WWWilild d d ShSheeeep.p  “Buuuuckckckck” isis currrerererer ntntntlylylyly rrr
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on the board of directors of the JOCHHEC and is a contrif buting writer to varioous ii
magazines and several of the big game award editions of the Boone and Crockett Club.. 
Mr. Buckner also co-wrote the biography of Jack O’Connor in 2002. ii

Guest Writer
“A Conversation with Jack O’Connor ”

Byy SSSStephen Redgwell

CopCopCopCopyriyryriyrightghtghtght 2020202002020202 – S–– tephen Redgwg ell

  NoNoNoNotttt lolololoonngngng aaaaggggo, IIII spss ent aaaa plplplplp eaeaeaasasasasanntntnt evening chatting with Jack O’Connor. It waas relaxed 
anananand ddd infoormrmrrmattttivivivvee.ee YYYYYouououou knonononow,ww,w, hhhhe really is a nice man. I can imagine what you’ree thinking. 
StSttteveee e,, yyyyyoououou’v’v’v’veeee bebebebeen hittitititingngngng tttthehhh  sauce, but I swear it’s true. Let me explain whaat 
happpppenenenened. 
    Just before last yyeaeaar’r’ss moosssse eee hunt, I had to work on a rifle. I have a shop inn the 
baababab sesesesemem ntt,,, ououtftfitteeedddd wiwiw thth aall the eeeequqqq ipment needed by the hopeless tinkerer. Itt’s a 
woooondndere full placa e where eee II cac n workkkk undisturbed. 

  I had been puttingggg in loloongn  hourssss getting ready for the trip. In previous yearss I had 
alaa ways taken a 303,, eithhhher aaaass ss ththththeeee primary or backup rifle, should anything unttoward
hahappen while I was away from home. This year I decided to take a 30/06. I haad mader
soomeme bonded core .308 bullets annd mymymymy Savage 110 wwwwould make a good test bed. 
    The scope had to be e rereplpllaced, a a neeew w recoil pad installed and the rifle cleanned up.p III 
had started early in thehehehe ddddayayayay,,,, anananandddd bybybyby tttthehehehe ttttimimimimeeeey yyyy yy iiit was dodododone, supppppppperererer  pppp wawww s ready. I putuu  thehehehh  y p
rifllee inin my office upstaaaairiririrs,s,s,s pppprorororoppppppppedededed uuuupppp agagagagaiaiaiainsnsnsnst ttt a a a bobobobookokokokshshshshelelelf,f, aaandndndnd wwwwenenenenttt t totototo tttthe kitcchennn ttttooo
eat. After supper, I reeloaded somo e carttridgd es andd rettirirredededded uuuupspspspstatatatairiririrssss totottot rrrreelelelaxaxaxa ....
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mit that I    I’ll adm was tired. When you start at six in the morning and don’t get to sit
til dark, it doesn’t take much to noddown unt off. I resisted the urge however. There was
do. I needed to make some notes in much to d my range log for the next day’s testing and
ome email. After tanswer s hat, I would head off to bed. 
own at the desk and started the la    I sat do st bit of my “to do” list. After a couple of 
the silence was interrupted by a cough.minutes,
, am I disturbing you?”    “Steve  I turned around, and there stood Jack.

, I, uh. What are y“My God, ou doing here?” What could you say? There he was, big as 
inglife stand beside my 30-06. And no ghostly sheen either. Jack was solid, smiling and
dressed. casually d

orry if I st    “I’m so artled you. May I sit down?”
inly, but you’ve got me at a disadv    “Certai antage. I wasn’t really expecting to see you. 
w, you’re dead. You ARE dead aren’t you?” You know
of course    “Yes, o . Is that a problem?”
or me. It    “Not fo  does seem odd though that you, especially you, would be sitting in my
We’ve never met, and apart from sohouse! W me books and magazine articles, I don’t

ch about you. You’re not family and I haven’t been doing any voodoo thingsknow mu
king your name, so I hope that you like invok can appreciate my situation. Just what
ou here?” brings yo

question but notquestion, but not“A fair    A fair to worry I’m not going to ha to worry, I m not going to haunt you I’ll admunt you. I ll admit that mostit that most
ould ffffinininind this strange. When I was people w alive, if someone had showed up at my
omomeoeoonnenene ddddeaee d that is, I’house, sssoo d have been out the window!” 
gogogogoeseseses wwwwitittithohohohoutututut sa    “Thaaaat t tt gg yingg. Itttt ddddoeoeoeoes sss shshshshaaaka e you upupupup.... CaCaCaCann nn IIII gegegeget ttt yooyoyou a drink or 
g?g?g?g?”somethththththinininini
anaananks. ThThhThattatata 's's's'ss notototot possiblblblbl    “NNNNoooo o ththhha e noooowww.ww LLLLetttet me tell you why I’m here.”
UUmm,m  I hope eee yoooou’u’u’u rererere nnnnn ttotot herererere eee    “Okay.. totototo scold me about not owning a 270...” 

! TThaaaat’ttt s whhhwhhat mmmmososoosttt    “Haha! ppppeopllle e mimmm ghghghght think, but no. I was watching you earlier when
e working in the basemeeeentntntnt.”.  yyyou were
were in my basemem nt?”?”     “You w
QuQQQuittttteeeee ththththee rooomomo      “YYess. QQ yoy u’veveve ggotot.. A AA bit darkrkrr  though.” 
III havvvee e beb enn meae ning ttoooo    “WWWWell, addddd  some mmmom re overhead lights.” 
eaeaalllll y shhouo ld. At any ratattte,eee I nnotic  “Y“Y“ ouoooo  re ed thhhah t you were putting a scope on your rifle. 
varariaiable power. Can IIII IItt’s’ss aa 33333x9xx ask why you decided on that?”

ly, itt’s’sss only scope I haddd left in t    “F“F“““Fraraanknknkn he locker.. Given the choicccce, I’d have put a 4 
nn andd bbee done with it. I don’t see anyypoppopowewewewwer r rr onononn  useseee for the higher mamm gnifications, but 
ees s s you just hasossoomememmemetitit mememe ve to makekekeke ddo.o. III’lll keep it onononon 3 ppower.” 
aadd tot hhear that“““I“I’m’mmmm gglalaadd to hear that.     IIII mmmm gglala It seemeeedd sisisilllllllyyyy ttototo bbbbeeee momomomounnnntitititingngngng aaaa 3x9 onnnn a 30/06666 fofoforr bubbb shs mooseIt seemeeeeddd sisisilllllllly y y y totototo bbbee momomomounnnntitititingngngng aaaa 33x9 onnnn a 30/06 fofofoorr r r bubububushs  moose 
You’lll bbe lucky if you cananann ssseeeeee ppasasastttt 757555 yyyyaraarardsdsdssds..”.”.” annywywywyy ayayay. Y
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ght it was odd that Jack would know    I thoug  so much about my plans. I hadn’t kept it a w
ut how did he find out? I was ovsecret, bu er the shock of his appearance and our 

ation was relaxed. He continued.conversa
now, I was curious about why y    “You k ou went with a 30/06. Normally you’d use a
r I saw your bullet making set303. Afte up though, the reason became clear. Have you

plans to make something heavier in .308?”got any p
thinking about a 200 grai    “I was ner. A round nose. What do you think?” 
choice. Despite what most peopl    “Good e believe, the 270 wasn’t the only cartridge

ed. I liked the 30-06 as that I use much, if not more, than the 270. For what you’re doing, I
ve used a 30-06 as well, loaded withwould ha a 220 grain round nose bullet. It’s perfect 
you’ll be hunting. for what y

oticed a lot of new    I’ve no  cartridges are out on the markw et. It makes me wonder what’s
, but the industry needs to experiment. going on, Heck, I’ve done my share. In case you
gured it out yet, a lot of these new haven’t fi cartridges will fade away. Hunters will be left
ones that stand the testwith the o  of time...like the 30-06.” 
I owned a 270 onc    “Jack, e. It was made by Parker Hale. But I got to tell you, the
left me flat. I guess itcartridge ’s because of where I hunt.”

f you’d said anything differen    “And if t, I’d have questioned the logic. Not liking a
is okay as long as the ones you use ficartridge t the situation. A lot of my time was spentt 

at moderate to long ranges. The 270hunting a was just the ticket for sheep and plains 
deer ”deer.  

do yyouououou think about these new magnums?”     “What 
enen’tt tttriririeedede aaanynn  and never will. They’r    “I havvveee e beyond my time. Like II ssssaiaiaaid ddd bebebebefoff re, if they
bbbbe e ee sosososomemememeththththininining useful ttthahahahat t t t huhuhuhuntntntnterererers taprove tototoo bb kingnggg aaaa lllikikikikininiingggg totototo, ththhtheene they’ll hang around. It’s 
aaaveveee cccchohohohoices. FrFrFrF omomomom wwwwhhhah t I’I’I’I’vevevv  nice tooooo hahahahaha seseseseeneneen howowowwo eveveveverererer, tthtt ey don’t offer anything new 

reeeealaalaalaa lylylyyy.”..
haaveevee a 270000 WWWSMSMSMSM... ThThThhT ey eeeevevevvennn n r    “They an an ad with your likeness in the background. 
d sos mmmemeththinnnnng likekekeke, ’IIIIfff JaJJJ ckkkk wwwwasaaa  TThey said aarara ound today, this would be his choice’.” 
ve tried one and wrung itititit oout. Annnnytyyy    “I’d hav ime a fellow can play with a new rifle or 
is good.” cacartr ridge 
youuuou thihhh nkk thahaatt t    “DDon’tt heh y wewwerere ttakaking advavavavantage by using your name to sell them?” 
uururse. ArAre yoouu asa king mmeeee whwhw ether     “OOOOf ff couuu it’ssss right? Well, who was going to stop them?

bututut mme ee coould ever knoww w ifififif iiit tt was trNoNoNoNoN onennnn  b ueeee. It’s the ad men. But 25 years have passed 
e bbeeeenn arouo nd. Most hhhunters today onlysissis ncncnce e e I’I’’I vvev  know me by reputation or from books 
ry.  ininni aaaaa lllibibbraraararrr
ee tell yoyouu something. Evvvev ryy m  LeLeLeLeL t t t mememe an hoppes ttttoooo leave a legacyy behind when he’s 
hheetether it’s just within higogogonenennene. WhWhWh ssss fafaff mimimim lylylyy,,,, ororr iif hee’ssss lllucucucu kyyy, somethinininng to giveeee tht e world. I 
ofof tthe lucky ones I got tttoo ddododo aaaa llotototot oooofff ththththinininingsgsgsgs tttthahahahatttt your aveveveverage JJJJoeee ccccoooouldd onlywawwawaaasss oonono ee ofof the lucky ones. I got ttttooo dodododo aaaa llotototot oof f ththththinininngsgsgss tttthahahahatttt yoyoyy ur aaaveveveverage Joeeee ccccououououldd onlywawwaasssss oonono ee

bout. dreaeaeaee m m m aba
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f my legacy was the 270 Wincheste    Part of r. I liked it. I guess you could say that if I
ritten so much about it, the cartrihadn’t wr dge may not have caught on. The same may
rue of these new arrivals.” well be tr
rdless, you haven’t really answered     “Regar the question. Maybe I wasn’t clear. Is it
ay that 'so and so' would endorseright to sa  a product that they’ve never seen? I mean, 
uld Elmer Keith say if they used his name to push a new handgun cartridge?”what wou
dn’t know. You’ll have to ask hi    “I woul m. But that will be a hard thing to do because

d.” he’s dead
so are you!”    “Well, s
shows up after I leave, you can ask.    “If he s  Steve, don’t take it to heart. It’s not you
re talking about.that they’ Look, I can understand why you’re upset, but companies have 
one things like this and will continuealways do to do so long after you’re gone. It’s human

nature. 
at Parker Ackley. He wasn’t t    Look a he world’s greatest gunsmith. There were times 
was downright dangerous! But it’s not sothat he w  much what he was. It’s more like what

the eyes of the world. His positivhe left in e contributions stand to his legacy. Okay, not
g that he ever did was righteverythin and proper. It doesn’t matter though. The good
ed the bad. Heck, I was no saint myself!” outweigh

hat you’re saying is that it’s    “So wh alright for people to believe the mystique that’s
”“Yes. When someone has affected your evolved? life or the lives of others in a positive 
r warts can be ignored I can’t thinkr warts can be ignored. I can t think way theiway, thei of anybody I’ve met in my lifetime that wasof anybody I ve met in my lifetime that was 

but I’lll nenenen ver hold their faults agaiperfect, b nst them. When the good outweighs the bad, 
hahapppppy.y.yy. LLifffe’ee’s too short to be poking around in useless spap cee.”.  then be e e hh
kkke e e e a a aa whwhwhwhilililileeee    “It’ll ttttakakaa fofofofor that to sisisis nknknknk iin.nnn.””””
e gogogogotttt titititimemmme    “Yououououou’v’v’v’v’vee . MyMyMyMyMy ttttimimimime e e e hohhoh weeewevvevev r,r,,, iiiiss ss upupuppp. I’II veveveve ggggototot tttto go.” 
oooouuuu be bacacacck?k?k?k?k?”    “WWWWWiliililllll yoyoyoyo
e. I’llll alwayyyyssss beeee    “Maybee aaaaroroororounu d thhhhououoouggghg . I have to keep an eye on my legacy. You take 
ouru seeeelflll aaanddddd bagggg aaa bbbbigigigig onenenene oooonn nn yoyoyoyour trip!”ccare of yo
ks Jack.”     “Thank
at was it. I can’t rreally yyy sas y y t    AnA d th hat I saaaaw him leave. I don’t even remember what

as s oroororrr hhhhowow lononng g wew  tiimem  it wawaa tallkl eded.. I'I'mm just glalalalad to have had the opportunity to chat with 
thththat sssoo mam nyny peoe ple sts illlllll tataalk about.  tthttheee mammm n ttt

AbAbout thheee AuAuththor:: StStephehen Reddgd wellllll jjjoioineneneddd tththe e CaCananadidianan FFoorces in 1977 as aan air r foforcee
r. HHis initial tradararmom ururere es trainining waww s ss taken n atat tthehe CaCaC nan did anan FForces Schoh ol of 

Elleeectricall ll anand MMechanicaaall Engginineering (Sii mall ll ArArmsmsmsrr ) ) anand ss ththee CaCaananadidiaan Forrcces ScSchohoolol offf 
Aeeerorosspass cececc annd d OrOrdndnrr aanncce EnEE ginneeringg ((AiAircrcii raraftft WWeeWW aapoponsnss & & ExExplplososivese ).))  FoForr twentty y onne et
ye e earars,s, hhee boounncced d arrouound Europopporrr e,e  ththe ee SUS anandd vvvvavvv rioioousus bbaarr sesesss acacacrorossss CCanananadadada,a, hhelelpipip nggng llll
tto cuo curbrbrbrb CCCCoommmmmmununununisisisismm elimim,m, eelimiinaananaiiiii tete ppppeettttyy tt didictatctatororshshrrr ipipss. He has also publisi hed twtwtwo fif ctctctioionnnHe has also publlisishehed d twtwt o fictctctioon nn

nd has s bbeeenee  feaeatured inn,, or contributed bob oks an to, aa nnumbbeer r of publicationns s includddinining g g
Enfield DiDDiD gegegestst, tht e e BlB acck kk PoPowdwwdererer JJouououo rnrnrnrnalall,,, BrBrBritiitish h EnEnnfieththe e Lee E ldld Riiflii ess- NNo oo 4 anand No 5 
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Rifles (North Cape Publications), Handloader Magazine and Canadian Shootinnii g Sports 
Assoc magazine among others. You will also see his work around the Web atrr
places lill keii www.6mmBR.com and www.thegunzone.com Since 2005, he has bbeen
teaching as a civivv lii ill ai n instructor at the Canadian Forces School of Aerospaceii
Technology and Engineering. He has been happily married for 30 years to his wwife 
Tammy. Steve has three children, two grandkidkk sdd and lovevv s grouse hunting!
Stevevv has authored rr a number of books about the 303 Britisii h, 7.62x522 1mm and 
7.62x39mm cartridgrr es. He has also wrww itrr ten about the Lee Enfield rifle, whiww ch wwas ww
Canada's prin' ciplii e military r arm for oveff r forty years.rr His HH books kk are in use with ppolice ll
agencies acrosrr s Northtt America. His readerHH srr include the federarr l government,t mmilii ill tary 
brass and even a US Senator!

e Incredible Antelope""The
O’Connor- September 1943By Jack O

ed with permission fromReprinte OOOOutdod orrrr Life Magazine  

e of ff ff frfrfrf ieieieiendds ofofoff mminine drdddrovovovee upupu  in fronnnnt A A coouple of my house one day with two buck anteloppe. They 
cccauaa sesessedddd aa trafaffic c jam, aandndd oonene passerrr-r byalmomm st ccc , who stood gaping at them, said, “Good Lord, 
ststst aain’t any such deer!”””” thththherrreeeee jus

abouout t the usual reactiooono  to the ThThThhhatatt iiisss a first sight of that amazing creature……

ddd moorree about thoseeee inccredible aantttTTTTTooooo  rrrreeeaaaddd eeeelope please rrefer to our Jack O’Connor 
eess within our websitttteeee lloooccccaaaattttiiiiooonnnn!!!!!!!!! AAArrrrrccccchhhiivvveee

he Auuthhor:  Jack O'Connnnororoo 's's's' fffiririrststtst lllovovo e,e  AbAbAbbbouououtt thth bebebebesisisiidedededes s s hihihih ss s fafamimimimilylylyy,, wawas s ththththee e ououuutdtdtdtdoooooooorsrsrsrs aandndndnd wwwwriririritiitititingngngngn  
unting, ffirearms, andnd abbouout huhu the nan tural hih story of big game anin mamam lslsls.. AsAsAsAsAs tthehehehe llllonononnongtgtgtgtgtimimimimmee ee e fifififif rrearaaa msmsmsmsm  

oror OOututdodoororo LLLLifififee mamamaagagagazzzededeee ittoror ffoo ininnine,e, OOO'C'Cononnonorr huhuhuntntntededed aandndnd cccololo lelectcteded trtrtt opophihihih eeseseses tthrhrhrououghghghghghouououout t t t ththththhhhhhee e e wowooorlrldd, 
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duced millions of readers to hunting and and introd firearms. He is still considered the undiisputed 
outdoor writing and journalism.dean of o  Please visit our website at www.jack-oconnor.orgg tog
re about Jack, his family lilearn mor fe, career, and conservation legacy.ii

Member Pictures

oochchchumumumum,,,, 13131313,, lilililivevvves in Clarkston,,,, WaWWW shingtScout YoYoYo on and shoot t thhht eseseseseeee twtwtwtwooooo ninininicec  deer in 2011 and
OcOcOcOctotototobbbber 2000012121212,,,, ScScScScououououuttt t babababaagggggggggeded ttttthehehehe mmmmululululieieieie bbbbucucucuck kkk 2012. IIIInnnnn (l(l(l fffeft picture) near Asotin, Washinggton; a

55550+0+0+0+yaaaardrdrdrds.ss.s. Thehehehe nnnnicicicceeee IIIIshot aaaatttt 4545454545 dad ho wwwwhihhhitetetetetatatatailiilil bbbbbucucucuckkkk (((right picture) is from above the Clearwater 
2222010101011.1.1.1.  She eee sshss otototot tttthihihihiss s ss bubububuckccc aaaatttt 25252525500+yards. Riiver r iiinin 2222   Scout is a National High School Rodeoo finalist, 
udene t ttt and plplplplayayayays ss s scscscschool spopopoports.s... She ishonor stu  the daughter of JOCHHEC member Treveer 

YYoY chum. 
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chum, Co-Chairman, Jack O’Connor HuntMark Yoc ing Heritage and Education Center, shhot a 
whitetail killed on his birthday while walknice 4x4 w ing on foot from his cabin in "North Cenntral 

Mark makes the challengeIdaho".  M to other O’Connor fans…...........”I am the first to showw off a 
o (on my cap)....so where’s yours?”JOC logo

Blair r HaHHH nsen shot this Missouri whitetailBBB buck and cappeeed a bit of a reunion withh both an
oolo d frrieendnd and a farm on which I hunntet d ddded er last in the llaaata e '70s.  Arriving a day before oooo
ththhee Missouri season, I ssssscocoutu ededd some of mmmy ttt old haunts a bit, found this buck's terrritory
anannd founuuu d a spot whereeee IIII wwwananananteteteted d d d totototo sssstatatatartrtrtt aa mymymymy hhhhununununt the nenenenext mornininin ngngngng ((((openeee ing dadd yy, 
NoNoveembmber 10th).  Arrivinnnngggg eaeaeaearlrlrlrly y y y inininn tttthehehehe pppprrrrNNN e-e-e--dadadadawnwnwnwn ddddararararknknknknesesesess,s,s, ttthehee wiwiw ndndndnd wwwwasasasas wwwhere I hadd 
hoped, and I took up a ssspopoot tt in thehehe edgdge e ofoof h sososoosomemememe tttimimmbebeeer rrr ovovovovverererere loookokokoko iniininnggggg aaaaa bebebebebeananana fffffieieieieielddldldd aaandndndndd 
other fingngn ers s of timbeber. o AsA  the day dawned,d ddeer were realllll y y momomoomovivvvv ngnn , aa aa a cococococ upupupupupleeelee 
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of smaller bucks were chasing does and o generally being rambunctious, but by
about 8 o'clock I'd seen nothia ng of a bigger buck.  
  

decided I needed to move a bit, still huntingI the edges of timber and pasture annd bean 
ields when I saw a group of deer standing infi the middle of a large bean field.  Thhey 
were silhouetted against the eastern sky.  Evw en at nearly 600 yards I could clearrly see 
he buck's antlers, and I realized that my heth art was skipping a beat.  I rememberr Jack
O'Connor's words "The big ones always look big," in "The Art of Hunting Big Gamme inO
North America," and this one did.  I was able to sneak through some brush and iinto anN
overgrown fence row to what looked like adeo quate range (it was 285 yards, accoording to
my laser range finder) and I had a pretty good rem st on the top of a fence post in tthe 
ence row.  The plot began to thicken as Ife realized when I raised my .270 Mauseer rifle
built by Al and Roger Bies( en) and peered through its six-power scope that I couuld see 

only the top quarter of the buck's body, o due to the slope of the terrain and the
unharvested beans.  I held high on the back,u  squeezed off, heard the bullet strikee, and 
ecovering from the shot and working the bolre t, could not see the buck, just the dooes 

moving off.   m
  
Cautiously waiting from myC shooting position for a minute or so, I left stepped intto the r
open and began walking to where I expected too find the buck.  After about 50 yaards or 
so, he jumped up and began running toward me, rs eally carrying the mail.  As I juumped
o the ground for a sitting shot he closed tto he distance to a bit under 100 yards, thhen 
apparently seeing me, changed course, offeringa a quartering shot.  I swung the rrifle 
hrough him squeezed off knowing that myhrough him, squeezed off knowing that my thth bullet would need to traverse nearly thebullet would need to traverse nearly thethe 
engthhhh oooof his body to reach the heart lung area.le   I heard that bullet hit as well, and saw 
him mmamaakekeee a big flinch as he disappeared inhh to a wooded area. I fffolololollolololowew d, and fouund him 
ququuititititeeee clclclclosososose,e,e,e, eeeexpxxx eriencingg thatatatat mmmmixi  ofqqq  elation anddd mmmmelelee ananananchchchchololololyyyy thththt tat only huntersf
knknknknowowowow.  The ffffiririrrstststst 111130303030 gggggrararraainiininn NNNNNosossleeleeerr rr PaPaPaPartrtrtrtkkkk ititititioioiionn bubububullllllll ttet had apparently stunned him andd
knknknknocococockekekekedd dd hihihihimmmm dodododownwnwnwn wwwwiti h a shhhhotototot hhhhigigigighhhhh onoononon tttthehehehe bakkkkk ck just back of the left shoulder; thee 
sesesesecoccc nd hhhadadadad ssstrucucucuck himmmm iniinin tttthehehehe llllefeefefe t ham and had ssss ranged forward into the right lungg as I
hadd hhohh ped.  BoBoBoBothththth bbbb llullets eeeexixx teteteted.   hh
  
The reuniiiion with my oldddd frfrfrfriend andnnn  quail hT unting partner Charlie and fine huntingg 
country that seemed too bbbeee sps eak totototo me again after all these years was a wonderrful c
exxxxpeeeeerieneee cec aandndndd aa lifellelelononongg memem mory.  The buck, e killed with my favorite rifle, made tthe
exexexpeeeerirr eneeencec mmaggnificenneee t.t.  I'I'I dd lil ke to thhhhink Cactus Jack would have approved... 
 

acck O’’Connor Huntinggggg Here iAtAtAtA ttthehehhee JJJaaa tage and EEEEdddducation Center: 

coc pyp of Jack O’Connoooorr’r’sss 333375757575H&H&H&H& HHHH rrrifiififleeeeAA ccocopyy of Jack O Connoooorrr s s s .3.3.3.375757575HH&H&H& HHHH rrrriiififleleee,,,,A A cc cucucucurrrrrrrently onononon displllayayay aaaassss thhe 2013 raafflecucucucurrrrrrrreneee tly onononon displayyyy aaaas s s s ththtt e 2013 raaffle 
un off the year, will be rrrafafafa flflflflgugg ededed oooffffff ttttoo sososommememe lllllucucucckykykyk iindndddivivivivididididuauauall. TTTThihhh s ririririflflflfle,e,e,e,, mmmmadadadadeeee bbbbbybybyby 
oger annd d Paula Biesesen, isi  the 1stsRoRo htt  of three rifles to bebe bbbuiuiltlltt iiiiin nnnn ththththe “A“A“A“AAfrfrfrfrfriciciciccananananan”” seseeeriririesesss...  tttt
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he drawing will be held on June 1, 2013 Th at the Jack O’Connor Center.  Be sure to 
ome out on that day! co

he Winchester “Show and Shine” for 2013 Th is now in the planning stages. Anyone
at has a Winchester or custom rifle tha or shotgun collection is encouraged too 

urchase a table and show off thpu eir favorites. If you have an interest, be suree to
ve us a call (208-743-5043), stop in, or visit giv the website for more informatioon.  We 
ll get you on the list for thewil drawing/gun show and shine.

he Winchester Model 70 Jack O’Connor TriTh bute Rifles are on thii e streets annd only 
mited supplies are still available.  Iflim  you are lucky enough to own one of theesef
mited run” rifles be sure to order your gun case from the Center.  Please rread the “lim
companying paperwork that came withac your rifle for ordering details. 

ext newsletter:  In our ne

ruce Young, an O’Connor fan, will discuss oneBr of his favorite te opics in the next 
ech Corner. Te

n exciting Alaskan sheep hunt entitled, “LAn ast Chances in the Chugach” Byy Chet 
tzgerald.Fit

The Ambler Experience” by Jim Cox provThe Ambler Experience by Jim Cox prov“TT ides an interesting recount of a caribou ides an interesting recount of a caaribouaribou vvv
unt outututut ooof an Eskimo village near Ambler, Alaska. hu

luluuus,s,s,s, aaaannnnoththththerererer great articicle PPPPlll frfrfrfromomomom the Jack O’CoooConnnnnnnnorororor ccccolololollelelelectctccttiioi n. 


